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TUA

PAy khong phdi 13 tuyén tip clia nhitng truyén dai
vi€t ngdn ma 12 nhitng truyén ngén viét dai bing cai hoi
nga nga chuénh chodng cda mot ké chua hé say rugu
bao gid, nhung say men ddi qua nhitng gidc mo va
huyén thoai. Say rudu, hay say men ddi, c6 khi do chinh
minh chi dong, c6 khi do nhitng nguGi khéac thic ép,
khich dong, c¢d v&, va ddi khi, du dd. Say rugu, du gi
ciing dé€ chiu hon vi chi ¢6 tinh cdch giai doan. HEt men
rugu thi tinh lai. Nhung say trong gidc md vd huyén
thoai thi khd 1im: kéo 1& cd d&i minh trong nhitng 3o
tudng. Cai d6 khong d6 13i cho ai dudc. Chi c6 thé coi
nhu 13 mot thit ddng phan, hay mot thit nghiép di ma con
ngudi, & bat ctf thdi gian va noi chdn nao, phai gdnh chiu
khi hién hitu trén ddi.

Gidc mo va Huyén thoai ching qua chi 1a két qua
thoat thai tir nhitng chudi dai dén dau ciing khd cda tim
thiic con ngudi. Mot vai diéu viét ra trong tuyén tip cé
th€ 1am budn long mdt s& ngudi vi da néu bat mot cdch
phil phang nhitng mit trdi cla sy that, clia than tugng va
nhitng 1y tuwdng thoi thugng. Nhung du gi thi diy van 1a
mdt tap truyén hu cAu. Gid nhu c6 mot sy tring hgp ndo
vé nhian danh, dia danh, hoan cdnh riéng, 1y tudng
chung, tim thifc riéng, niém tin chung... thi ching qua
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ciing chi 1 sy trung hdp hu huyén trén nhitng diéu vo
cung hu huyén clia cudc ddi.

Tédc phim ty né khong yéu ciu dudc thira nhin,
cling khong thiach thic sy phi nhdn nao; cho nén, ban
khong cin phai ra stic bénh vuc hoic loai trit n6—bdi vi
chinh né di ty quyét dinh s& phan cla né rdi: gidec mo va
huyén thogqi.

California, thang 01, nam 2001
Vinh Hao
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Diép khuc yéu em

Hin xudt hién & dau, ngudi ta ding day vd tay
chio d6n 4m i. Noi ndo hin dén, noi d6 ron rang 1én va
hin ludn ludn trd thanh trung tAm ctia ddm dong, thugng
khach ctia t4t ¢4 nhitng cudc nhém hop.

Hin, mot con ngudi da ning, phi thudng trong linh
vuc xuéng am, ca hdt, nhdi giong va mot chit khoi hai
trong cung cich bi€u dat bing ngdn ngit. Hin c6 thé
nhdi giong clia bt c( ai, bat cd con ngudi hay sic vat,
tham chi chim chéc, con tring... néi chung 1a bat ctt Am
thanh ndo do bat cif thit dong vat ndo phat ra hin déu c6
thé nhdi lai y hét. Su kién nay khong phdi chi don gidn
12 nhd cdi thanh quan dic biét. Moi ngudi déu hiéu riing
hin phai c6 mot tri nhd phi thudng thé nao dé d€ luu gii
nhitng Am thanh hin nghe dugc; d&€n khi can, hin 16i cdi
am thanh d6 ra, phat lai y hét. Khong phdi chi nhdi
giong, hdn con c6 khd ning gid giong nita. Nhai giong
chi 1a 14p lai giong néi da nghe, con gid giong thi dua
vao giong néi clia mdt ngudi rdi néi ra duge cd nhitng 15i
minh chua hé nghe ngudi 4y néi bao gid.

Chua hét, khong nhitng nhdi giong, gid giong, hin
con c6 kha ning phi thudng vé ngdn ngit. Hin hoc ngoai
ngit rit nhanh, phat Am rit chuin, gid giong rit giong
theo tirng dia phuong. C6 di€u chinh hin lai khong thich
nhdi vio diu nhitng ngdn ngit nuSc ngodi 1am gi day
thoi. Hin thich cdi trd nhéi giong va gid giong hon. Vi
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nhitng trd nay khong ton nhiéu thdi gian tip luyén,
khong bdt hin phai ghi nhé ma lai thudng 1am khdn
thinh gid sing s6t hodc cudi ro. Chi trong vong vai nim,
hin trd thanh mot nghé si c6 mit khip cdc sin khiu cia
cong ddng ngudi Viét tai hdi ngoai, trd thinh mot danh
hé, vira 12 mot ca si tdng hop tit cd giong clia cic ca si
lirng danh. Thinh thodng, véi sy ¢ van clia 6ng bau, hin
con bit chuée cd giong hdt cdc ca si ldy ling clia My,
giong nam 1an giong nit. Hin gid giong cia mdi ca si, tir
th& hé gia clia thap nién 60 va 70, d&€n th€ hé trung nién
ctia thap nién 80 — 90, cho dé&n thé hé tré méi ndi ti€ng
diu thién ky. Hin hat nhitng badn idn khdch nhat cla ho
1a hin thanh cdng, hot bac. Nao 13 giong clia Elvis
Presley, Paul McCartney, Lobo, Phil Collins, Bob Dylan,
Mick Jagger, Elton John, Paul Anka, Garth Brooks... cho
dén giong nit nhu Barbara Streisand, Gloria Esteffan,
Madonna, Whitney Houston, Shanai Twain, Maria
Carrey, Toni Braxton, Faith Hill, Jewel, Jennifer Lopez,
Christina Aguilera, Britney Spears, Dido...

Hin tén 1a Nim. Nguyén vin Nim. Mot cdi tén
binh thudng, ching gi dic biét ddi vdi xa hoi Vit Nam.
Mot cdi tén ma khi doc 1én, ngudi ta lién c6 4n tugng 1a
ngudi mang tén Ay xut thian tir mién qué, néu khong
vay thi cling tor mot gia dinh it hoc, hodc tir mdt gia dinh
van con niém tin ring dit tén x4u cho con thi s& dé nudi
hon, khong bi 6ng ba tS tién bat di.

Hin it hoc. Chi vira 1én trung hoc hai nim thi phai
ngung ngang. Cudc sdng ctia hin bi d6ng khung & viing
qué vGi rudng vudn, bo trau, ga vit, chim chéc, con co,
con diéc, con ménh, con mang... Thé gidi clia hin 1a or
khodnh sin nhd phia sau mdi nha tranh din dén rudng,
ngang qua mot khodnh rirng nhé ddy tre gai. Trudng hoc
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va ban be cia hdn cang ldc cang xa. Ngdi trudng nhd
ndm 4y khong con nita, mudn hoc 16p cao hon phéi 1én
tan huyén. Ba md hin thi'y chuyén hoc ching thiét thyc
ma ciing ching mang lai Idi ich gi cho ddi hdn nén bio
hidn nghi & nha phu gidp gia dinh 1am rudng. Va chiing,
xong bac ti€u hoc va hai nim trung hoc déi véi dan
ruong & diy thi ciing 1a kh4 1im. Vay rdi loanh quanh
14n quén sdng ra ddng, t6i vé nim nghe cdi luong trudc
khi ngd, thodt cdi hdn tr§ thanh thanh nién, mot chang
trai vam v&, cuc mich nhung hién lanh, ngdy ngd nhu
mot dira con nit.

Difa con nit d6, mdi 1an thanh nién nam nif trong
x6m &p tu tap d€ ca hat vui chdi, ciing biét gép mit 1am
trd cudi bing ti€t muc nhéi giong, trinh dién trudc ddm
dong rat dan di, nhung phdi 1ong mot thi€u nit ldng giéng
thi ching bao gid dim ngd y. Ct thay cb ta 13 1ti mat,
roi lai ding nip ma ngé theo, ngé theo. Cho dé€n mot
hom bi cd ta di vao noi khong chay dudc nira, méi chiu
ding lai n6i chuyén.

“Anh tron tui hd?”

“PAu... ddu c6,” hin ap tng dép.

“Anh di theo tui nay gio phai khong?”

“Pau phai, tai tui cling di ra ngd d6 ma...”

“I, 40 anh sao dit hot nit & day vay? Bi ¢d nao niu
phai khong?”

“Pau cd, dau c6... khdong c6 ai niu dau.”

“Hi hi, n6i gidn d6 ma. Anh mudn di véi tui ra
ngoai rudng khong? Rudng anh da cho nudc vao chua?”

“T4t vao hom qua rdi. Con cda nha chi... Loc thi
sao ha? Chua tat tui di tat gitm cho.”

“Chua. Hom nay t4t. Bo tui I6n 1dm hd sao kéu tui
bing chi?”
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“Tai vi... tai vi...”

“Thoi anh oi, khdi tai véi bi gi hét. Pi, di ra rudng
khong?”

“Pichd.”

Néam theo Loc ra rudng, gidp tit nudc vao rudng
clia cO. Biing cdi gau dan bing tre v6i bon sgi diy, hai
sgi cOt trén mi€ng gau, hai sgi cot dudi dit gau, chia lam
hai bén; hai ngudi hai phia bd ao, mdi ngudi nim mdi
tay mot quai, theo nhip ma kéo nudc tr ao, tit vao
rudng. Ban dau thi Loc ho, khi c6 hét hoi thi Nam tiép.
Anh ho ca hai giong, giong nam rdi giong nif, nghe rat
thd vi va d6i khi budn cudi. Loc vira tit nudc vira cudi
ngit nghé&o, c6 khi phdi ngung t4t, ngdi xudng bd ao. Ho
than v6i nhau tir hom Ay.

Mot ngay sdng tring, ho di xem cdi luong chung.
Trén dudng vé ap, ho nim tay nhau I1in dau. TruSc khi
chia tay & dau ngd, ho néi 13i thuong nhau.

“Tui thuong anh 1im anh c6 biét khong?”

“C6, c6 biét.”

“Vay chit anh thi sao?”

“Tui cling thuong... nita.”

“No6i cho rd rang mot chit dugc hon?”

“Tui thuong... em.”

“Khdng dudgc, néi lai di.”

“Anbh... thuong... em...”

Loc cudi sung suéng.

“Em ciing thuong anh nita. Thoi anh vé di, em vao
ngu nghen.”

Niam sau ho lam dam cudi. Pam cudi don gian chi
cO vai ngudi than trong gia dinh, nhung hang x6m thi
kéo dén that dong. Liic d6, ba Loc dang & ti cdi tao.

Mot ndm sau ddm cudi ctia Loc, ba nang ra tu dugc
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di My vé6i dién H.O. Ba md Loc va hai em di trude. Loc
va Ndm qua sau vi ban dau chinh Nam khong chiu di,
mudn & lai dé con c6 cd hodi chim séc me gia...

“Hon nita... em khong biét diu, anh yéu manh
vudn manh rudng cia minh bi€t bao. Anh yéu con dudng
dit dd nay bi€t bao. C6 qud nhiéu chuyén dep clia hai
dta minh x3y ra & day, trong ap nay... anh khong bd di
dugc dau,” Nam gidi thich v6i vo dé dugc & lai.

Loc chiéu chdng, & lai, sinh mot dita con, rdi hai
dira con, rdi cudi cling qua thu tir va hinh anh, thiy ba
m4d song bén M§ thodi mai qud, hai em in hoc thanh
cong qud, Loc mudn dwa chdng con di. Loc tim moi cdch
thuy€&t phuc Nim. Thuy&t phuc mii cho dén sau khi me
Niam mait mot thdi gian khd 1au, Nim méi dong ¥ vdi vo,
quyét dinh 1én dudng.

Ba ctia Loc vAn c6 ¥ coi thudng Niam it hoc, 1a thi
ndng dan dot nat cuc mich, may méin cudi dugc con gai
minh. Ong cit ciin nhiin phién trich v¢ mai vé chuyén ga
Loc cho Nim lic 6ng con trong trai cdi tao ngoai Bic.
Ong n6i néu c6 6ng & nha thi con 6ng dau c6 14y thing
chong t& dén thé.

“Ong tudng ong & nha thi moi chuyén s& d6i khac
di a? Tui sg khong phdi nhu vdy. Chinh nhG 6ng & tu,
khén khd, cd cuc, tii nhuc bao nhiéu ngay thing trong
dé nén méi duge dén bu nhu ngdy hom nay,” md Loc
néi v6i chdng nhu the.

“Pén bl cdi chuyén xuit ngoai, cho con cdi hoc
hanh nén danh nén phan, chit ddu phai dudc dén bu 14y
céi thing ndng dan Ay!”

“Suyt, ding c6 néi vdy nifa ma, hai em né nghe
dugc... sau nay né bit chude cha né, cit khinh miét anh
1€, tdi nghiép ngudi ta. C4i s6 con Loc dd nhu thé, stta
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ddi thé ndo dudc. DU gi thi hai difa né ciing da hanh
phic, ¢6 con vdi nhau. Thing Nim ciing thudng chiéu
vd, biét lo cho con, lai hi€u thdo v6i me né, hi€u thdo
véi cha me vd nita, vay 12 t8t rdi, con doi hdi chi nita. L3
nhu con Loc 14y phai thiing chong ¢6 dn hoc nhung tinh
nét, tu cach, tim tinh chezlng ra chi thi né con khd hon.
V4 lai, con Loc cling hoc hanh hon thing Nim bao
nhiéu dau! Thing Ndm hoc xong 16p 7, con Ldc ciing
méi hé&t 16p 9 thi nghi mat rdi.”

“Xi, ba n6i sao thi néi, chit tui vin thdy &m c, tic
gitim cho con nhd 1am sao 4y! Phdi chi n6 ctt § vay, qua
day ti€p tuc di hoc nhu hai thing em thi hay biét may...”

“Lam sao biét dugc ngdy ndo 6ng vé ma chd dgi...
Hudng chi, cdi chuyén tinh cdm cida tui né, dau c6 chd
ddi mai. Minh phai thudng, phai hi€u hoan cinh ctia né
chit. Thir tudng tuong di, & cdi 4p budn xo Ay, quanh
nim sudt thing khong c6 18y mot niém vui, khong c6 bat
ky mot tro choi gidi tri ndo... khong 1& ct dé cho con
minh chon vii tudi xuin clia né trong cong viéc ddng
4ng? Ong khong biét du... chinh vi nhd thuong dng, bao
nim vo vé mdt thin mot minh nudi con & noi chdn doi
khS ciin kho 4y, tui m6i cAm thong duge ndi trong trai,
¢ don, budn t& clia tAm tinh con ngudi noi 4y... Oi, ngay
ndy qua thiang no chi c6 gié hd, ve kéu, mua dam, dat
nhdo, ning git, bui mu... doi khi gidt minh giita dém,
nghe mot ndi gi dau quin trong long, co liéu, thé thiét
1im. C6 khi tudng chirng khong sao chiu dung dudc nita.
C6 khi mudn dién 1én. C6 khi chi muén chét di. O nhitng
ndi 4y, khong c6 tinh yéu thi khong song ndi dau ong a.
Chi nh$ tinh yéu ma con ngudi & d6 vin con 1a con
nguoi.”

“Pudc rdi, dugc rdi, toi hiéu, tdi hi€u, ding khéc
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nira ba. Nin di kéo tui nhd cudi.”

Vay ma cdi thing it hoc 4y, chi vai nim bap be di
hoc ti€ng Anh trong cic 16p dic biét danh cho ngudi 16n
tudi nudc ngoai, da thodt cai, chuyén van, trd thanh dai
nghé si, ching can bt ctf thit von li€ng nha trudng no,
ciing ching cAn biing cAp hay nghé nghiép chuyén mon
nao dé ki€m song. Hin gidu to thodng chdc. TAu mot
dinh thu to 16n cho minh va vg con. Tdu ludén cdn nha
nhiéu phong cho ba me vg. Ting hai em vg hai chi€c xe
lang 14y d€ di hoc. Tién vao nhu nu6c. Tién ra ciing nhu
nudc. Ban bé cang lic cang dong. Hin rong tay chi xai,
gitip dd von li€ng 1am dn cho hét ngudi ndy dén ngudi
no khién cho nhi€u gia dinh ciing dudc phat 1én. Hin
con biét gitip tién cho cdc cd quan tir thién xa hoi, cdc cd
sd ton gido, giip ngudi tan tit, ngheéo doi, thién tai §
Viét Nam, & Phi chau, 8 Nam My, & An D6... bt c noi
dau c6 van dong gitip ngudi d6i khd, hin déu vui vé ky
ngan phi€u géi tdi.

Gia dinh vg, ba con bén vg, cho dén nhitng ho hang
xa clia v¢ hay ctia hin, khong con ddm khinh thudng hin
nita. Hin bay gid tr§ thanh con ngudi clia ddm dong, cia
quan chiing. Ai ai cling bi€t mit, bi€t tén hin c4. Thanh
cong ryc rd nhu vay, hdn vin hién lanh, dé& thuong, vui
vé, hoa hodn v4i moi ngudi nhu hdm nao con § rudng
ray. Khong ai gip hin ma khong vui 1én. Hin ludn mang
dé&n niém vui cho ké khdc, niém vui vat chit hay niém
vui tinh than.

Chi c6 mdt diéu hin khong bao gid hi€u ndi 1a
Loc, vo hin, tai sao van khong dugc hanh phiic hoan
toan nhu hdn nghi. Co ta khong bao gid ngin cén nhitng
diéu hin 1am. C6 ta luon khuyé&n khich hin thuc hién
nhitng di€u tot, nhitng diéu ma cd nghi 12 mang lai
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phu6c diic cho gia dinh, con cdi. C6 thé néi ring nhitng
diéu cong ich ma hidn déng gép cho ddi da phian déu do
su huéng din va khich 1& cia vg. Nhung thinh thodng,
Nim lai thdy v¢ budn so. Pdi mit nang chim siu xudng
v6i mot ndi budn la ling, mang mang.

“Em c6 diéu gi budn ha?”

“Khong, khong c6.”

“Em khong thich anh 1am chuyén &y h3?”

“Khong, em thich chi.”

“Chif sao... mit em thi'y budn qud vay”

“Anh thdy dugc sao?”

“U, trong mit em d6.”

“N6 nhu th€ nao?”

“Nhu 12 em dang tim ki€m, chd dgi... mot cdi gi.”

Loc im khong néi. Nhiéu 1an Nim ging hdi ma
van khong c6 cau trd 1.

“Em khong biét nita. Em that kh6 néi cdi cdm gidc
ctia em. Em biét, ching ta di c6 tAt cd moi thif va chiing
ta c6 nhau. Nhiéu ngudi udc ao c¢6 duge hoan cidnh nhu
chiing ta. Nhung ma... sao em van thdy thi€u céi gi do,
khong hi€u ndi. Em dang cd ging tim cho ra cdi diéu d6.
C6 1& mot Iic nao d6 em ciing s& tim thdy thoi. Lic do,
chic em s& khong con budn nita ddu. Nhung anh 2, chi
12 chuyén nhd thoi. Moi thit & day, trong cudc sdng nay,
déu thodi mdi. Em khong ddm doi hdi gi hon nita.”

Ldc néi vay, nhung rdi cang lic nang lai cang budn
nhiéu hon. An uéng it lai. Ngd it lai. N6i it lai. Moi tha
déu khong con gi 1 quan trong d6i v6i nang nita. Nang
di ditng nim ngdi, song va hit thd cdi khong khi tién nghi
trong ngdi biét thy clia mot phu nhan gidu c6 ma van ct
than thd thd thAn nhu ngudi mat hon. Nim giuc vo di bac
sT gia dinh, rdi bdc si tAm than. Khong thay ddi dugc gi.
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Nang vin budn. Cang lic cang ling 1€, it néi va cang
giéng ngudi bénh hon. Xanh xao, gdy mon. P6i mit lac
than. Pdi mit clia ngudi dang tim ki€m, chd dgi mot cdi
gl quay lai v6i minh. Nam lo sg, chay don chay ddo, tim
bac si tay-y, dong-y, thay phdp, thay béi... ai cling nghi
minh ¢6 thé chira tri dudc, cling khdm, néi chuyén, cho
toa, cho 15i khuyén... nhung dau vin hoan didy. Loc vin
ctt ngdi thir, budn tiu nghiu nhu ngudi nghéo bi mat trom.

“Em di, em c6 bi€t khong? Em 1a tit cd von liéng
clia doi anh dé. Cho dii anh c6 ngdi trén ddng vang, tu
hao trén nidi danh vong... nhung mit em, mat nu cudi va
niém vui clia em, 12 anh mat tdt cd d6. Em néi di, néi
anh nghe em mudn gi. Em cin gi, thi€u gi, c néi anh
nghe, chin trdi géc bi€n nio anh ciing sé& tim vé day cho
em. N6i di, n6i di em. Anh sdn sang chiu mat tat cd, vit
hét ta't c4, chi dé€ giif lai minh em cho ddi anh. Chi mot
minh em thdi, 1a dy dd, 12 hanh phic cho anh rdi.”

Nang chSp chép doi mit, long lanh ngdn 1&. Nim
thdy vy thi hoi mirng. Nghi riing nang van con cdm gidc
ddi véi tinh yéu ctia minh. Nghi riing c6 thé nhitng 15i
cla minh d3 gdi y cho nang tim ra cdi gi nang thiéu.
Nhung rdi, ning van khong néi gi ca.

Bay gid ngudi ta dd bit diu don ddi ring vo cla
nha dai nghé si bi midc bénh tim thin. Nim gidm bét
nhitng budi trinh dién d€ quanh quin & nha véi vo, chd
doi nang ndi, chd dgi nang cudi.

Cho d&én mot dém, Niam vé tré. Khong ddm lam
dong gidc ngl clia vg, Nim nim ngl § sofa phong
khdch. Triin troc mot ldc, trAm tu vé cudc song clia minh
véi ngudi vo dang bénh, Nim thi€p di modt cich mét
mdi. BAt chdt, Nim gidt minh, thdy vo ngdi k€ bén. Ban
tay cia Loc dang dp trén m4 hin. Hin sung sudéng nim
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14y tay vg, ngdi chém day:

“Em, em... khong ngli hd? Em c6 diéu mudn néi
vGi anh phai khong?”

Loc gat git cdi dau. Trong béng dém, mdi téc nang
x0a xudng hai bén vai 1am ndi bit khudén mit tring
béch.

“Em n6i anh nghe di. Em budn diéu gi? Em thdy
thi€u cdi gi, néi di. Anh sé& 1ap tifc mang cdi d6 vé cho
em bing moi gid.”

Loc 1dc dau. Ngdi im mot lidc, nang bit dau thd thi:

“Anh c6 bi€t em thuong anh nh4t lic nao khong?”

“U... lic anh 4u y€m em... phdi khong?”

“Khong phai.”

“Liic anh vui cudi, nim tay dit em di giita pho
chg.”

“Khong phai. Nhitng cdi d6 1a trong hién tai. Em
mudn ndi cdi hinh dnh dep & qud khit kia.”

“Qud khit a? Tu lic méi qua M¥, hay ldc con &
Viét Nam?”

“Con G Viét Nam.”

“Vay thi khodng thsi gian hai dita m&i quen nhau
chtr gi. C6 phdi lic anh gid giong ba Thanh Thanh, hat
may ban nhac tién chi€n kéo nhua ci ti€ng déng hod
khong?”

“Cai d6 thi chi vui vay thoi, cdi vui cho ddm dong,
dau phai cho riéng em.”

“Vay chif cdi gi, em néi dai di, anh dau c6 nhé hét
dugc.”

Loc im.

“Xin 18i em, d€ anh néi, @€ anh nhé coi nao. C6
phai ldc em chin anh lai, hdi anh c6 phédi anh dang theo
em khong.”
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Loc lic dau.

“Vay c6 phdi ldc hai difa di xem cdi luong vé...
chia tay nhau, em néi em thuong anh, anh ciing néi anh
thuong em, phai khong?”

Loc gat diu nhiéu cdi. Nim sung suéng néi tiép:

“That vay hd, em chi nhd, chi mong, chi mudn 6n
lai cdi ky niém d6 thoi ha?”

“Khong phai chi 1a cdi ky niém d6 ma la cdi giong
n6i cia anh lic 4y.”

“La sao? Anh khong hiéu.”

“C4i giong n6i clia anh Iic 4y... né chan tinh, ngly
ngd, trung hau, dé thuong, hon nhién 1im, anh c6 biét
khong?”

“Q... chi vay thoi sao? Anh di néi gi hd, a, anh néi
‘tui thuong em’ rdi sau d6 anh néi ‘anh thuong em’...
phai khong?”

“Phai, nhung céi giong lic d6 1a cdi giong thit cia
anh, con biy gid d6 hd, anh chi néi v6i em bing cdi
giong clia ngudi khdc ma thoi. Mdi ngdy, mdi ngay, em
cO ging ling nghe, d€ tim lai cdi giong ngay xua cia
anh, nhung em thdy anh khong cdn néi bing cdi giong
do6 nita. Gigng ctia anh bay gid 1a giong clia ngudi khéc.
Oi, anh c6 biét khong, cho di 12 giong vang, giong bac,
giong clia vua, clia tong thong, clia siéu sao man bac,
clia ca si lirng danh... cia bat cif thugng d&, thién than,
thién su, tri€t gia, nha vin, nha tho ndo di nifa... thi vin
1a giong gid thoi, van 1a giong cla ho thoi. Hang ngay
anh mang nhitng ngudi 4y, hét ngudi nay t6i ngudi kia,
mang vé& nha ndy, d€ s6ng chung trong cin nha nay. Oi,
cin nha day 4p nhitng thugng khach. Em that 1a mét vdi
nhitng hinh béng clia cic ngudi limg danh ndi ti€ng. Ho
that xa la d6i véi em, ching cho em chiit thodi mdi nio
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cd. Em khong phii nhan tit c4 nhitng thanh céng clia anh
lau nay 1a do nhd anh gia dudc cdi giong ctia ho y hét,
nhung d6 13 trén san khau, con & diy, trong cin nha nay,
trong doi song hang ngdy bén nhau, em chi cin anh, cin
cdi giong thit cta anh, cdi giong ma hom nao dudi tring
anh da Ap a 4p ting néi 15i té tinh dau tién véi em... Em
chi can c6 chirng d6 thdi. Em chi cin cdi giong mot trim
phan trim cda anh, khong bit chudc, khong nhdi, khong
gid, khong c6p nhit, khong vay mugn cia bat ¢t ai trén
doi. Anh cho em di, anh hay tim lai giong néi 4y cho em
di. Em van anh, hdy tim lai cdi giong 4y cho em, dirng
ddnh mat né. Anh ddnh mat né thi lAm sao em tim thay
no dudc nira, hu hu...”

“Pugc roi, dugc rdi... d€ anh néi lai giong cua anh,
d€ anh néi lai...”

“Khong, giong d6 khong phai clia anh, cla ca si Vii
Linh.”

“Pé& xem, a giong clia anh diy rdi.”

“Khoéng phdi, d6 la giong ctia cuu Trung tudng
Nguyén Minh.”

“Ttr tt, chiu khé mdt chit em di, diy ne, giong anh
nhu viy né, ‘anh thuong em’.”

“Khong phdi, giong d6 cta Ong nghi vién thanh
pho.

“Anh thuong em.”

“Khoéng, giong d6 cia nha vian Pham Ton.”

“Anh thuong em.”

“Khoéng, ctia thi s Bui Lam.”

“Anh thuong em.”

“Khong phai.”

“Anh thuong em.”

“Khong phai.
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“Anh thuong em.”

Nim khong thé néi lai dugce giong néi cii cda hin.
Sudt ngay hin di ra di vao cif Iim bAm “anh thuong em”
mii. Hin khong con di lvu dién nita. Bdo chi nhic dén
hdn, n6i chAim choc mot ciu ring: “dai nghé si Nguyén
vin Nim ban di trinh dién show Anh thuong Em.” C6
bdo néi ring ci hai vg chdng dai nghé si déu tr§ thanh
nhitng bénh nhin tAm than.

Nhitng bénh nhan 4y, ngudi thi 1ing nghe, lic dau,
tim ki€m, chd ddi; ngudi thi ¢ 14m bAm mai mot diép
khiic ‘anh thuong em’. Diép khiic 4y, moi cip tinh nhin
trén cudc doi déu da tiing néi qua, nhic qua, nhung
khong phdi ai cling n6i dugc bing giong that clia minh. ®
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Duong lén nui Linh

Céch thi trin nim dim vé huéng tdy 12 mot cdnh
ring rAm boc quanh mdt ngon nii cao ngit. Ngon ndi
sting sitng trin ngy mot phuong trdi nhu vi than co ddc
xa ldnh trin gian. Du ring tif thi trAn d&n chan nii ching
xa 12 bao, dan trong thi tran it khi nao 1éo hdnh dén viing
ndi. Ho chi nhin thdy ngon ndi t xa va mdi khi nhin
thay thi trong 1ong mdi ngudi nhu chdi diy mot niém
kinh tin thiéng li€éng.

Khong biét tir ddi ndo, ngudi ta truyén miéng nhau
hoic day cho nhau vé nhitng linh nghiém ctia ngon ndi,
khié€n cho tir th€ hé nay dén thé€ hé kia, déu nhin ngon
ndi v6i canh ritng bao quanh &y nhu 14 mot vang thdnh
dia. Mudn ciu nguyén viéc gi, ngudi ta khong cin phai
dén tan ving thanh dia, cd viéc ding trong nha, thip
nhang huéng vé€ nii 4y, van vai. Diéu ciu nguyén clia
mdi ngudi c6 duge dap tng hay khong thi ching biét; chi
biét xuwra nay ngudi ta ¢t goi nii d6 12 ndi Linh, ¢6 ngudi
con kiéng goi chit “ndi”, chi ddm goi 1a “6ng”: Ong
Linh. Chua bao gid ngudi ta thiy dugc mot Ong Linh
toan ven. Sudt ngdy dém may tring va suong mi giing
kin hét nita phin trén cda nii, chi d€ lai phan chan nii
xanh thAm. Ntta phan chim trong may khéi kia 1a cd mot
kho tang cta linh thoai.

Mot trong nhitng linh thoai dugc truyén cho nhau di
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tré thanh nhu mdt sy thit, dé6 1a trén dinh ndi c6 mot
hang dong rat 16n. Tir Phat TS Thich Ca, Nhi T6 Ma Ha
Ca Diép, cho dén cdc vi Thanh ting nhi€u doi, & khip
ndi, déu tap trung trong hang dong d6. Mdi ngay difc
Phat déu thing toda thuyét phdp y nhu lic con tai thé.
Linh thoai 4y tir nhiéu ddi, da khi€n cho nhiéu ngudi
trong thi trAin khong ngin dudc hi€u ky, hodc khong kém
dudc ndi khat vong gidi thodt gidc ngd, da tim cdch bing
ritng roi leo 1&n ngon nidi 4y. Ching biét ho c6 gip Phat
gip TS hay khong. Chi thdy c6 nhiéu ngudi di ma it c6
ngudi quay tré lai. Thdng hodc c¢6 ngudi tir ndi Linh
quay trd vé, ngudi ta xtim xit hdi han thi chi dugc nghe
mdt ciu ngidn gon: “Pau c6 dudng 1én,” hoic “chi thay
mot nha su ldc 4n Iic hién,” hoic “chi thdy may giing
mi mit”. Nhitng cau trd 15i dai loai nhu th€ chi 1am ting
thém niém tin vé nhitng linh thoai ma thoi. Cudi clng,
ndi Linh vin 13 ndi Linh, ching bao gid va ching ai
khdm phd thém dudc gi khdc ngoai nhitng chi ti€t huyén
hodic t6 v& thém cho mot kho tang bi nhiém von vugt
khdi tAm nhan thiic va kinh nghiém séng clia con ngudi
tran tuc.

Cho d&n khi c6 hai nha su tré tir thi trAn 1&én nidi Linh
hoc dao trd vé, biic man huyén bi clia hang dong Phat
T8 ciing chua dugc vén lén. Nai ni cich miy ngudi ta
cling khong cay miéng dudc hai nha su tré nay. Chi nghe
ho ti€t 16 duy nhat mot diéu 13 su phu cda ho hién dang
§ trén ndi 4y. Hoéi su phu 4y c6 phai 1a Phat, 1a T8
khong, thi dugc dap ring: “La su phu, 1a mot ldo ting,
thé thoi.”

Hai vi su tré nay chia nhau di khdp thi trin dé hanh
dao. Trong ho c6 vé nhu dang nd lyc thuc hién viéc
truyén ba chanh phdp cho kip mot thdi di€m nao d6, va
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¢6 1& ho s€ trd lai ndi Linh véi thanh tich hanh dao cta
ho tai thi trAn nay.

Vi ldo ting c6 bd rau bac phd dai dén nguc nhung
da mit 6ng khong nhin 1dim. D6i mit 6ng sdng va trong
rat nhan hu dudi d6i may ciing dai va bac theo mau riu
téc. Khi hai nha su tré méi tir thi trdn dén ndi Linh b4i
thinh 3o ting lam thay d€ ciu hoc dao, ho da dugc lio
tdng ti€t 10 cho biét riing ldo ting chi 1a “ngudi giif cta”.
Ngudi dé tir 16n tudi, duge coi 1a su huynh va dudc ldo
ting dit cho dao hiéu 1a Tué Tri, nhiu may hoi:

“Bach thdy, xin héi thiy giif cira gi a?”

Vi thiy cudi nhe néi:

“Ctra Khong.”

“A, ... cita Khong. Nhung... cira Khong thi ddu cin
gl phai gift, bach thay? va cdi cra Khong s& din dén
dau? c6 phai la...”

“Di nhién 12 né din dé&n ndi 4y,” vi thiy khodt mot
clt chi mo hd huéng vé dinh ndi, “nhung khdng phai ai
mudn vao ciing dugce. Ta giit clra 1a giif theo nghia do,
nghia 12 ta c6 bi quy&t, c6 chia khéa cho nhitng ai hoi du
diéu kién vugt qua cdi cira Khong nay.”

Tué Tri nhin ra ngodi ca s6, ddo mit mot vong
chung quanh thdo am, qua con sudi nhd chdy réc rach va
nhitng tdng dd 16n phia sau, dirng lai noi miy cdy ting
6 thu ding thing nhu nhitng ngudi linh gic im ling va
tan tuy dudi ning suong...

“Cé4nh ctra 4y & dau vay, bach thay? C6 phii chd
may ciy ting...”

“Ctta 4y khong c6 canh. Vi né bit dau ngay tir budc
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chin clia con chif ching & dau xa. C6 diéu, khong phai
budc chian nao ciing cit Ién dugc mot cdch hai hoa va
phit hgp v6i chiéu kich clia cdnh cira 4y.”

“Vay nhiém vu giff clra clia thay tic 12 huéng din
hanh gid phuong cich budc vao cdi cita khdng canh Ay?”

“Ph&i,” vi thiy 6n ton d4p.

“Bing cdch nao va bao lau ching con méi c6 thé
budc vao ctta 4y?” Tué Tri néng ndy hoi.

“Khong c6 gi phdi gdp gdp nhu vay. Cit § day, ta
song sao cic con song vy, roi mot lic nao d6, ta s& chi
dudng cho céc con, hoic c6 thé cdc con sé& tu thdy con
dudng va cdnh clta d6 ma di vio. A, ndy Tué Bic, con
c6 di€u gi nghi ngd khdng, niy gid ta khong nghe con
1én ti€ng?”

Tué Pifc, vi sur dé tram ling, mit may khong dugc
sdng lang thong minh nhu Tué Tri nhung phong cédch thi
chuin muc, nghiém tic, vd nét mit thi nhin hau, thiét
tha, bi€u 16 su chan thanh tron ven huéng dé€n muc tiéu
gidi thodt. Nghe thay hédi, Tué Diic cung kinh thua:

“Bach thdy khong a.”

“T6t. Thoi, ching ta cliing di dao dé cic con quen
vGi canh méi nay.”

Trai ba nam khong rdi khoi nidi, ciing & tu trong mai
thdo am duéi sy din dit clia vi thay gia 4y, mot hom,
Tué Tri va Tué Pic duge thiy goi dén day:

“Ta nghi di d&n lic d€ cdc con dem nhitng kién vin
va s§ hoc clia minh ra ma truyén rong cho nhiéu ngudi
khéac cuing dudc 1gi ich. Vi vay, hdom nay, hai con hay 1én
dudng, xuéng nii hanh dao.”
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Tué Tri ngac nhién hoi:

“Bach thﬁy, th& con... cdch vao cdi clra Khong?
Chirng nao thdy méi day cho?”

“C4c con ctf xuéng ndi hanh dao. Khi nao cdm thiy
12 minh d3 tao nén dudc cong ditc gi ding k€, ddng goi
12 thanh tyu, thi quay tr§ vé ddy. Cdc con tudng ring
mot ngudi khong ¢ chit cong ditc hay thanh qua nao
hé&t ma c6 thé qua dugc cinh clra 4y sao?”

Tué Tri xiu mit, suy nghi: “Tu hoc ba nim cuc nhoc
& day rdi ma van chua dd cong dic! Bi€t bao nim nita
mdi goi la da day?”

Vi thdy vudt chom rau bac, ding ddy, buSc dé€n bén
clra s6, nhin ra ngoai. Mot lic 1u, 6ng quay lai néi:

“Nhung truc khi cdc con rdi ndi, ta muén nghe cédc
con trinh bay vai nét vé& sy hi€u dao cda cdc con; bing
vao phuong chAm nao ma cic con dan thin vao tran gian
dé hanh dao; bing vao phuong tién thién x3o nio ma
cédc con c6 thé ty ki€ém thic duge than tim minh gitra cO1
ddi phién luy. Tué Pic, con néi truée di.”

Tué Pic lién quy xudng chip tay cung kinh thua:

“Quy y Phat, Phap, Tang; hanh dong, 15i néi va y
nghi luén luén qui thuidn va phu hgp véi Phat, Phép,
Tang.”

Vi thiy hdi tiép:

“Con gi nita khong?”

“Thua, chi ¢6 vay,” Tué Pic nhd giong thua.

Su huynh Tué Tri nghe vady thi bat cudi 1€n mot
trang, thuong hai thay cho ngudi su dé cuc mich qué
muia, ba nim hoc tip kinh dién & diy chua ra khdi budc
ddu hoc Phat. Vi thdy cling nd mot nu cudi, tim tim
quay trd lai ngdi xuéng bd-doan, héi Tué Tri:

“Ping cudi su d& con cin tinh tri don. Biét gi thi néi
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niy, c6 sao dau. Th& con con, con xudng nidi vdi tim
nguyén va hanh xi ndo diy, néi ta nghe va d€ su dé con
¢6 cd hdi hoc héi thém ludn thé?”

Tué Tri dang ddng, xoay mot vong, budc ra cira,
nglra mat 1én troi, vira di vira noi:

“Nhin may bay, thdy téc xanh thué xua con tung xéa

Nghe chim hét, tin tiéng long ndm cii mdi dm vang.”

N6i r6i Tué Tri di thing xudng ndi. Vi thdy ngdi im,
git g bao Tué Puc:

“Hai dfa con mdi dfa c6 mdt cin tinh va s& dic
khdc nhau. Péu t6t cd. Khi da néi 1a phuong tién thién
x40 thi khong c¢é van dé cao thap. Khic nhau ching l1a
chd diéu dung, y ta mudn néi cdi dung qud, ctia mdi
phuong tién ma thdi. Con chuin bi géi ghém hanh 1y chi
dé roi 1én dudng. Mong ring chuyén di cda cdc con
khong 1am ta that vong. Ta chd dgi cdc con d6.”

Tué Pic lay thiy ba lay rdi lui ra.

Noi thi tran, Tué Tri va Tué Pic chia nhau hai nga,
du hanh khip ndi @€ truyén b4 chanh phip. Mdi ngudi
c6 mot 18i gidng day riéng vé Phat Phdp, vé Thién dao,
nhung ca hai déu thanh cong, thu phuc dudc nhidu dé ti,
tao dudc nhiéu uy tin va ti€ng vang trong khip thi trin
4y, r6i lan din dén cdc thi trin 1an cin.

Nhung ti€ng tim liy litng, nSi bat nhat, vain 1a tir
Tué Tri, vi su huynh cao rdo, tring tréo, dién trai, néi
ning hoat bat va 16i cudn, hoc rong biét nhiéu, lai c6 cd
tai 1am tho viét vin rat tuyét, chinh phuc hiu hét gidi tri
thitc trong nuSc. Nhd nhitng thuin 1gi vé thé chat 1in
ki€n thifc va tai ning d6 ma Tué Tri thanh cong rat
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nhanh, ty minh tao nén mot tong phdi Phat gido rat
manh va c6 4nh hudng trong cd nuéc. Gido 1y nén ting
cla tong phdi Tué Tri xem ra thi khong cé gi méi mé,
van 12 dva vao kinh dién Phat @€ xién duong; nhung nhd
ki€n vin quing bdc va khd ning xét dodn thdi cudc rat
nhay bén, Tué Tri bi€t nhim dé&n hoan cinh va nhu ciu
tdm 1y ctia con ngudi thdi dai, nhd vdy ma md ra nhitng
sinh hoat c6 vé mdi mé, ti€n bo; 16i kéo dugc nhiéu
ngudi tri thifc tf thon qué dén thanh thi, dn Un qui tu hoc
hdi. Nhiéu ngudi bd ci sin nghiép dé dang ciing cho
Tué Tri. Nhiéu chiia chién, thién thit, dai ting 1am &
khip ndi ciing dugc xay dung d€ dang tron ven cho Tué
Tri tiy nghi sit dung. D6 chiing tim hoc Tué Tri cang lic
cang dong. Dan dan, nhu cu tu hoc theo tong phdi Tué
Tri tré nén mot phong trdo quan ching khong phan biét
tri thifc hay din gid cuing dinh thdt hoc. Nhung mot khi
di trd thanh phong trio rdi thi mit pham chat khong con
12 diéu hé trong nifa; chi con stic 16n manh khong gi
ngin ndi cda phin s6 lugng. (Thuc ra, khong phai 13 do
nhitng ngudi it hoc tham du vao phong trao da lam gidm
di phan phd&m chat cda tong phdi Tué Tri—tu hoc dao
gidc ngd dau cé cin cit vao chuyén hoc thifc hay that
hoc!—ma chinh siic 16n manh quéd nhanh ctia phong trao
da nhu dong doc dugc gi€t chét tr tritng nudc cdi khat
vong huéng dén gidi thodt gidc ngd—von 13 diéu doi hdi
nhiéu kinh nghiém tu chitng tAm linh hon 13 sinh hoat va
nghi thic ki€u cach rudm rd, rinh rang, hoc doi, bit
chuéc, truyén dat mau chéng tif ngudi ndy dén ngudi
kia—va thay vao d6 chi 1a khat vong dugc gan giii tong
chi Tué Tri, dugc tong chi dit cho mot cdi dao danh va
dugc gin cho cdi huy hiéu riéng cla tdong phdi noi vai
phdi, d&€ hanh dién ring minh 13 dé t& thuoc dong Tué
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Tri).

Say mé trong hao quang danh vong clia mot tong
chii sing ché6i d6, Tué Tri quén bing chuyén quay vé
ntdi Linh véi su phu d€ duge vao canh ctta Khong. Thinh
thodng, Tué Tri c6 nghe cdc dé tit bdo cdo cho biét vé
tinh hinh sinh hoat cda su d¢ Tué DPuc tai mot vai noi
héo ldnh ndo d6 trong nudc. Nghe nhic Tué Difc thi Tué
Tri nhé d&n nii Linh, nhung r6i chi khodnh khic sau dé
12 chim ngip vao nhitng cong viéc khan thi€t ma céc tu
vién do minh tryc ti€p ddm nhan doi hdi, hodc phdi chi
tAm nghién cifu nhitng dv 4n phat trién tong phdi do cic
mon d6 dé xuit... Bao nhiéu viéc phai lam, phai d€ tim
dé&n, chi€m hét c3 thdi gid tu tAp cda Tué Tri dén do mdi
lic Tué Tri ding dan thuyé&t phdp hay huéng din céc
khéa 1&, cdc khéa thién toa dai chiing, chang ciing chi c6
mit nhu mot cdi xdc khong hon dé 1am va néi nhitng
diéu da quen va thudc 1ong, con tim tri thi ldc nao ciing
ban biu véi cdc chuong trinh, cdc 1& hoi sip tdi...

Mot hom, Tué Dic trén dudng hodng héa ghé
ngang tu vién cda Tué Tri, bén ndy y mudn vao thim su
huynh, déng thdi mudn trao ddi véi su huynh chiit kinh
nghi€m tu hoc va hanh dao.

«0, Tué Ptic d6 hd? Vao di,” Tué Tri dua tay ngoic
su dé vao, “miy nim rdi, su dé ciing ching thay d6i gi
hét, nhin 13 nhan ra ngay. Nay, cdc con pha tra mdi su
chu di.”

Tué Dic nhin vao cin budng phia sau phuong
trugng, thdy mdt nhém ngudi ling xing, xi xdo, 14p 10,
chi tr6 minh; chang e dé theo sy ra diu cta su huynh,
ngdi xudng & mdt cdi trudng ky cham trd xa cif béng 16n.

“Su huynh bay gid thady khdc nhiéu, néu gip ngoai
dudng e ring dé nhan khong ra,” Tué Dic noi.
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“Khéc dit vy sao? Ha ha. Chic ta 6m va xanh di
nhiéu phai khong? U, thi cong viéc nhiéu qui khién ta
nhu vay.”

“Khong, huynh dau c6 6m xanh. Map tring ra thi
c6. Phit tuéng day. Trong su huynh bay gid dudng bé
hon xuwa nhiéu. Su huynh ¢6 nhé nim xua cing dé di
tham van nhiéu ndi, cudi cliing 12 d&n ndi Linh... lic d6
st huynh ro diing 1a mdt ting lit khd hanh...”

“Thoi dirng nhic chuyén cii nita. A ndy, su dé tim ta
c6 viéc gi khong? C6 can gitip dd gi khong thi cif néi
that. C6 can tu b hay xay chiia, diic tugng, in thinh kinh
sdch gi thi ci n6i, ta sin sang chu cap tit c4 nhitng gi dé
can.”

“Khong, cdim on huynh. Pé diu c6 chiia chién gi
dau ma tu bd. Chi nhin chuyén du héa ving nay, ghé
tham su huynh thoi.”

“Khong c6 chtia? No6i gidn sao? Thé... 1au nay dé
trd & dau?”

“Da thi noi ndo cin thi d& dén. Thudng thudng 1a &
cdc chua & vung qué héo lanh, noi ma Phat Phap suy
y&u hoic chua dudc phat trién.”

“A, ra th€. Thio nao trong dé hiy con ddng vé lam
1di, khé nhoc nhu nim xua. Tra ¢6 roi ha, dugc rdi, ché ra
tdch dang su chu di.”

C6 khodng sdu nit dé tit ctia Tué Tri, x€p hang hai
budc ra, ngudi dang khay tra, ngudi bung khay tach,
ngudi ding banh, ngudi ding qud, hai ngudi cAm quat
diing hau hai thady. Tué Pitic cdm nghe c6 gié mat phia
sau lung, quay lai thAy mot nit nhan dang quat cho minh
thi gidt thot ngudi ding day, khodt tay:

“Mo6 Phat, tdi khong dam, xin mién cho.”

Tué Tri cudi khan:
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“Thoi, su chd cdc con khdong quen gié lanh, vao
trong di.”

Cé bon nit nhan kéo nhau vao phia trong. Tué Biic
hiy con dé mit, ling ting ching biét lam gi. Tué Tri n6i
tié€p:

“Ta cling dinh mdt ngay nao d6 trg 1€n nii Linh. C6
1& 12 cudi nim nay. Pé nghi sao? Chiing ta cung di chi
ha?”

“Vang, d&¢ mudn theo sau huynh, diu ddm vo phép
1én ndi truc. Nhung cudi nim nay thi hdi sém déi véi
dé. C6 1& phéi cudi nam t6i.”

“Sao vay? Bé khong 1ap chua ma, c6 ban biu gi
dau?”

“Ban biu thi khong r6i, nhung... d& cdm thay 12 may
nim nay chua 1am dugc gi dang ké, tu nghi 13 chua dd
cong ditc d€ trd lai trinh su phuy.”

“A, ra th€. Vay Ia tir ddy d&€n cudi nim sau dé sé nd
Iyc 1am thém cong dic. Ta hi€u rdi. U ma sao dé khong
dén day phu gidp ta mot tay d€ giy dung thém cong
dirc. Can gi phdi di dau xa x6i, bui bim. Tinh dé&n nay,
bon nidm trdi, mot minh ta di x4y hon bon chuc cdnh
chuia, chua k€ cdc dao trang clia cic mon d6 moc 1én
khip nu6c, phai ké d&n s6 ngan. Do chiing theo ta tu hoc
thi c¢6 thé tinh biing s& van. Cong difc y... 6i, nhiéu qu4,
ké sao hét. Ta ddy ma c6 ngudi phu t4 nhu dé thi cong
viéc hin Ia ti€n hanh nhanh chéng va t6t dep hon.”

“Khong ddm, xin su huynh mién thd cho, dé con c6
nhitng Phat sy phai lam & ving qué da du tinh trude. Bé
chi ghé thim su huynh dé hoc thém kinh nghiém hanh
dao ctia st huynh ma thoi.”

“Kinh nghiém w? Um, d€ coi ndo. Liu nay ta chi
lam, ching bao gid d€ y chi c4i kinh nghiém. N6i dai
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kh4i thi phdi c6 mot thuyét 1y gi d6 mdi la @€ thu phuc
s6 dong. Thuyét 1y dé ciing cian cdi phong cich ndi bat
clia chinh minh d€ phil tr¢ nita. Khi quin chiing da qui
phuc r6i, ta mudn gi lai chfmg dudc... Nhung, ta va dé
khdc nhau 1dm, ta € dé khong 4p dung dugc kinh nghiém
clia ta dau. C4i kinh nghiém &n tong mot cudn kinh, dic
mot tugng Phat, xAy mdt ngdi chiia, thi ¢6 thé chi bay
cho nhau dudc, chit kinh nghi€ém sdng tac thd van, tu
twdng va bién tai thuyét gido... né thudc vé tdi ning
thién bam, 1am sao ta c6 thé truyén day day?”

“Thua khong, dé chi xin su huynh mot bai k&, mot
ciu thd gi d6 thoi, ciing dd lam hanh trang cho dé trén
dudng chu du rdi.”

Tué Tri bat cudi 1én mot trang:

“Thd, ké 2?7 Um, d€ coi, 1u nay ta ciing it sing tic
vi ban qud. A, d€ ta doc dé nghe miy ciu tho cii cla
tién nhan, dugc chit ha? Coi nao, dé hdi dot ngot qud, ta
chua kip nghi cAu nao cé thé thich hop dé doc cho dé.
Nh6 rdi, bén ciu thd nay ctia Thién suw Ngo An, ta vin
thudng doc cho cdc dé ti nghe:

Diéu tinh hu vé bat khd phan

Hu vé tam ngé ddc ha nan

Ngoc phan son thuong sdc thuong nhudn

Lién phat 16 trung thap vi can.

Pé titng nghe bai d6 chuwa? Hi€u chit hd? Thoi dé ta
doc ludn ban dich cia ta cho dé:

Diéu tinh hu vo kho nght ban

Mot khi liéu ngd con khé chi

Ngoc thiéu trén niii mau van sdang

Sen dot trong 1o sdc thém tuoi.

Poc ddo qud ha? N6i thiét dé nghe, bai tho &y lam
cho ta thém ty tin khi din thin vio chdn bui hong dé
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holing truyén chdnh phdp. Sao? P&n gid hanh 1& rdi 47
DPugc 16i, thay sip xong r6i. Hay 1a su dé cling ta hanh
1€ r6i sau d6 dam dao ti€p?”

“Thua khdng, mdi su huynh cit ding dan, dé chi ghé
thim, dugc su huynh cho nghe bdn ciu tho cla tién
nhan, tudng cling dd 1im rdi, khdng ddm phién su huynh
nita. P& xin cdo.”

Cudi nim sau, Tué Dic lai ghé dao trang ctia Tué
Tri d€ cuing su huynh 1én ndi Linh thi nhim lic Tué Tri
dang ban lo 1€ ky niém dé t& chu nién ngay thanh lap
tong phdi cia minh. PS chiing tu tip qud dong, khién
Tué Dic phéi khé nhoc 1dm mdéi vao dén duge phuong
trugng dé gip su huynh. Thay su huynh ban ron v6i ngay
1€, Tué Pic cdo lui, di bd hon mot dim dudng mdi tim
dudc chd ving vé, c6 béong mat, dudi mot goc dai thy,
14nh xa dudc ddm dong 6n 20 1€ hoi.

Ba ngay sau, Tué Bdc méi quay trg lai tu vién cla
Tué Tri &€ mdi su huynh cling 1&n nii. Tué Tri néi:

“Sau ngay I€, ta khong dugc khée 1dm, nhung ta sé&
di v6i dé. Nhat quyét 1a phdi di. Tam thdi gdc moi cong
viéc sang mot bén cdi di. Gidc mong clia anh em minh
Xxua nay lam sao ngudi ngudy dugc, phai khong? Nay,
dem y 4o cla thdy ra day. Thay c6 viéc phdi ving mit
mot thdi gian, moi viéc trong tu vién thay da giao cho su
c6 Diéu Bdo thay thdy ddm trach, bay git thay phai di
vdi su chid 1€n ndi lay su ong cua cac con.”

P4m nit nhian dé tif Tué Tri xim xit quanh thay t4
vé bin rin, quyén luyén dit Iim khi€n Tué Tri cling nao
1ong. Nhung r6i chiang ciing manh dan 1én dudng. Pdm
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dé tlr dinh che long, rudc kiéu tién dua tong chii Tué Tri
dén tan chin nii nhung chang xua tay bdo thoi, chi cho
phép sdu nit dé tf than tin thdp ting. Tué Pic thiy vay
thi nhiu may, td y khong bing long. Tué Pic thuwa nhd
véi su huynh:

“Huynh bdo ho & lai tu vién chd di theo lam gi cho
vuéng ban. Su phu ching vui diu. Hon nita, n€u su phu
mG dudng cho ching ta vao cta Khong thi su huynh
ciing diu c6 mang ho theo dudc, khong 1y bit ho & dudi
chan nudi chd hoai?”

“Qi, dé ¢ chdp qud 1am sao gidi thodt dugc. Ta da
doc cho dé nghe bai tho cda thién su Ngo An roi, khong
1& dé ching thAim nhap gi hét sao? Pi. Pirng néi nhiéu.”

Viy la hai huynh dé 1&n dudng, c6 sau dé ti léo
déo theo sau.

Pudng d&n nii Linh vio mia dong hoi 13y 16i vi da
c6 nhiéu con mua trude d6. Pén bia ring, mudi vit Ao
a0 bu dé€n, ddm dé tlr la khéc eo éo. Tué Tri phdi dirng
chan chim séc, khuyén du. Vay ma rdi ho vin khong b
y dinh di theo Tué Tri d&€n tin chin ndi. C6 thém doan
tlly ting nay, con dudng dén nii Linh d6i véi Tué Diic
nhu dai thém gap mudi 1an vi di mot doan dudng lai cr
phai cung su huynh ding lai chd dgi sau ngudi kia.

Sau mot ngay dudng vat va, cudi cing, doan ngudi
ciing d&€n dudc chan nidi. Tué Tri din do ddm dé t:

“Thdy cling su chi 1&én ndi. C4c con ctf chy & day.
Sang mai néu khong thiy thay trd xudng thi cdc con ty
dong trd vé tu vién, tam thdi nuong su' cd6 Diéu Bdo ma
tu hoc. Khi ndo xong viéc thdy s& xudng nii, ti€p tuc
huéng din cdc con.”

Tué Pic ding chd su huynh din do, réi thém
chuyén dé tit tic bach tién dua, thé udc, thua bam, gdi
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gim, nhin nhd, bin rin tinh nghia thiy trd cling mat ca
ntra gid. P&n khi mit trdi sdp stta khuit sau ndi Linh rdi,
hai huynh dé méi bit dau cét budc.

Su phu ngdi trén bd doan, hai huynh dé sup lay.
Xong, Tué Tri thua:

“Bach thdy, nim nim qua con vang 15i thdy xudng
nii da thuc hién nhiéu Phat sy, tao nhiéu cong ditc. Nay
xin thdy tir bi hoan hy mg cdnh clra cho con budc vao
nha Khong cia Nhu Lai.”

Tué bic chi quy chip tay, ling thinh.

Su phu gat gu hdi:

“Phat sy clia cdc con 1am thdy c6 biét. Nay thay chi
mudn nghe cdc con trinh bay ngin gon mot ciu théi ma
tém thau tit cd nhitng gi trong nim nim vira qua. Tué
bic con néi trude di.”

Tué bic cung kinh thua:

“Quy y Phat, quy y Phédp, quy y Tang. Ba ngan oai
nghi, tdim van t€ hanh khong rdi mot khodnh khic.”

Tué Tri nghe vy ciing mudn bat cudi Ién, nhung
chua kip cudi thi su phu da hdi dén minh.

“Tué Tri, con néi di.”

Tué Tri ty tin thua:

“Trén diu sdi téc m§y nhan, thdy sy mau nhiém linh
thiéng ciia th€ gidi hoa tang; ngdy dém in ngl ndi cudi
ma van cling Phat TS sdnh vai khdng r&i mot budc.”

“S& hoc cao thAm, ngit khi trugng phu 1im. Nhung,
doi véi 4i duc thi sao, néi ta nghe, Tué Tri?”

“C6 vudng cling khong ban,” Tué Tri ty tin dap.

Su phu quay qua Tué biic:

“Pdi véi i duc con thé nao?”

Tué biic thua:

“Lang trong khong vuéng, khong ban.”
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Su phuy im ling r&i bd doan ditng ddy, budc ra sin.
Hai dé t& cling budc theo. Su phu quay lai néi:

“Ctta Khong da sdn md, cac con bude vao di.”

Tué Dic hot nhién dai ngd, tudi sdng nét mit, cii
lay thdy r6i ung dung budc thing 1én dinh nii, thodng
chdc 1a bi€n mat trong 16p may mu. Trong khi d6, Tué
Tri hdy con phan van, nghi ngai; vira tinh dgm chan buéc
thi thy niing tri § dudi g6t chan phai, nhu deo phdi da,
khong sao cit 1én ndi.

“Bach thdy, sao lai c6 chuyén la nhu vay? Chan
con, khong biét sao, ky cuc qud, khong cat 1én dudc...”

Vira n6i dé€n d6 bdng thdy Tué Pic tif trén nii ludt
xudng. Than hinh cuc mich nhd qué clia Tué Pic lic
nay trong nhe nhu may. Ludt ngang chd su phu va su
huynh, Tué Dic chip tay vdi chao rdi bay thing xudng
nui.

“Tué Pifc, di dau vay? Bach thay, sao Tué DPic lai
xudng nii, ching 1& trén d6 khong c6 gi hét sao?”

“Hoa tang thé€ gidi clia con ddu ma gid ndy con hdi?
P4 cling véi Phat T8 sanh vai thi can gi phai tim Phat
tim T8 trén nidi! Kié€n tanh thanh Phit roi thi ra vio tu
tai, c6 canh ca nao ngin ngai dugc dau. Cira Khong cé
bao gid d6ng dau ma phdi can thiy md. Ki€n tdnh rdi thi
tu khic thdy dudng di thoi. Tué Pic thong dong dugc 1a
do 1€ d6.”

Tué Tri bdy gid méi thic ngd, bat khéc. Bao nhiéu
danh tir va chuong cti hoa m§ vé Phat, vé Thién, vé Hoa
Nghiém, vé B4t Nha, vé Ling Gia, vé Nhu Lai Tang
Tinh... ma lau nay chang tiing st dung, by gid mdi thay
chi 12 nhitng cum tr rdng tu€ch, khong dinh nhap gi dén
thuc tai tdi hau.

Su phu thuong cdm, néi 16i an 1i:
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“Cin tinh con thong tué, nhay bén hon Tué Difc rat
nhiéu. Tri tué 12 khi gi6i t6i hdo dé dat d€n dao qua gidc
ngd; nhung tif nhiéu nim nay, con chua hé tao dudc mot
cong difc nhd nao cd. T4t cd nhitng gi con lam & thé
gian, déu chi 1a nhitng manh ddng cta duc vong, lam sao
tao nén dugc cong ditc! Phudc Ditc va Tri Tué gidng nhu
d6i chin cda con vay, phai dd ca hai va phai cling song
hanh, khong thé thi€u mdt ma c6 thé bude di dudc,” vi
thdy ngung mot lic, thd dai néi ti€p “d, con c6 nhd
nhiing 16i don s ctia Tué Pic khong? Quy y Phat, Phép,
Tiang. Tai sao? Vi quy y Phat 13 trd vé& vdi thé tinh thanh
tinh, doan trir tit cd nhitng tham duc, cdu ban; quy y
Phép 1a tr§ v€ vdi tri tinh vo bién, doan trir hét nhitng si
mé, c6 chap va 1ong kiéu ngao; quy y Ting 1a trd vé véi
ty tinh hoa hgp binh ding, trir bd nhitng 1ong han thu,
ganh ghét... Khong c6 tri tué siéu viét nao cé thé birng
v3 trén manh dait con tran ngap nhitng tham, sin, si va
cdc phién nio cin ban. Cho nén, theo ¥ thay thi con nén
& lai day, nd luc tu tAp thém mot thdi gian nita; hay con
mudn ti€p tuc trd vé vdi tu vién dudi ndi cla con thi thy
y, nhung dit khodt 1a du & dau, ciing phdi dep hét nhitng
thit phién ndo linh tinh titng qui’y nhiéu phd r6i tim con
thi may ra méi vao dudc cdnh cita Khong 4y.”

Tué Tri lay ta on thay chi day rdi ditng day, phan
van mot lic, nhd ring sdu dé t cia minh dang chd dgi
dudi ndi. Tué Tri quyét dinh tir gid thay, 14i thdi cdi mat
buéc xudng nii, nhung dugc nita dudng thi ding lai.
Tudng tugng may chuc ngdi chiia va hang trim dao
trang v6i bao nghi 1& rinh rang xdm tu dang chd dén
minh bén dudi, r6i nhé d&n ca 16 hoc gi tri thic bay tro
don ngd chitng Thanh m& miéng 12 néi thién ngdn mat
ngit nhung chua bao gid ném dugc mot giot nuc nhd
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trong dai duong gidi thodt, r6i nghi dé€n ddm nit nhi
pham tuc dé sa nuéc mit quan quit nhong nh&o dém
ngay... Oi, sao ma rdng tuéch, vo vi, cho dit ¢ thém
triéu nim nita d€ déng kich va bay tro, ciing ching mot
may may nao trong nhitng thit 4y c6 thé véi dén dudgc
cdnh ctra huyén vi clia ngon nii Linh ndy. Tué Tri con
nhd c6 mot dng lat-ma TAy Tang hira s& day chang vé
phdp ding van (c8i miy) véi diéu kién chang phdi xay
cho 6ng 4y mot tu vién nguy nga tin xd TAy Tang va
chang di hita s& sip dit thdi gian rdnh d€ hoc phép
thuat nay. Bay gid, chang thdy khong can nita. Cho di
¢6 hoc dudc phép c¢di may, cdi gié di khip noi thi ciing
chi 14n quin trong vom trdi hitu han clia tran gian, khong
lam sao lot vao dudc cd1 Khong bat ngat thénh thang ma
chang hiing dm ap. T4t cd nhitng thi k€ trén, ngay lic
nay, chang thdy khdng con can thiét nita. Chang ding im
mot lic & lung ndi khi trdi dang t6i dan.

Trong khi sdu nit dé t& cia Tué Tri tit chdn nii nhin
1én thdy nidi Linh may phii md mit, gdi 1én bao huyén
thoai ky bi xa xdm thi & lung nii, Tué Tri cling quay diu
ngudc nhin 1&n nidi cao, trong mit chang lic Ay, may mu
da tan sach, dinh ndi Linh cao vgi 1an diu tién hién ra
sitng sitng giita trdi tdy trong vit. Thyc su 12 khong con
mot huyén thoai hay mot kho taing mau nhiém nao ding
dé tim cau kham ph4 nita. Chang bit 1én mot trang cudi
sang khodi, roi di ngugc 1én nii, tim su phu, bit dau
cudc hanh trinh di vao ctta Khong. ®
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Buit ky cua mot nha tho-dién

Hdn di thit réi. Chi dé lai mdt xdp bdn thdo trén
ban viét, hdau hét la tho, chi c6 mot bai vin xudi, viét theo
161 tity biit, hay c6 thé néi la mot thit luu ky dé giti cho
nguoi & lai. Chii nha ciing la chd quen biét nén rdang cho
cho t6i khi nao xdp bdn thdo duwgc trao diing ngudi roi
méi lo don dep cdn phong dé cho nguoi khdc mudn. Cdn
phong vén con néng mili khéi thudc. Mot cdi givwong nhé.
Mot ban viét nhé ngé ra cita sé nhé. Xap bdn thdo duoc
ldy di roi thi trén ban chi con tro lai mét cdi gat tan
thudc béing thity tinh da dugc rita sach, lau kho, va ddt vip
xuéng. Hdn di that réi. Mot nha tho. Mot ga dién. Mot
ban viét. Mot cdi gat tan. Mot cude doi. Hdn cé dién
khong nhi? Cdi dé khé ma néi duoc. C6 thé doi voi cudc
doi nay, doi voi thién k¥ mdi nay, hdn dién that day.
Khong tin a? Thi doc thit nhitng gi hdn viét xem. Hcin viét
rdt tinh. Dy la bai viét tinh nhdt ciia hdn. Nhung van
khong bao gio dugc chiing ta chdp nhdn. Vay thi hin dién
thdt réi con gi! Nhung néi cho cing thi hdn la mot ga
dién rat dang yéu. Mot ga dién rat tho. Mot ga tho rat
dién. Mot ga dién khong qudy phd, khéng phién nhiéu ai.
Pién mét cdch lgng 1é, dm tham. Hdn vao doi bing ndi
dién am tham roi tir gid cudc doi ciing bang ndi dién dm
tham ay...
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Néu & doi nay con c6 mdt thit gi d6 dang noéi, va ¢
mot cich néi ndo d6 ding dung dén, thi hin Ia cdi bon
bi€t chit nghia nhu chiing ta phdi nghi dén tho, phdi
khong? U, chi ¢6 thd thodi, chit con vin xudi v§i ba thi
ti€u thuyét, hoi ky, nhat ky, truyén ngin, truyén vira,
truyén dai, tiy bat, tu truyén, bién khdo... thi c¢é quéi gi
dau. Chi dudc cdi dai hoi ma thuc chat chi phdn dnh ditc
tinh rudm ra cta nhitng ké nhiéu chuyén ma thoi.

T6i n6i vy khdng phai chi vi t6i 1a mdt thi si dau
nhé. Pirng voi cudi. Ban nghi ring t6i ty d€ cao minh
chit gi? Khong dau. Thuc t&€ né nhu vdy. D da ¢6 vai thi
phdm dudc in, t6i van chua bao gid 14y d6 lam diéu
minh chitng cho cdi vé thd clia tu than. Toi chi tu thiy
minh thd khi t6i s6ng va thd dugc cdi tho Ay bing nhitng
tra van, bing nhitng ddu hdi déi vdi con ngudi va cudc
ddi (tho-hdi-thd Ay ma!). I da, néi dén day thi 1ong boc
hitng, xin chd mot chiit d€ toi dot di€u thudc cdi di. Um
rm. Xong roi, toi da n6i gi ddy nhi. A, vi ddi toi rat tho
mong, cho nén t6i tu cho t6i 13 mot nha tho chi ching
phdi 1a giéng khi nao khac! Con nhitng bai thd trong
mdYy tap tho cha toi ddy a? Ui dao, c6 thiy ai nhic gi
dén tho t6i dau, ma thuc ra thi ngodi mdt sd bing hitu
cling ¢6 thd viin trén cling mot tJ bdo, cling ching may
ai bi€t gi dén to6i hay cdi but hiéu lam tho cla t6i ca.
Nhung ching sao ddu. Th€ gi6i thd hdm nay chi con &
nhitng ngudi di€én. Nhitng ngudi khong dién thi khong
bi€t thudng thitc tho. Cho nén tho t6i ma ching ai them
doc, hodc doc ma ching them d€ y, hoic d€ y ma ching
thém cdm nhan, hoic cdm nhin ma rdi vin khdng suéng
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mudn dién 1én dudc... thi d6 vAn 12 1& thudng tinh cla
mot thé€ gidi thudng tinh.

Oi, hay thtt tudng tugng mot thé gidi thudng tinh!
N6 kinh tdm va di dang khing khi&p biét bao! Lam sao
nhitng ngudi dién va nhitng nha thd c6 thé song trong d6
dudc nhi! Ngudi ta khong bi€t ring khi moi thit trén doi
déu dugc sip x&p gon ghé&, ngin nip, 6n dinh, né nép,
ngay hang thing 16i, vd nhit l1a an ninh, trit t... va
healthy!... &, 6, lanh manh, tdc 1a sic khde cd nhin ciing
nhu moi trudng sinh thdi, va ca tinh than nita, déu duogc
chui rita, ki co cho trong sach, thi th€ gidi sip stra budc
vao mot con khing hodng cuc ky khi€p ddm than siu!
Mot con khiing hodng véGi su thdc loan clda nhitng con
dién, ma lai 1a nhitng con dién khong tho mong! Nhitng
con dién ti€t cia nhitng ké khong dién, hodc nhitng ké
khong dién ma gid vo nhu ta diy 1a dién khing khi€p
1im (ma ky thyc chi 1a dién 14u c4, dién ma ma lanh
khon vit dit than dit ton! Toi goi nhitng ga gid dién nay
1a nhitng thing khung, chd con dién ddy a, dién né
thugng thira cao cd hon nhic¢u. Cdi thing dién né trong
sach 1dm, n6 khong bié€t hai ai, ciing khong biét I¢i dung
ai, khong nhiéu 13i 1dm chuyén, va dic biét 12 khong
biét gian, hon, 14y, tu 4i, tv cao, t ton...). Ua, t0i néi gi
viy kia? A, th€ gi6i khiing hodng.

Tai sao t6i dim néi nhu vay? Tai sao toi c6 thé
thiy truc duge con khiing hodng tdi té clia nhan loai
sép xdy dén? Tién tri ching? Khong, t6i khong phdi nha
tién tri. T6i cling khong phdi nhd khdo citu vé nhin
chiing, vé moi trudng, vé xa hoi, vé tim 1y va tim phan
hoc, vé€ gido duc hay vé kinh t€&, vé vin héa hay vé y-
dudc... Toi chi néi 1én cdi thdy rit thuc t& cda toi doi véi
nhitng gi ma ngudi ta dang van dong, dang tranh thi sip
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x&p va yéu ciu ca th€ gi6i phai th€ nay th& no. Tém lai
mot ciu la khi nhitng ngudi dién va nhitng ngudi sip
dién khong con co hoi dé dién nita, ciing nhu khi nhitng
nha tho va nhitng ngudi doc thd khong con cd hoi dé tho
nita, thi th€ gidi s& hdn loan theo chiéu hudng thi€u hin
chat dién va chit thd. Tinh trang cla th€ gidi hon nim
ngan nim nay 12 tinh trang hdn loan rat thién nhién dugc
diéu huéng va dung hoa bdi nhitng nha thd va nhitng nha
dién. Khi cdi diu cla nhitng nha tho va nhitng nha dién
tir tif dugc tiy rita di chit tho va chita lanh di chdt dién
thi nhén loai ciing tir tif budc vao mot ky nguyén cia su
khong-thd-khong-di€n! Nhan loai s€ ty hao, sung sudng
v6i nhitng diéu ho dang 1am d€ citu chita, citu nguy cho
hanh tinh ndy, ma ky thuc, ho dang tay trong tay, dé hué
bu6c vao mot ¢di chét tan da, kho khan, lanh Iung...

Thé gi6i khong-thd-khong-dién 13 thé giéi phan
thién nhién, 12 thd thé gidi cia nhitng con s& va nhitng
ky hiéu tin ky dién ti. Nhitng con s6 khong con dugc
diing d€ d€m bao nhiéu con chim, bao nhiéu chi&c 14,
bao nhiéu mua thu, bao nhi€u ngay thang dgi chg, bao
nhiéu ngudi tinh qua néo mong... ma chi lo d€m nhitng
ddng tién, ngan sdch thing gidm, s6 ngudi bi ung thu, s&
ngudi bd thudc 14, s6 ngudi bi bénh Aids, s6 di di€ém ma
cO, s6 bing ding ting gidm, sd to6i 4c va tai nan xe cO
trong nim, sd ngudi dén trudng va khong dé€n trudng, s
ngudi c6 con va khong cé con, bao nhiéu cip vd chdng
ly di va khong ly di, bao nhiéu ngudi tng hd 6ng tong
thong va bao nhiéu ngudi khong ting hd... Oi, nhitng con
s6 clia thim do, thong ké, liét k&, d6i chi€u, so sinh...
nhitng con s6 bi 16i di, bi bitc hi€p phdi x&p hang do6i vdi
nhitng danh tir, nhitng cum tir khong c6 chit gi thd mong!
Con s6 khong con 1a nhitng bi€u tugng don thuin, khong
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con don s6 moc mac nhu chinh né, ma cling khdong con
nita nhitng bi€u tugng. Chi c6 ky tugng, ky hiéu cida
nhitng con s6 khong con chit thd, nhitng con s6 nd 1¢ da
bi tuc-héa... Ay, ban cho riing t6i néi gi khé hi€u qua
h4? C6 gi khé hiéu dau, chi tai ban dd mat hét chat tho
va chat dién mdi khong hi€u nhitng gi t6i néi d6 thdi.
bing c6 lic dau, dirng c6 quay di, hay nghe t6i néi nay,
t6i n6i lai cdi diéu khi ndy tdi mudn néi ma chuwa néi hét
y: c6 mot sd ngudi, hay c6 thé néi 1a c6 mot thé luc,
dang van dong tudc bd tat ca tinh chit tho va nhitng phu
thudc cda tho. Thé luc nay dude diéu dong bdi nhitng ké
c6 dau 6c duge trang bi va cAu thanh bdi hé thdng dién
ti va nhitng ké nay lai dugc su ton thd, trong vong va chi
thanh chi thi€t cia mot ddm mon dé cu6ng tin khoa hoc.
Chinh ho dang xua dudi va truy diét nhitng gi thd mong
nhat trén hanh tinh nay. Ban thit nghi lai xem, c6 phai la
con ngudi cang lic cang ty miu thuin va khing hon
khong! (vira van dong trd vé v6i thién nhién vira huéng
thu cdc nhu liéu dién t&r, CD-Rom, mang luGi dién todn,
tién nghi vat chat clia thdi dai vin minh k¥ thuat...)
Khoan di, chd mot chit, dé t6i modi di€u thudc.
Pudc r6i, dugc réi, hi hi, thudc 1én gid lam cho hoi nay
di bo ra chg khong du tién tra, phii quay vé luc lai ba
tién cic 1 trong nha. P64, d6, sin diy néi ludn, ching
han nhu cdi viéc hit thudc. Ngudi ta van dong cAm hit
thuéc noi cong cong, 16i lai van dong cAm hiit thudc
trong nha c6 dan ba va con tré, vin dong cai thudc, rdi
lai ti€n thém, cAm quing cdo thudc 14... sau nay sé& ti€n
dén viéc cAm sdn xuit thudc 14 cho xem. Hé hé, néi dén
chuyén ciAm thudc 14 thdy thit 13 budn cudi qui ddi!
Nhan loai dang ti€n dé€n mdt tinh trang ty mau thuin, ty
tao cho minh nhitng diéu kién hdn loan méi, luynh qua
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luynh quynh trong chinh sgi diy tréi cia minh ma khong
bi€t! Ban khong thdy diéu d6 sao. Cho vi du a? Vay
chua rd sao lai can vi du nita. D€ coi nao, vi du nhu... vi
du nhu... &, d3 vi du r6i d6 ma, vi du nhu chuyén cdm
thudc 14 d6. Nay nhé, hay di tirng budc mot...

Bit ké di€u thudc ma toi c6 trén tay bit ngudn tir
dau, tir mdt thif lich s xa xdi ndo... ching han nhu Kha-
ludn-bd khi khim phd ra chdu My nim 1492 di thdy
nhitng ngudi da d6 ban xit hit thudc bing nhitng 6ng pip
dai soc! T d6, thudc 14 theo chian 6ng Kha-luAn-bd
ciing nhu nhitng thiy thi doan tim dit mdi sau nay, dem
thudc 14 truyén vao chiu Au. Tir chdu Au, thé ky thi 16,
Tdy Ban Nha vd B Pao Nha gieo ric huong vi cida
thudc 14 khip th€ gidi theo buc chan vién chinh, dd ho.
Ua, nghi riing khong cAn phai n6i nhimng diu trén ma
sao ty nhién lai néi! Thoi, hdy quay lai c4i hién tién nay.
C6 thé néi riing di€u thudc trén tay toi, 1A mén qua ting
qui gid nhit ma Kha-luin-bd mang lai cho thé& gi6i dé
kém ché& b6t con khiing hodng ctia nhitng thé ky can dai
va hién dai. C4i d6 cling 1a mot thi duyén ky la ddy chud,
phéi khong nao? Né&u thuc sy ¢c6 mot 6ng Thugng d€ tdi
cao nao d6 sip x€p moi thit thi hin 12 6ng da sip dit cai
chuyén Kha-luin-bd khdm phd ra chiu My dé rdi khdm
phd ludn mot thd vui mdi cho nhan loai. Chinh cai thu
vui ¢6 mudn ndy 13 dugc chat (ding 1a dugc chit theo
nghia den 1in nghia béng) c6 kha ning kém ché lai phan
nio nhitng xuin ngdc va sai 14m ma con ngudi tao ra.
Nay nhé, diy la nhitng vi du cu thé: khi toi dang ban biu
véi mot di€u thudc, ¢ phdi ring to6i phai tam thoi ngung
mot cong viéc khac, ching phai sao!

Cong viéc khdc 1a cong viéc gi? Cé thé 1a su tdy
mdy xuin dong clia cdnh tay, ban tay, ngén tay. Ciing 12
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clt dong clia tay, ngudi ta 1am nén diéu thién hay diéu
dc. Hiit thu6c ty né khong 1a thién, khong 1a dc. D6 chi
la mdt hanh ddong, mot ¢ chi trung gian, mot thsi gian
ngin cho su ngoi nghi giita cdc hanh vi 4c hay thién.
(M2 néi dén thién-dc thi ching bao gid nhan loai c6 thé
cling dua ra dugc mot két luan phd quat d€ xdc dinh the
nao hoan toan 1a thién, th€ nio hoan toan 1a 4c trong
tirng hanh vi, ¢ chi, ¥y niém ctia mdi con ngudi trong
hoan cdnh va thoi gian dic biét cia né). Cho nén trong
cdi tiéu cyc tdc hai clia thudc 14, hin 13 phdi cé nhitng
diéu bd ich & mit nao d6 khién cho hang triéu ngudi trén
th€ gi6i tir m4y trim nim nay, hay c4 vai ngan nim nay,
da bd cong, bd clia ra ma ddt, ma phi pheo khéi thude
bat k€ né hai d€n budng phdi hay sitc khde ciia chinh ho.

Du cho cdc nha khoa hoc va y dugc hoc c6 chitng
minh bao nhiéu diéu tdc hai clia thudc 14, ho ciing khong
thé phan bic dudc thuc t& ring thudc 14 12 mot thd kich
thich t6, mot chat xidc tic tinh thin d€ sin sinh nhitng
kiét tdc nghé thuat clia cédc tri€t gia, vin thi si, kich tdc
gia, nhac si, hoa si... n6i chung 1a cdc nghé si tai danh 16i
lac cta nhan loai. Thi tuéng tugng di, n€u khong c6 tha
xuc tdc tho mong va doc hai (cho stic khde) do, thi lam
sao cdc nghé si c6 thé siang tao ciac nghé phim cla ho
mot cach bénh bdng thd mdng duge; va thit hdi néu nhan
loai tir 2000 nam nay khong thudng thic va chiu danh
hudng bdi cic nghé phdm d6 thi thé gidi hom nay 1 céi
ddng phan dip dénh hoi thdi d€n mic ndo chit! Khong
phdi ring thudc 14 di 1am quin binh cdn can luc lugng
gifta cdc doi luc thién-dc, dién-tinh, thanh-pham, tho-
khong tho... trong thé€ gidi loai ngudi khi€n cho nhitng ké
ac (hay nhitng ké khong c¢6 chit mau dién va thd mong
nao) ché&t sém hon mot chiit dé thé€ giéi bét hdn loan
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ciing nhu chinh thudc 14 da khié€n cho nhitng ké dién va
thd mong chon dugc con dudng thit thd mong va dién dé
rit lui khdi thé€ gigi khuing ndy mdt cdch sém sta hon!
Ho phdi rit lui b6t va tlly theo mitc d6 xudng 1&n cia céi
ddm pham phu khong dién kia chif n€u nhitng nha dién
va nhitng nha tho cd hi huc sinh sdn va gianh vudn 1an
d4t véi bon pham phu thi th€ gidi nay cling ching con 1a
th€ gi6i. Cho nén, cdi gi cling tuong doi thoi nhé. O cdi
cdi bap bénh 40 héa nay ma cit doi hdi niém binh an hay
sy lanh manh tuyét doi thi rd that 1a khuing diy a. N&u
tdt cd nhan loai déu dién va song rat thd thim chi chi
can cdi ti 1& ngudi dién-tho nhiéu hon mic can thiét chiit
xiu thoi thi th€ gidi nay nd tung ngay; ngugc lai ciing
vay, thi€u moét nha tho-dién trong ddm 1,000 ngudi
khong-tho-dién thi th€ gidi s& bi hily hoai. Cit chd xem.
HE hé, chura hi€u a? Thi ctt 1,000 tén pham phu tuc ti
khong c6 mau dién thi c6 mot gi dién ra ddi dé ché ngu
bét. Khi ddm khong-dién ting nhiéu thi bon dién ciing
ting theo ti 1€ 1/1,000 do6.

Cho nén, khi ddm pham khong-dién ngay nay niy
ra cdi chiéu thitc cAm thudc 14 thi qud that 1A mudn bio
hiéu mot thdi ky den t6i mi 10a clia mot thé gidi bing
thing ngay ngin nhu phi dao cda sin bay... C4i th& gidi
4y chic chidn s& cdo chung ngay sau d6 ching bao lau
dau bdi vi n6 rat 1a khuing khi doi hdi cdc diéu kién
thuan 1¢i mot chiéu cho ddi song binh an clia dam pham
phu (vOn di cang lic cang gia ting khing khi€p khi€n
cho ti 1& 1/1,000 da bi phd v& va bién thanh 1/10,000!)
ma khong ngd ring chinh mot chit bt an dim thém cho
doi sdng ndy mdi gilt dudc sy binh an cho th€ gidi va
lam ndi bat cdi vé dep bi trang cda cudc ddi. Khoan, cin
phdi gidi thich thém chit xiu & di€m nay: khong phai cdi
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tay nao hit thudc 14 cling 12 nhitng nha dién va nhitng
nha thd cd dau nhé! G day chi ¢6 ti 16 1/100 (e c6 thé 1a
1/1,000 nira kia, nhung thoi, cd cho mdt con sd khiém
nhudng 1a 1/100 di). Tdc 1a trong 100 ga hit thudc, chi
c6 1 gi l1a thyc sy hit thudc thdi. 99 gi hiit thudc mot
ciach cudng nhiét, hit nhu nghién ngip, hit khong
thudng thitc va khong sdng tao bat cit mdt thanh phim
nghé phim nio cho ddi qua khéi thudc; ddm nay hit
thudc d€ gidn ti€p gép phan lam gidm tudi tho va nhin
sO can thié€t cho nhan loai. Chi c6 mdt g dién trong s6
d6 13 hit d€ giit gin mot chit thd cho thé gi6i thoi. PAYy,
cho nén cam thudc 14, twdng ring don gidn lam lanh
manh cho th€ giéi hda ra chi 1am hai. B&i vi su sdng tao
ddc ddo thi khong bao gid dudc ndy sinh tir nhitng phi
dao hay tr mot thé gidi binh an. Cdi sdng tao nd tdi ur
nhitng con dién, tir sy ddy dua dén dau clia than x4c hay
clia tAm hon. Th€ gidi nay s& di con ton tai dén ngay
hdm nay vdi nhan s§ tran lan lai ldng mot cdach khong
cAn thi€t ma khong bi nd tung 13 chinh nhd sy map mdy,
dong day hay dong cdn cia nhitng con dién. Hay thi gia
thém mot chiit tudng tudng d€ thay cdi k&t qud ma con
ngudi ngay nay mong dgi qua cdc cudc van dong va cic
phong trao lam sach mdi trudng ctia ho. RO rang 1a mau
thuiin, mau thuAn mot cdch khoi hai va rat 1a vo duyén.
Nay nhé, tai sao ngudi ta c¢6 thé€ vira sg nhAn méan
vira khuyé&n khich sinh sdn! Thyc 12 budn cudi khi ngudi
ta bit ddu nom nép lo sd su tran ngdp clia con ngudi
khién cho dién tich dit séng ciing nhu luong thuc sé& bi
khan hi€m thi€u hut trong mdt tuong lai ndo d6 dong
thdi ngudi ta lai tao ra nhitng qui uéc d€ rang budc nhau
roi khich 1& su sinh dé, cAm ky nhitng phudng thitc 1am
gidm thi€u hay cdn tr§ sy sinh dé... nhung ciing khong
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quén doc sich bdo playboy, playgirl, coi phim khiéu
dam, udng thudc Viagra! Oi trdi, cit tudng tugng mot nha
gido dang van dong sinh vién hoc sinh phdt truyén don
chong thudc 14 sau khi tan trudng ghé vao hiéu thudc tay
mua vai vién Viagra! Cdi hinh 4nh gi k¥ qudi thé!
Ching phai nha gido 4y van dong Ging ho nan nhin min
sao chtt! Bd twdng ring chuyén nhin midn va chuyén
thudc 14 khong quan hé gi nhau sao ca!

Xem nao, nim vita qua trén mot dai phat thanh
qudc t&€ ndi ti€ng loan tin ring cdc nha nghién ctu y
dudc vira dua ra mot gi thi€t (chi 12 gid thi€t thoi, may
ong khon 1im, dau c6 tuyén bd nhitng két luan chic nich
100%1) ring, “c6 thé” thudc 14 s& lam gidm van dé ham
mudn tinh duc cho phdi nam. Hi hi, nghe cdi tin d6 toi
bi€t ngay 12 mAy 6ng ba khoa hoc gia di bi sy mua
chudc clia cdc hdi cAm thudc 14 d€ dua ra mot vai 15i
cénh cdo nhu th€ ma thdi (cdnh cdo bing mot giad thiét
thi ching c6 hai gi cho uy tin nghé nghiép chuyén mon
ctiia khoa hoc gia cd). Thit tudng tugng thém mot chut
nita di: sau khi nhitng 13i cdnh cdo trén dua ra, nhitng
ngudi trong bang hdi chong thudc 14 hin 1a rat dic y,
ngdi rung dui nhap trd néng in banh ngot d€ chic mirng
nhau, ca tung nhau... vd chinh vi khong hit thudc nén
van d@é tinh duc cta ho rdt manh, ho ciing s& in ming
bing nhitng cudc hanh lac thAu dém sudt sdng, vg hay
chong khong ddp ng dugc nhu cAu tinh duc cta ho thi
ho ling quing lin quin di tim d6i tugng khdc, méo ma
ga dong, loan phung nem cha... t& hon thi din d&€n nhitng
vu hdm hi€p bay ba, hoic ham hi€p c6 sy ddng thuin
clia nan nhan, hodic sdch nhi€u tinh duc vdi ngudi cling
s8, khdc s, v6i ngudi cling nha, khic nha... cho dén ca
nhitng bic miu myc ditng dau trong chinh quyén, trong
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ton gido, trong nganh gido duc... vin cif bi mang ti€ng
mang tai nhu thudng ve chuyén tinh duc bay ba... Sao
vay? C6 cdi gi thira mifa bat 6n ndi nhitng than thé
cuong trang khong binh cia nhiing ngusi khong hit
thudc chiing? Va qui vi hiy trd 15i dum t6i cAu hdi nay:
lam sao c6 thé gidi quyét dugc nan nhin min trong
tuong lai nhu qui vi yéu cdu trong khi qui vi rdt 1a hi
hirng duwa ra cdi “gid thi€t” 1a thudc 14 1am gidm tinh
duc? Rdi qui vi con thong thém mdt cAu vira him doa
vira khich 1& rat v 1a dim dang: “C6 I& tir nay (khi gid
thi€t nay dudc duwa ra) cdc ding may riu sé gidm di
chuyén hiit thudc rat nhiéu bdi vi ching ai mudn gidm di
céi chuyén rat can thiét...” Lam nhu 13 cudc song chi c6
rong mot thit nhu cau pham tyc Ay vay! Rd rang 1a mot
thit gid thiét duge dua ra bdi mot nhém phu nit, hin la
vay, vi qui vi nghi ring ddi vdi dan dng thi chi c6 mot
tht ho khodi nhat, mudn du dd ho thi chi cdn nhim vao
cdi khodi 4y thoi. Tdi con nghi ring cdi ddu méi cla su
tranh cdi kién tung, chong d6i nhau vé thudc 14 né dudc
khdi nguyén tir hai vg chong nao d6 (hoic 1a chdng hiit
thudc vg khong, hodc ngudgc lai). Gdy cdi nhau trong nha
mii ma khong cling, ho diy vian dé ra trudc cong
chiing... rdi tir tir thanh mot phong trao. Hai vg chong
diu tién dua phong trao Ay ra chic biy gid da gia ld
khong con hoi stc tranh ludn hodc da qua ddi vi bénh
lao phdi (khdng phai lao phdi vi thudc 14 ma vi lao tAim
khd tri va nhoc hoi cdi co nhau qud dd) nhung phong
trao ct vay ma di t6i, di t6i, thanh mot mén hang thoi
thuong hop vé sinh nhit cda thé ky. P4y, nhu vay day.
Hiy quay lai vin dé tinh duc va thudc 14. Qui vi mudn gi
day? Mu6n cim thudc 14 va khuyén khich tinh duc?
Chap nhin nan nhin min hon 12 cho phép hit thudc?
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Qui vi thuc 12 khung! Cho ring cdi gid thié€t cda qui vi
dua ra 1a kha tin di, vay thi, khi tinh duc sung man ma
khong hiit thudc dé 1am gidm con duc thi chi ¢6 tim cdch
lam biy ma thoi. Thé sao nhitng dau 6¢ thong minh clia
qui vi khong nghi ra thit thudc nao lam gidm tinh duc ma
lai di ch€& bi€n thudc Viagra? Ma céi nan cla tinh duc toi
e ring n6 con khiing khi€p hon céi nan hit thudc cé trim
1an. Nhat 12 cdi nan 4y lai dugc bay ra bdi nhitng ngudi
khong c6 chit chat thd hay chat dién nao! Cdi nan &y c6
hai mit nghich chiéu ma mit nao ciing hai ca: hoic gép
phin lam Idy lan bénh Aids va cdc chitng bénh lién quan
truc ti€p dén bd phan tinh duc (chua k€ cic bénh khic
nhu yé&u than, dau lung, rd diu gdi...), hoic gép phin
lam ting din s&! Qui vi mudn cd th€ gidi ndy sinh va
song trong su diu dit cia nhitng con dong cdn duc tinh
khong chiit tho mong dién cudng lai rai ndo sao? Qui vi
mudn cé thé€ gidi nay bi€n thanh mdt mau thuin tiy, mot
mau tring duc cla gii hoc dudng, y dudc, bénh vién,
nha xdc? Hay chi don gidn 12 mudn ki€n tao mot thé gidi
lanh manh vé thé chat? Lanh manh thé chat d€ lam quéi
gi v6i nhitng tAm hon bénh hoan chi! Cdi thé chat lanh
manh cdia qui vi, vd ¢4 phong trao rinh rang rim 16 dang
1én clia qui vi ciing ching mang theo mdt thi hanh 1y
dao ddc méi mé cao dep nao ca ngoai trir sy lam dung
dan ba va tré em 1am 14 chidn tranh diu cho muc tiéu
riéng cda minh. Vay rdi véi mot thé xdc lanh manh va
su thic bach clia duc vong, qui vi s& déng gép gi cho thé
gi6i ndy? Lam ftinh, ngoai tinh, hi€p dim, sdch nhiéu
tinh duc, sinh sdn bita mita, ho hao ngira thai hay chong
phd thai, k€t 4n va gi€t chét nhitng ngudi thudc phe ling
ho ngira thai hay nhitng ngudi chong ph4 thai, udng thém
nhiéu thudc bd va Viagra? P4y, diy, nén dao dic an
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sinh x4 hoi cda qui vi 12 nhu th&? Qui vi gin c6 1én,
gdng stic minh 1&n, cd mot doi, dé thiét 1ap mot xa hoi,
mot th€ gidi khat khiing dudng ay! Hiy tu hdi lai xem,
th€ gidi ndy ¢ cin ching su truyén gidng clia nhitng con
ngudi chi thudn tiy théng minh mot cdch vé sinh sach sé&
ngay ngin thing thém thom tho lich ling xing 14n thin
nhon nhip ron rang rong ta réng tuéch ma khong hé mot
1an trong ddi biét ngdi ling mot minh? Rot cude, qui vi
chi ty diéu va dang tu t ma khong biét. HUr, toi chua ké
mdt van nan khdc ciing lién quan dén nhan min 1a sy
thi€u hut luong thyc. He he, néu thuc sy ban muén néi
mot chit vé nhitng diéu thuc dung thi tdi cling nhic
thém nhu vay: ban cho riing thu6c 14 1am gidm chuyén
dn udng, 1am ngudi ta in mAt ngon. Piing, t6i cong nhan
diéu d6 da dudc ching minh trong thuc t&€. Vi may ngudi
ban bd thudc 14 clia t6i da trd thanh nhitng ngudi ham dn
mot cdch ddng s¢. Bdy gid ho di map phi ra gip doi so
vdi thdi gian hiit thude tru6e day va bat dau chiu ton tién
t6n bac dé€ xin tham du nhitng chuong trinh kiéng cit in
udng rat khd nhoc. P6 qua that 13 thanh qud ddng ké cho
mot xa hoi ludbn mong udc dao tao nhitng ngudi map
map miim mim thira mifa. Nhung thit tuéng tudng may
chuc triéu ngudi trén thé€ gii bd hiit thudc va trd thanh
mot luc lugng ham dn hiing hiu thi ¢6 phéi 1a lam ting
thém ndi lo 4u cho toan ciau vé van dé thi€u hut luong
thuc hay sao chit! RS rang 12 nhitng ¢& ging clia cdc ban
chi tao ra nhitng két qué chong trai 1an nhau.

Hay, tdi chua hét y ddu: con mot van dé nghiém
trong khé4c lién quan dén chuyén loai bd thudc 14 ra khdi
hanh tinh nay. Ching han, noi mot sd dat nudc luon bi
de doa bdi su nghéo d6i va ndi sau tham trién mién nhu
da't nu6ce cia toi ching han... noi d6, 75% ngudi dan hiit
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thudc 14, c6 nghia la phai c6 it nhat hang mdy chuc triéu
ngudi hiit thudc va dong thdi ciing c6 hang triéu ngudi
sinh sdng bing nghé bin thudc 14 1&. Thit tudng tuong
mot xit s& nhu th€ ma khong c6 thudc 14 thi xa hoi s& roi
loan, khé dau hon d&€n mic nio! Ban c6 biét ring & xu
s Ay, bdy gid ngudi ta néi: “Diéu thudc chay tudt cong
viéc” thay Vi “miéng trau lam ddu cdu chuyén” nhu
ngudi xuwa cla ho; va “diéu thudc dot chdy to gidy” thay
Vi “dong bac choc thiing to gidy” nhu ngudi phuong Tay
n6éi. C4 mot dat nudc c¢6 nén vin hi€n gin nim nghin
nim d4ng ty hao bay gid lai 1y di€u thudc 1am nén tdng
cho moi giao ti€p, tir tinh bing hitu cho dén cdc thudng
vu tai chinh 16n hay nhd, thim chi cd nhitng trao d6i
trong nhitng dia hat nghiém tic nhu ton gido, vdn hoa,
gido duc, an sinh xa hoi, chinh tri, ngoai giao... khong
phadi chi tir ha ting co s§ ma con ching chira § cap
thugng ting trung wong nifa kia: tit cd tif trén xudng
dudi, tir 16n d&€n nhd, bat ky dia hat ndo, ciing déu 14y
di€u thudc 1am chat xic tic d€ mdi cho chdy cdi ning
lugng ctia sy thoa thudn va y chi lam viéc. Khéng ¢6
thudc 14 thi cong viéc khong thé nao chay dugc diu ban
a. Hirm, c4i xa hoi 4y, con ngudi o li va thu dong giong
nhu nhitng dau thu hda clia thdi th€ chié€n, khong dot thi
n6é ching chiu chay dau a. Trong khi & cdc xi giau c6,
vin minh, ngudi ta ddnh gid nhau qua chi€c xe hdi cil
mdi, hiéu gi, thi & dit nudc toi, ngudi ta li€c mit that
nhanh—nhanh nhu sao xet 4y—vao di€u thudc gin trén
modi mdt ngudi, hoic noi cdi hdp thudc ma ngudi Ay dit
trén ban. Cai hop thudc vudng vin, cé chit ma vang, in
nhiéu mau va déng diu ndi, thi hi€n nhién Ia gid tri hon
nhitng bao thudc xop in myc xanh hay den lem ludc...
Pié&u thudc c¢6 dau loc, duge sdn xuit bing mdy méc, ndi
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nhitng hing thudc ndi ti€ng lic nio ciing no tron diy
din, cAm 1én thdy niing ning thi it 1a thom va sang cd
hon nhitng di€u thudc van bing tay clia ngudi lao dong
gia tré 16n bé trong nhitng nha 14, nha ton, hAm hip néng
bifc... C4i hop quet niim trén hop thudc ciing thé, né gép
phan chitng minh phim gid ctia chii nhan diy ban a. Huc
huc, mudn to6i néi thém chit gi nita khong vé dit nudc
t01? Nay nhé, trong khi nhitng xa hdi vdn minh ngay nay
dang gan lai véi nhau qua su ndi k&t mang lu6i dién
todn thi & dit nudc d6, ngudi ta da nhiét tinh dan k&t véi
nhau, mot cach gin bo, ching chit, béi nhitng dudng day
thudc 14 day troi! Di€u thudc & xtt toi da dung, da ning
hon di€u thudc & xa hdi nay nhiéu. Cho nén, ciing thit
khé tuéng tudng ndi 1 xt s§ toi sé ra 1am sao khi khong
c6 thudc 14. C6 1& liic Ay nhitng ngudi cAm quyén sé& khé
tinh hon; nhitng ngudi lao dong sé Iudi bi€ng hon; nhitng
ngudi budn nidn va thit vong s& dé tu t& hon; nhitng
ngudi buc doc sé d& giy gd va Au da hon; nhitng gidy
phiit ngdi nghi s&€ mat di; nhitng ngudi chd dgi nhau s&
khong con nhin nai dudc nita; va nhitng con sadu mudn
th4t chi s& khong con 16i tho4t... néi tém lai Ia giita con
ngudi v6i nhau, s& khong c6 mot gach ndi thda thuin
dong tAm nao nita cd. Nhu vdy, mot khi thudc 14 khong
con thi x4 hoi 4y sum theo. Ha, ban khong tin dudc sao?
Chuyén dé tin nhu vy ma van khong tin dugc, la nhi!
C6 gi dau, chi vi § cdi ndi chdn ma moi tht déu khong
that, moi thit déu 1a gid—ngay ca thudc 14 ciing c¢6 hang
nghin thit thudc 14 gid—thi con ngudi & d6 chi con mot
phuong cich duy nhat d€ giit cho minh ton tai 12 bdm
vao cdi cht xiic tdc dAn minh vao nhitng con mong 4o.
Thoi, 6 1& t6i chi néi s6 s6 vai diéu nhu vay. N6i
nhiéu qud khong chirng nhitng 15i cia minh lai trd thanh
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thit phuong chim tao lao cho mdt nhém tai phiét ban
budn ndo dé van dong cho nganh sdn xuit thudc 14! Toi
ching bao gid c6 y ing ho may cdi dai cong ty san xuat
thudc 14 cd (di ring t6i hay cdc ban déu c6 thé thiy
trudc mot vién tugng khd bi thim 13 hang triéu ngudi sé
bi that nghiép di & xi nay hay & xit s& ngheo déi cia
t06i—néu cdc dai cong ty Ay bi khai phd sdn hoic bi cAm
hoat dong). T6i chi ngdm ngli nhic lai, nhin lai mot chdt
vé cdi thi tiéu khién da c6 tir nhiéu thé ky, di tiing déng
g6p nhitng trang st trang 1& huy hoang cho thé gidi, da
titng vd vé bao tAim hdn dau khd sdu mudn, bao gidy
phut chd dgi nhé nhung nhau, bao cOng trinh tim 6c quén
ngay quén thang. Oi, nhin lai xem, bi€t bao 13 hinh dnh
dep, biét bao 12 ky niém ém dém quin qua quin quit
gitta di€u thu6c va con ngudi, gilta nhitng ngudi ban
chung tinh déng diéu & khip noi trén hanh tinh nay.
Dbi€u thudc, mdi di€u thudc, 12 modt ngudi ban, mot tri ky
khong 13i, modt ngudi ban ludn ling nghe, bi€t v vé an
Gi biing chinh sy thi€u hdy ban thin minh. O ddi ban ¢6
thay ai hy sinh chinh ho d€ 1am vui 1ong ngudi khdc nhu
di€u thudc khong nhi? Pi€u thudc ciing phi du nhu con
phu du, chdy 1én trong anh lra, nhung con phu du thi hy
sinh cho chinh né, con di€u thudc thi hy sinh cho ban,
cho ndi budn hay niém vui ctia ban, cho thdi gian trong
ving cda ban, cho cdi cd don khiing khi€p tan bao cia
doi ban.

Nhin lai xem, nao hay nhin lai xem. Khoan, chg t6i
dot di€u thudc, vang mot di€u nifa thdi, hoic ¢ thé 1a
mot vai di€u cudi cling clia doi t6i. Ban c6 thdy khong,
0i, c6 khi chi kéo mdt hoi thudc thdéi ma thay cd mot biic
tranh toan bich cia nhin loai. Khdng phai la toan nhan
loai trong gidy phiit hién tai ma bao gdm ludn cid qua
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khit. C4i dep tuyét vdi nhat cla ddi ngudi 1a & chd d6—
né ludn ludn phat sinh tr sy lién tudng, tir sy tudng
tugng. Néu ching c6 chit trdim tr suy tudng, lién tudng
hay tudng tugng thi d6t di€u thude nay ching c6 y nghia
gl cd, chi 1a dot tién va dot sic khde. Nhung khi mot
ngudi bi€t hiit thudc, bi€t néi chuyén véi di€u thudc, biét
gid tri cda di€u thudc, thi d6t mot di€u thude 13 thip
sdng lén biic tranh toan bich Ay, thip sing c& mdt lich st
dai lau cda nhan loai. PAy nay, di€u thudc nay, cich
diy tram nim hay ngan nim, hay la ¢ ngay trong hién
tai ndy, & nhitng ndi chon khdc nhau, c6 nhitng ngudi
khong hé biét nhau, khong tirng thdy mit nhau, khong
tirng nghe ti€ng nhau, dang cing d6t Ién va pha nhitng
lan khéi méng vao khong gian. Mot ga tinh si 1ling diing
bén bd hd. Mot vin si bén cita s6 nhin ra vudn sau. Mot
thi nhan ding trén dinh ndi cao. Mot ngudi linh trdn lom
khom tya minh vao vdch dd. Mot ky nit gd nhip chian
trén he phd ving khich. Nhitng ngudi ban tri Am gip go
nhau. Nhitng ngudi tinh quay quit chd dgi nhau. Nhitng
ngudi tif th thic sdng dém trong nguc thit. Nhitng bd
song. Nhitng qudn ca phé via hé. Nhitng c6ng vién vGi
gh& d4 b trong. Nhitng san trudng khong tha'y bong sinh
vién. Nhitng bdi dau xe vdng ngdt. Nhitng hang hién
khong ngudi qua lai. Nhitng binh minh trdng 1€ huy
hoang. Nhitng budi trua ving ving ti€ng coi thu xa xa.
Nhitng man dém dm xié€t bao tinh siu. Nhitng budi chiéu
mau nidng ling 1€ roi xuéng cung ndi bang khuing nhé
nha. Oi cdi gi th€? Ving, nhitng noi chén, nhitng hoin
canh, nhitng tdm tinh, nhitng thGi gian, da 1an lugt hién
hitu rdi troi di cling khéi thudc. Ngudi ta chi thay cdi dep
clia nhitng tic phdm my thuit ma khong thiy cdi dep
ling 1& vo danh clia nhitng di€u thudc trén tay ngudi
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nghé si. Khong thdy nhitng tan tro Am tham rdi xudng.
Khong thdy nhitng lan kh6éi mdng ling ding bay 1én.
Khéi, tro, tan bién di. Chi c6 nghé phdm 12 & lai 1au dai
vGi doi. Ngudi thudng 1am, ngudi 4i my, lam ban vGi nha
nghé si khi 6ng ta budng bit xudng. Chi c6 di€u thudc
mdi 12 ngusi ban dudng ctia nghé si trong nhitng phut
tram 1ing nhat cda tu duy, trong nhitng con dat dS phiéu
h&t nhat cia mong twdng va hoang tudng. Pém ciing nhu
ngay, lic no cling nhu lic doéi, lic giau cling nhu lic
ngheéo, lic vinh quang ciing nhu khi sa cd thit van, luén
ludn di€u thudc 12 ngudi ban cin ké va trung thanh nhat
ctiia ngudi nghé si tai hoa.

C6 nhitng tay dai phd bd hang triéu my kim dé
mua nhitng biic danh hoa cia Picasso, Van Gogh hay
Claude Monet vé treo trong phong khach tu gia. Nhitng
ngudi nay ciing Ging hd hdi chong thudc 14 diy. Lai c6
nhitng nit doc gid doc hang trim, hang nghin cudn sich
clia nhiéu tdc gid khdc nhau, tir cAn dai d&n hién dai, di
dau cling mang theo minh nhitng cudn sich, mé sach mé
truyén dén dudng d6, nhung chinh ho ciing dang tham
gia nhitng cudc van dong chong thudc 14 day. Pdi vdi da
phan cdc nghé si tai hoa ma néi, thyc ra cAm ho hiit
thudc ho van ci sdng tic dudc chit ching phdi khong.
Nhung cdi gia vi vo hinh d€ ném vao cic mén in tinh
than da bi ludc gidm di rdi. Ban khong biét diu, & mot
doan vin, mot ciu tho, hay mot nét vé d6, néu c6 mot
hdi thubc 14 vao thi két qui s& khong gidng véi khi
khong hiit thudc. Ping vao cdi ldc ngdy ngit ling ling
khi rit vao mdt hoi thudc, nhitng tu tudng tuyét vdi ndo
dé & sau thim nhat trong tiém thiic c6 thé dudc vuc diy.
Hay, cdc cdu cdc c6 nghién cttu y dudc ctt dua ra nhitng
phan tich, nhitng k&t qud chi li, cho ring thuc ra khéi
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thudc vé6i chit nicotine chi 1am tri tré sy suy tudng chi
khong c6 khd ning lam phan khich nhu nhitng ngudi hit
thuc quen nghi; rdi lai néi ring sy tin twdng vao khoéi
thudc trong tu duy sing tao chi 1a do tudng. Oi, néi vay
thi ciing chang hi€u céc ldc gi cdi qud trinh sdng tic clia
nghé nhan c4. Ha, phai biét ring cdi diéu ma nghé si tu
duy nghiém chinh theo phong céch thong tuc doi thudng
chi mdi 1a c4i phong cho nghé phdim—~4 phan Ay, ching
can hit hdi thudc nao ciing ch3 sao cd. Nhung nhitng tu
twdng thAm tham tuyét vdi nhat clia hidn thi boc phdt &
chinh gidy phidt ma hin phdi vudt qua cdi 1€ théi clia tuw
duy, budc vao th€ gi6i clia 4o tudng, loan twdng, cdi thé
gi6i ma hin khong con kha ning dé€ ki€m sodt dudc nita.
Chinh tir gidy phiit d6, chinh & giai doan d6, cdi thin clia
nghé phim mdi dugc phat ti€t, tudn trao. N&u chi ngdi
nghiém chinh ngay ngdn ndi c4i ban viét sach s& thom
tho ngin nidp gon ging dé€ hit thd déu din va suy tu mot
cdch né nép than trong dang hoang thi... di chao, chi dé
ra nhitng sdch bién khdo, gido khoa va sich hoc lam
ngudi thoi ban a!

Ngudi ta kéu goi cdc nghé si hdy sdng tao, hay
sdng tac, hdy vé&, hay viét, hdy dan, hay ca cho hay, cho
dat, nhung ddng thdi ct la 6 chong do6i khéi thudce, y
chirng ho mudn cdc nghé si nay hdy vira nhai keo
chewing gum vira sdng tdc 4y ma. Hiy thi tuéng tuong
mot tic pham dugc hoan thanh bdi mudi ngan cho téi
mudi tri€u cdi nhop nhép ctia hai ham riang sach sé,
khde manh va cin cli xem nao! Tac phdm Ay néi cdi gi
th& nhi? C6 tu tudng thAm vién nao hay mot y i xuit
than ndo dugc ndy sinh bsi sy van dong 6n Ao va tho bao
cda quai ham khdng nhi? Nhai keo hay nhAm muc kho
vdi bia chi c¢6 thé thich hdp v6i nhitng ngudi viét sdch
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day niu #n thoi!

Toi s& khong hiit thudc nita trong mot ngay rat gan,
c6 1& 12 nhu vay. Khong phai tdi bi thic diy bdi nhitng
1i rao gidng vé tdc hai cla thudc 14 dau ban a, nhung
bdi vi sdng & ddi ndy ciing phdi biét diéu mot chiit.
Ngudi ta néi ring t6i hdi gan, hdi dién, nhung thyc ra toi
ciing biét diéu 1& nghia, biét 1& diing sai thuian theo moi
trudng x4 hoi 1dm chit. T6i khdong mudén gan budng
chong lai ky cling cho quyén ty do cla toi—modt cdi
quyén ma moi ngudi & thé gidi vin minh déu dé cao hét
muc—dé rdi cdc ban lai mang ti€ng 13 tuc doat né clia
t6i. Toi cling khong mudn néi 1én tit cd diéu nay d€ rdi
dudgc mot chinh quyén hay mot iy ban qudc t&€ vé thudc
14 cho t61 hay nhitng ngudi nghé si sdng tdc thit dic an
dic quyén gi @6 vé viéc hiit thudc 14, ching han cip cho
mdt gidy phép hiit thuéc hodc mdt cdi biing chitng nhan
nghé si d€ dugc hit thudc. Hr, ¢ hai trudng hgp trén
déu khong dugc, nhat dinh 12 khong dugc. Thi nhat, tdi
ghét nhat nhitng cdi goi 12 “dic quyén”; cdi thit 4y trao
dén tay ai 1a dim chét ngay ké Ay trong hu d6n, hén mat
va kiéu hanh mdt cdch 18 bich. Con vé gidy chitng nhan
nghé si do a? 6i, chi 1a chuyén rudi bu ki€n dau thoi. Vi
sao &y a? BGi vi, khong 1& nhitng ngudi khong c6 mot
chiit tho hay chit dién niao ma lai c6 thim quyén cap
gidy ching nhan dién, chitng nhan tho cho mot nghé si?
Con nira, khong 1€ nhitng ngudi tho va nhitng ngudi dién
lai di dién don d€ xin gidy chitng nhan dudc 1am nghé
si? Con nifa, 18y cdi tiéu chudn nao dé€ xét dinh ring gi
nay, ga no xing dang 1a mot nha tho, mot nha dién, mot
nha nghé si? Con nita, khong 1& ké nao c6 tdc pham in ra
thi déu dudc coi 12 nghé si? Khong 1& ké nao khong c6
tdc phim dugc in thi khong phai 12 nghé si? Khong 1&
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mudn duge hit thudc thi phdi rang 1am cdi gi d6 dé
chting minh ring minh 12 nghé si? Oi miy cdi trd d6 ma
bay ra chi thém thdi cho ddi. P6 1a chua néi dén khi ma
moi 1y do khong thé chap nhin vira néu § trén déu dugc
am Ut chidp nhin, thi cdi man nghé-si-dudc-dic-quyén-
hiit-thudc sé din dé€n mdt thi van nan budn cudi 16 bich
khdc. Chiang han khi mot thi nhan dang ngdi hiit thudc
bén bd song d€ 14y hiing cdm thi c6 anh chang canh sét
lim le khdu siing bén hong, véi bd mit 1am ra vé oai
phong 1Am liét 1am, ti€n dé&n gin, doi phdi trinh gidy
chiing nhan nghé si! Oi, chi méi twdng twgng thir chiit xiu
cdi man d6 da thdy n6é thim siu va chdn ngiy th& nao
Ay!

Cho nén, tdi néi rdi: t6i khong cd ging nhiéu 15i dé
doi hdi cdi gi cho téi hay dong ban cda téi dau. Toi chi
mudn thuin theo van xoay cdia cudc ddi. Khi da s& moi
ngudi mudn vy, toi s& ton trong tudn theo. Tuan theo
bing cdch khdng lam gi chong trdi v6i né chit khong
phdi 1a chap nhan né.

Cudc doi tuong lai ma cdc ban nd luc gdy dung nd
s& nhu vay, gidng nhu mot trudng hoc tdn gido hay mot
bénh vién tAim thin. Th€ gidi ngdy mai c6 thé 13 khong
con thudc 14 nita va dong thdi cling khong con bat ky
mot nghé phdm sdng tao nao ra ddi nita—noi vay khong
c6 nghia ring khong c6 thudc thi khdng siang tdc; ma chi
c6 nghia ring, khi nhitng c4 nhan bi Iha di nhu vit vao
mot ao til ¢6 vong rao vay sin, bi ddng héa dén tin cling
hoi thd, nu cudi va suy tudng dé két thanh mot tdng thé
tir trén xuéng dudi gidong nhau, tir trai qua phdi déu nhau,
tir trudc dén sau chiang khac, thi thuc su 13 ching con
mot thi gi ¢6 thé dugc coi 1a “nghé pham.” Chi c6 nhitng
san phdm dugc sin xuat bdi nhitng dau 6c¢ todn hoc
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nghiém chinh. Th& gi6i nay s& khong con chat thd. Va
khong con chat dién. Toi khong mudn chd dgi thé gidi
4y tr§ thanh hién thuc, vi vay to6i phdi 1én dudng di
trude. Pi ddu ddy 4? Chic 12 vao rirng sdu ndi thim, hay
mot x4 xinh xa x0i ndo d6, ndi ma “chit tho moéng 4y
hdy con, anh vé thi ciing vita tron tram ndm.” ®
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Hin di tdu mot cdn biét thy § Malibu, thdy don
ddc qua bén doi vé thanh phd Fountain Valley dé gan
giii khu vuc c6 ddong ngudi Viét cling nhu hang quin
Viét cho tién. Khu nay nha ctta dit gid hon cdc thanh
phd 1an cin. Hin mua mot cdn nha to 16n, khang trang,
nhiéu phong. Nhung rdi, ciing ching c¢6 thém niém vui gi
cho doi sdng giau c6 cta hidn cd. Giau c6 mot cdch 4m
thAm ling 1&. B&i vi khong 18 di khoe véi moi ngudi ring
t0i da tring s6 128 triéu, tring mdt minh, 6m gon mdt
minh 20 nim! Khoe thi &t 1a chét sém. Con khdng khoe
thi... ti€p tuc sdng mdt dJi him hiu trén ndi vang! Ly
vg thi hin ching mudn, vi nhiéu 1y do 1im. Hbi con co
han, hin ciing c6 nghi dén chuyén lap gia dinh khi c6
chiit von li€ng va nghé nghiép vitng chii. Nhung tir lic
thanh triéu phi rdi, hin sg phai 14y vd. S¢ mat tu do, s¢
bi chia tai sdn, va s¢ ring ngudi ta khong thuc 10ng yéu
hdn ma chi yéu déng tién clia hin thdi. BSi vi néu b
qua mdt bén cdi yé€u td quan trong 1a triéu phd ctia hin
thi khong c6 gdi nao—hay la ngay ca nhitng ngudi dan
ba sdn son dang c6 chdng hoic gba chong nao—thém dé
y dén hin cd. Cho nén, cudi cung thi hin vin cit song
h&m hiu nhu thudng.

Thyc sy khong ai bi€t hdn 12 mot triéu phd, mot
ngudi c6 thé vung tay mot cdi 1a chi ra may chuc ngan
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hay cd trim ngan nhu choi. Lam triéu phi ma ching ai
biét ca, thé€ thi 1am sao c6 dugc hanh phiic nhi?

Pau xe vao ga-ra, di vao nha bing clta hong,
ngang nha bé&p sach boong chwa hé niu nuéng tir khi don
vao, hin vira mé ti lanh 14y lon nudc ngot vira bAm nit
cho cdi mdy dién thoai phat lai nhitng 16i nhin.

“Chao 6ng Han, tdi 12 chiém tinh gia ThAt son ti
day. Toi vira bAm ra mdt qué linh diéu 1im, qué nay lai
ting vao ong, cho biét c6 qui nhan cé thé gitip 6ng thay
d8i ca cude ddi. Ong hdy goi cho tdi, sém chitng nao tot
chirng d6. Hoic ctt dén thing chd toi, khong cin 14y hen
dau. To6i s& & nha dic biét chd dgi 6ng day.”

“A-10, toi 12 That son tir diy, 6ng Han da vé nha
chua a? Xin goi toi gap.”

“A-10, c6 dng Han d6 khong? Toi 1a That son t
day. S6 dién thoai cta t6i la...”

Hin thAm nghi, c4i dng thay tuéng s6 ndy, sao cf
goi hodi goi mdi vay kia. Mdi ngay di dau vé ciing nghe
15i nhin clia 6ng, x6a di rdi, ngdy hom sau lai nhan 13i
nhin khdc. Chic 6ng thdy minh cho 6ng tién hau hi qué
nén ki€m chuyén moi minh t6i nita cht gi. Ua ma sao
ong 4y c6 s& dién thoai ctia minh kia? A, ciing tai minh
nhd dng boc mot qué vé cong danh, tim ngudi phi trg
gitip @5 cho minh... Phai rdi, minh cé nhd &ng nén 6ng
mdi goi mdéi nhin thm lum nhv vay. Um, chic 1a ong ay
da bdc dudgc qué t6t, tim duge ngudi tot gidp minh thing
ti€n. Hir, c6 that khong day? Cé nén dén 6ng khong
vay? Chic ciing nén dén thir. Bay gid hét suy nghi gi
dudc nita r6i. Nhd may cha thy béi suy nghi sip x&p
gitim cho khde.

Noi ki€ng clra s& cta tu that ong thay That son td,
hin thdy treo cdi bing bing ti€ng Viét: “HOom nay thiy
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nghi.” Hin cdm thdy mot chit tv hao ding lén khi biét
ring 6ng Ay dep hé&t moi than chi khic chi d€ ti€p riéng
hin. B&i niém ty hao Ay, hdn c6 cdm tudng nhu thin xdc
hin cao 16n hon, oai phong hon khi buéc 1én thém nha
ctia 6ng.

Vira dua tay bAm chudng, ngay sau dé chit xiu da
thay ctra m3 ngay cdi rot.

“0, ong Han d6 ha, xin mdi vao, xin mdi vao.
Ping 12 cdi s6 clia 6ng né di 1én that rdi,” vira néi, dng
thiy tuéng s6 vira dua tay ra diu mdi Han, “khong can,
khong cin cdi giay dau, 6ng ¢t ty nhién mang vao. Pay,
mdi ngdi & ddy. Toi sé tudn tu néi dng Han nghe, 2, me
sdp nhd pha tra di, c6 khdch qui dé€n ddy nay. Ho, tir
nha d6ng Han dén diy mat bao nhiéu phit nhi? Hai mudi
phiit 4, vay cling kha gin chi. N6i 6ng Han nghe, k€ tir
nay, 1am theo 13i c6 van clia toi thi dng chic chin sé&
budc 1én mot con dudng thénh thang, ndi danh ndi tié€ng
khip thé€ gidi. That d6, t6i khong néi cudng diéu dau.
b4y, ddy, cif nhin ngoai tuéng cla 6ng cling di thay rdi.
Minh dudng sing r&, da mit hdng béng 1én... Khi cdi sd
t6t n6 d€n minh mudn trdnh ciing khong dugc ma. Pay
161, c6 tra roi, trd hdo hang dé dai khich qui diy ma.
Pudc rdi, ba xudng dusi d€ toi ti€p chuyén riéng véi
ong Han.”

Giong 6ng thay b6i nhd xudng, nghiém trong. Han
ngdi noi ghé& banh hdi chdm t6i trudec mot chit d€ nghe
cho rd. Hai ngudi xi xAm v6i nhau khd 1au. Cudc néi
chuyén kéo dai gin hai gio dong hd. Cudi cling thi Han
méc boép 14y tién ra, dua dng thay béi may trim; rdi
nghe dng thdy béi néi sao d6, Han lai méc s6 ra, ky
thém cho 6ng mot tdim chi phi€u. Ong Thit son t& ti€p
tuc n6i nhd gi d6 khi tién Han ra clta. Han vira budc ra,
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vira doc k§ cdi danh thi€p ma 6ng mdi dua.

Theo 13i gidi thiéu ctia 6ng That son tit, Han 14i xe
dén thanh phd Los Alamitos, tim dia chi mot ngdi biét
thy sang trong c6 cdng rao. Nhu duge bdo trude, khi xe
clia Han vira ddu phia truSc mot chit da thdy cong tu
dong md, r6i mot thi€u nit mic vdy ngin, chung dién k§
ludng, dng eo tir trong budc ra huéng din Han diu xe roi
dua dudng vao phong khach, ngang qua mot khodang sin
cb rong, xanh muét. Cin nha c6 16i ki€n tric va trung
bay thit tan ky, sang trong. At hin la phai ¢6 mudn cic
nha chuyén mon vé trang tri nha ctta d€ cd van tir ngoai
vudn vao dén trong nha. Hin 1a mot ngudi gidu bat ngd,
khong phii gidu bdi dong toc k€& tap, khong dugc huin
luyén trong mdi trudng nha gidu, cho nén doi vdi vé
trang 1& ctia ngdi nha nay, hdn chi bi€t 10 midt ra ma
chiém ngudng, thin phuc, chit ching biét ly do tai sao
cin nha né dep dén nhv vay. Ty dung hin thdy minh bé
nhd, tAm thudng khi ngdi chd ndi mot géc phong khich
sang trong. Chi nha dang ti€p mot ngudi khdch dén
tru6c hidn noi gian chinh cda nha khdch nén hidn phdi
ngdi ddi ndi mot phong khdch nhd hon phia ngoai. Pay
chi 12 mdt géc thdi ma ddi v6i hin, da thdy dep rdi.
bing 1a ¢6 ban tay con ngudi chim séc hang ngay chit
dau nhu nha hin, chi 13 mot chd d€ 3, tron trdc, ving
hoe. Thud con di 1am thg son, hin chua bao gid ¢6 dudgc
céi diém phiic son nha cho cdc ngoi biét thy clia din nha
gidu. Hin nhin quanh mot ldc, nham tinh ring néu son
cin nha nay thi phdi mat tr 7 dén 10 ngdy nhu chai.
Trong mot thodng chdc, hin quén mit hin dang 1a mot
triéu phd. Phdi mot ldc sau, hin méi nhd lai dugc than
phan va muc dich cda minh khi dé€n ddy. Pén tdch nudc
tra tir mot thi€u nit tré dep duyén ddng khic, Han thAim

61



VINH HAO

nghi, khong 1& ngudi chli nha nay lai gidu hon cd hin!
Diéu d6 hidn chua dim xdc dinh. Nhung hanh phic hon
hin thi chic 12 c6 rdi. Nha clra sang trong, ngudi ra ké
vao té’p nap, rinh rang vui vé... Xem kia, nha gi ma toan
12 giai nhén, di ra di vao nhu méc cli, nhin bit sdng con
mit, bit birng ca trdi tim! Con géi clia 6ng chii nha hay
chi 12 nhitng ngudi gitip viéc, nhitng ngudi hau cin? Ho
c6 biét ta 1a ai khong nhi? Pang suy nghi vé vin nhu vy
thi thdy mot ba sdn sén xap xi nim mudi tlr trong phong
khich chinh buGc ra, theo sau la mdt ngudi dan Ong
chitng khodng ngoai sdu mudi. Ngudi dan ba chic 1a
khdch, ngudi dan dng chic 1a chii. Thdy hin, ngudi dan
ong 1én ti€ng ngay:

“A, phdi cau Han d6 khong? Cu That son tf ¢6 goi
dén day khi ndy bdo trudc 1a c6 ciu téi. Phdi rdi, phai
10, toi s& ti€p cAu ngay biy gid. Chd thém chit nita
nhé.”

Ngudi dan ba ding lai, néi cdu gi d6 véi chi nha
roi cudi ngd cudi nghiéng, giong dd dén, tay vd vd 1én
nguc 6ng chii nha. Ong cudi hip mit, dua tay choang vai
ba 4y, dua di mot doan ra tdi thém hién. Quay trd lai,
ong chli nha dua ngén tay trd ngodc ngoic ra dadu Han di
theo 6ng vao phong khach chinh.

“Khong biét 1do That son tif giSi thiéu minh ra sao
ma cha ndi nay c6 vé kénh kiéu qui. Ngodc minh vio
ma nhu ngodc ché! Khong 1& con dudng tién than cida
minh lai tuy thudc vao cha gia mic dich ndy sao chi?”
Han nghi thim.

“Ngbi di, ngdi di. Sao, nghe cu Thit son tif néi ciu
mudn d6i ddi, mudn mot cdi gi mSi mé khic xa v6i cude
song hién tai, phai vy khong? A, ma ciu tén Han, phai
khong? Té€n gi ma han véi lanh, han véi ngheo! N6i xin
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16i, cdi tén cha sanh me dé chi xai khi di hoc & trudng
thoi, con mudn duong danh véi doi thi phdi chon cdi tén
khdc méi duge. Cau em phdi 14y mot tén khac thich hop
hon. Mot cdi tén, tuy chi 1a tén, nhung rit quan trong
ddy ciu a. Mud6n ndi danh thi truc hét cdi danh phai
ndi. Danh khong ndi thi lam sao ndi danh dudc chi! L
nhu minh c¢6 cdi tén khong dep, ma lai dudce nSi danh thi
ching phdi 13 chip nhin cho moi ngudi tung hé ra cai
tén khong dep ciia minh diy sao! Chi bing trudc khi ndi
danh, ta phai tim cdi danh ndi. P6 1a di€m cin ban vd
long to6i huéng din cho cdu hom nay. Cau cho tién coc
trudc di, rdi tdi néi ti€p.”

Han hoi chung hing mdt chéc nhung r6i nhé 1i
din cda dng That son tif nén 1am bd s6t sing méc cdi sd
chi phi€u ra, ky ngay hai nghin dong. Lo chd nha nga
lung vao cédi gh€ boc ném, c6 vé nhu khong chd y dén
tAm chi phi€u Han vira dit trén ban, nhung cip mit cia
130 thuc sy da li€c mot cdi that nhanh va doc dugc ngay
con s6 nim trong c4i khung nhd. Lio im mét lic rdi
chom vé trudc, nang tich trd nhd, néi ti€p:

“Cai danh that ndi s& ddy cdu ndi 1én giita ddm
pham phu tuc t&. C4i danh d6 quan trong 1dm, dnh hudng
ca mot ddi cong danh sy nghiép clia cdu chit khong phai
1a don gidn dau!”

Ong nhan manh va kéo nhua hai chir “don gian” ra
khi€n Han ling ting mot chit rdi hi€u y ngay, lai ky
thém mot tAim ngin phi€u ba nghin dong nita. Bay gid
thi chii nhan c¢6 vé hoi hai 1ong, git gl néi:

“Chédc 6ng That son tif chwa néi chuyén that k§ véi
cau. O day, toi c6 nguyén tic clia t6i. Chwa quen thi
thdy vy d6, nhung quen rdi thi cdu sé thdy moi chuyén
ty nhién nhu hit thd va sé& thdy to6i 1a con ngudi thanh
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that, ngay thing, lich 1am, ban linh, xtng ddng dé cic
than cha dau tu nhirng mon tién to 16n, to 16n dit 1dm, cé
khi dén sdu hay bdy con s& khong phia sau nifa kia!
Nhung thoi, khoan hiy néi cdi chuyén cla tuong lai 4y.
Trd vé thuc t& hién tai nhé, biy gid ciu c¢6 thé mém ¥
cho t6i bi€t cAu mudn lam mot... ddng gi trén dJi nay
khong? Cau ctf thing thin trinh bay di nhé, d6 12 quyén
1gi clia cAu ma. N6i di, manh dan di, sao it n6i th&, phai
tap néi cho nhiéu, cho quen, bdi vi khong bao 1du nira,
cdu di 12 con ngudi cla s§ dong, clia quan chiing rdi.”

“A, a... thyc ra chdu khong ddm c6 cao vong gi
nhiéu dau. Khong dén ndi nao phii trd thinh mot dang,
nghe thdy ghé qua!”

“H4 ha ha ha, c¢6 gi ma phai ty khiém chd. Cau
khong biét ring mot khi thAn chl cla t6i di dit chan
dé&n day rdi thi khi buc ra, lién trd thinh mot con ngudi
khéac sao! N6i mot con ngudi khic cting khong chinh xdc
nita, phdi néi 12 mot dang, phdi, modt dang thinh siéu
viét kia! Kha kha, nhung ciu thi that dic biét day, vi so
v6i cac than chd khic cla tdi, cAu trong tré tudi nhat.
Chic cau chirng 34, 35 tudi thoi chi gi! U, thdo nao nhin
mit thdy con non choet, con tré hon thiing con trai it clia
t6i nita kia ma. Hay, d6 ciing 12 1gi di€m cta cau. N&i
danh ngay tir ltic tré thi diu sao cling dudc chd y hon.
Xem nio, toi phai ki€m lai may thdn thanh than chii clia
t0i cdi da, phai bdo ddm la khong ai giAm chin ai méi
dudc... sau d6 mdi xem lai nhitng danh vi con dé
trong...” Lio nhdm ngudi vé trude, véi 1dy mot cudn sd
mau nau thit I16n dit sin trén ban, 14t vai trang diu, c6
vé nhu dang do cdi muc luc, “xem nao, xem nao... Thén
dong thé'ky, Pai thién su, Con thit ciia Thuong Pé, Thanh
Pé gidng thé, Dai hoc gid, Nit than ciia Tinh di, Pai vin
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hao, Pai nhac st doi moi, Siéu hoa hdu phuong Dong,
Chiém tinh thdnh gid, Than y gidng pham... Cau thiy
khong, ngach nao nganh nao ciing c6 hét. Cau dén sau,
chic 1a phdi chiu thiét thdi mot chit... trit phi cau chiu
chi 16n thi tdi ciing c6 cdch chit ching phai khong. Um,
xem ndo... ciing khé diy nhi!”

N6i 16i ong lai nga lung vao gh&, mit ngd 1én trin
nha ra chiéu suy nghi. Han lai méc cudn s6 chi phi€u ra.
Ong lién xua tay:

“Khoan, dom diy mot chit. Thoi minh hdy di
thing vao vin dé, dirg c6 chi I4t nhit nita. T6i nhic lai
cau hdi khi ndy, ciu c¢é nghi trudc trong dau 12 mudn tr
thanh mot dang gi khong? To6i phdi biét trude cdi diéu
md uSc clia ciu rdi mdi sip x&p duge. Tir nhd dén gid,
cAu ngudng md ai nhat, thich dugc 1am dang gi nhat?”

“Da... da... ciing khong rd. Chi nhé hdi nhé thi mg
lam hiép si, lam anh hing. Lén 1én mot chiit thi mudn
thanh gido su, hay béc si... nhung lai khong c6 diéu kién
dé hoc...”

“Xi, nhitng loai d6 & thdi dai nay ching la cdi qudi
gi ca, chi 1a nhitng cdi tai cdi chi do tdp luyén ma thanh,
chi 1a nhitng thanh tyu cda con ngudi, khong phai do ban
tay clia Thugng P€. CAu bay git c6 kha ning ddi ddi, 16t
x4c roi, phdi nghi cdi gi § ting cao kia, dirng ¢6 khiém
nhudng nita, phdi ty dit minh & tAm mic than thanh thi
ngudi khic mdi coi minh 12 thin thianh dugc. Khi ciu &
cdi miic d6 roi ddy ha, nhitng hiép si, anh hiing, thiy
gido, bc si ndy no... déu 1a mon do, dé ti¥ cla ciu hét.”

“Nhung... chdu chi mudn 1am mot con ngudi dic
biét, c6 chit ti€ng tim... va vin cé thé sdng ddi song
binh thudng nhu nhitng ngudi khéc... ching han c6 ngudi
yéu, c6 vg, dn ngon, mic dep, & nha sang trong, v.v...
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chtt khong mudn 1am thin thanh d€ r6i nhin tit cid nhu
may ong thay tu...”

“Ha ha ha ha, ciu thit 12 ngiy thd hét biét! May
ngai than thdnh chui ra tir c4i 10 nay,” 6ng v vd 1én
cudn s6 nau, “cé ngai nio nhin dau, vin séng ddi hudng
thu binh thudng chit, khong nhitng vy, con hudng thu
vugt buc hon ngudi thudng nita kia. N6i tom lai 1a tha gi
ho ciing vugt buc hon ngudi ca!”

Hin giat ndy ngudi mot cai:

“C6 chuyén do that sao?”

“Hay, 1am gi ma khan truong 1én vy chit. Cau ctt
nghi xem, khi minh di 14 than tugng cla mdt s6 ngudi
thi mudn gi lai chd dugc. Nhung... ma ndy, ciu da dit
khodt chwa day? Ong Thét son t da huéng din cdu thé
nao rdi? N6i tém mot cau, khi da vao day d€ gip toi thi
hodc 1a vinh quang xdn lan, thoit cdi bi€n thanh than
thdnh, tha hd hudng lac nhu kéo ca thién dudng van ky
vao trong mot ki€p trin gian; hodc 12 thin bai danh liét,
mdt khic bdnh mi kho cling khong ¢6 ma gidm, séng tron
chui trén nhdi nhu con ché ghé 14c.”

Han that sic, todt mo hoi, 1ip bip hi:

“Sao... sao lai c6 chuyén ngudgc... ngugc... nhu vay.
Di nhién 1a diu c6 ai tim gip 6ng ma lai mudn bi day
doa nhu thé?”

“Cé6 chi dau ma thic mic vay kia. Chi don gidn 1a
khdch hang cda t6i mudn di 1én hay mudn di xudng, vay
thoi. Va khi dudc di 1én rdi, ho ¢c6 mudn di 1én mai hay
1a 1én nta chimg lai rét cai dui xudéng chd thim thim
clia dia nguc tran gian, khong ngéc dau 1én ndi. HY, chic
12 dng Tha't son tlf chura néi 16 tat ca cho ciu. Thoi thi dé
toi néi sd nhé: nhitng bac thién tai, than thanh, vo
thugng, vi dai... duong danh vdi dSi nhd sy phu trg bén
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trong clia tdi, déu déng tién coc, roi tién thu lao khi ndi
danh thyc thy khip th€ gidi, rdi sau d6 1 tién bio hi€m
hang thang diy a—tic 12 d€ bdo ddm 13 khong bi roi
xudng trd lai c6i pham tuc. HG, tdi nghi ba cdi 13t nhit
d6 thi c¢6 nhdm nho gi véi ciu dau, phdi khong? Nhin
twéng cau, thdy sing rd 1én rdi, thidy ding 1a c6 qui
twéng, gidu sang hét muc day; chi thi€u cdi danh, mot
céi danh thit to I6n, vi dai cho xttng ddng vdi qui tuéng
cua ciu thoi.”

“Nhung ma... néi that v4i bac, chdu khong c6 tai gi
ndi bat ca. Véi lai... n€u chdu dudce ndi danh... thi ai sé
12 ngudi bdo vé chdu, ai s& sdng bén canh chdu... y chdu
mudn biét 13 1am sao d€ séng trong sy gidu sang, danh
ti€ng ma khong bi ngudi khac hai minh?”

“Di gidi, di bdo ciu rdi. Cau 1 than chi cilia toi,
t6i mudn ciu ti€p tuc 12 than chd cha toi thi t6i phdi lo
cho ciu tir A dén Z chit. CAu mudn bao nhiéu cin vé, dé
tl that, d& tf co moi, thim chi bao nhiéu gdi dep, hay
bao nhiéu vg... ti déu bdo ddm cho ciu tot dep ca.
Thoi, di vao vin dé ngay di, cAu d3 nghe ti€ng may
thién tai nay rdi chit gi, diy nay, ddy nay..” ong lat
cudn s8 nau, chi vao danh sdch.

“Ch4u biét, chdu biét... Nhung ma chdu rat ngai 1a
khong trd thanh dugc thién tai nhu ho... bdi vi chdu thuc
su ching c6 tai gi dic biét cd.”

“O hay, néi ciu nghe, & ddi ndy, nhitng thién tai
thuc sy 12 thién tai thi chi dugc ndi danh sau khi ho chét;
con khi sdng, ho chi 13 nhitng hdn ma vat vudng, sdng
vdi th€ gidi c6 quanh trién mién do chinh ho tao dung
nén, ching ai s6 mé dugc, ching ai budc vao dudc.
Nhitng bac thién tai d6 thi do Thugng d€ tao dung.
Thuong d€ 14t 1éo 1im, chi mudn ba cdi chuyén thi

67



VINH HAO

thach rudm ra khong cin thi€t. Con thién tai bude ra tir
cdi 10 ctia toi ddy ha, ndi danh va dudc quyén hudng thu
ngay trong ddi nay. C6 mot chiit tai thi ta thdi cho thanh
cdi tai vi dai khong ai bi ndi, khdng c6 chiit tai nio ta
bién cho thanh da tai da ning. C6 tai hay khong tai, déu
phdi nhd ciy dén ciy diia thin cla ta cd. C6 tai ma
ching bi€t cdch ddu tu cho cdi tai cda minh thi ai ma
bi€t dén chit. O thdi dai nay, phai biét tuyén truyén,
quing cdo, cd moi thuan va nghich. Khong cé tuyén
truyén, quang cdo, khong c6 nhitng dé ti¥ co mdi gid do
bénh vyc va gid do chdng d6i, thi ching 1am sao ma
thanh thién tai dugc ca.”

Han guc gic cdi ddu, md cudn s6 chi phi€u ra, hi
hody ky thém mot tdm, cung kinh dua tdi 6ng chi nha.
Ong d6n 14y, li€c nhanh, thiy s6 mot v6i nim con so
khong, lién budng mot tring cudi 16n:

“Pugc, cau choi dep thé thi chic chdn sé& trd thanh
mot thién tai tré tudi nhat trong dam thién tai xuat than
tir ddy. Ha ha, cdu hoc nganh gi, 1am nghé gi tru6c day
vay?”’

“Um... chdu chi méi xong trung hoc thi dit nudc
‘bé dia’, nghi hoc, di 1am cu li bay ba, sau dugc 6ng chi
din di vugt bién. Qua day ciing nhd dng chi din di lam
viéc ki€m song, ching di hoc gi dudc.”

“Dan di 1am 12 1am viéc chi?”

“Da... chi 1 son stta nha ctfa thdi, ching c6 gi dic
biét.”

“Tém lai la thg son?’

“Da, thg son.”

“Vay thi toi s€ cho ciu thanh m6t dai danh hoa cua
thién ky mdgi!”

“Ay chét, chdu chi biét son nha son cita thoi, dau
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c6 vé dudc! Son nha vdi cdi binh xit, v6i cai truc ldn, cé
khi diing cdy co by t& chdng nhu vay, khic vdi ciy co
clia hoa silim!”

“Oi givi, da néi roéi. Khi ma quin chiing rdi vio con
mé bdi nhitng 15i don, 18i quing cdo, xung tung clia bdo
chi, 15i ngdi khen clia truyén thanh truyén hinh... thi thi
gi clia thién tai cling 12 s6 modt cd ciu a. Cau c6 biét cdi
c6 hdi ndy toi dua ra clta khong? Kha kha, Thanh P& Vo
thugng miu day! Nay nhé, Thanh D¢ 12 me clda Muc
Kién Lién trong truyén tich Phat gido, chic ciu ciing
biét. Bi doa lam nga qui trong chén A-ty dia nguc, sau
dudc con trai 12 Thanh gid Muc kién lién citu 1én, sanh
v¢ thién gidi. Ta mugn cdi tich 4y, gdn cho cdi co khi
ndy, xung 12 Thanh Dé gidng thé. Py, ddy 1a sip x&p
cla ta. Nhung cdi ¢d ndy ciing biét bay vé 1dm, khi dudc
nhiéu ngudi mé theo roi lai sira ddi, d6i hai chit ‘gidng
th&” thanh ‘V6 thugng miu’, thanh ra 13 Thanh Pé Vo
thigng mdu! 1 da, cii tén tio lao bay ba nhu thé ma
ciing duong ra dugc! Ta diy phdi kéu cd Ay vé khién
trach, c6 nian ni 1dm chit khong thoi 13 ta cip ngay cdi
chifc clia ¢6 lién! Ciu nghi sao, néu minh 13 me clia mot
bay con thi minh ciing 1a con cia mdt ba me. Thé thi ‘vd
thuong’ 1a cdi qudi gi chit! V6 thugng mdu 12 modt ba me
khong ai hon, khong ai biing, mot ngudi me trén hét! Oi
gidi, n€u minh coi minh 12 me trén hét, c6 nghia ring
minh phi nhdn me rudt cia minh, cho 1a minh hon ba
Ay! Mot ngudi con ma phd nhan cdi tinh me cta minh thi
dau c6 xitng ddng 1am me guong miu cho ngudi khic.
Cho nén c4i danh xung 4y da tv mau thuin rdi! Pit tén
ngu ngdc dén thé, bi ngudi ta hdi vin ching biét tra 15i,
chi néi quanh néi quin rdi chli ngudi ta trudc quin
ching! Thuc ra chit “v6 thugng”—c6 nghia 1a trén hét
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Ay—Ia ti€ng xung tung clia nhitng ngudi bén dudi suy
ton mot dang ndo & bé trén, chit khong phai 12 mot ti€ng
diing dé ty xung! Cho nén, 1am than lam thanh gi ciing
dudc, mudn ¢d nao tdi cho ¢ d6, nhung ciing phdi biét
tu lugng, khiém ha khi€ém nhudng mdt chit chit ding c6
mot mach thftng cezlng ma leo qud xa cdi mifc dén, hoic
VUGt qué cdi mic ma tdi c6 th€ bio ddm dugc. N6i thuc,
t6i day phdi thué ngudi bénh vyc c6 4y mot thdi gian,
vi€t bai, 1am thd d€ 14i cdi danh xung 4y qua hudng
khdc, thanh ra 1a ‘ai cling sé& trd thanh v6 thudng mau’
cd! Hi hi, cudi cing thién ha mdi bét chi trich. A, toi
nhic c¢d 4y khong phdi chd y néi vé cdi danh xung ‘vo
thugng miu’ ma chi mudn cho ciu biét ring co ta ciing
ching c6 tai cdn chi ci... Chi 12 mdt con me bi chong bd,
ch4n ddi mudn di tu, nhung tu & dau ciing khong dudgc vi
khong chiu dung ndi nhitng nguyén tic va ddi song go
b6 ctia ngudi tu hanh. Nhin cdi tuéng y thi 1a bi€t ngay
hang ngudi chi thém muén, ham mé duc lac... thi lam
sao song ddi tu hanh dugc chi! Roi y thi di hoc blia mé
dé du dd tién bac cia ngudi khdc. C6 tién rdi, y thi méi
tim dén diy, dau tu von li€ng vao dé 1am than thdnh.
Pai khdi 12 nhu th&. Co Ay ching c6 tai gi ca, chi ¢6 cdi
miéng chét chét déo deo, cdi miéng clia mot ngudi biét
chao hang, bi€t quing cdo va mdi dua, néi trong néi
tréo, néi ngugc néi ngao ma bit ngudi ta phdi nghe, cdi
miéng c6 ning khi€u vugt troi trong chuyén giy gé véi
chong va chiti 16n v6i hang xém. P4y, nhu th€ diy, roi
co ta tr§ thanh mot bac ‘v thugng miu’, cang ndi danh
cang hot tién hot bac, cang c6 tién cé bac cang ndi danh
thém, cang ndi danh thém, néi gi ai cling nghe, ciing
chiu. R6i ¢6 dn sung mic sudng, quén cdi huéng tu hanh
nim xua, xoay qua ddi song hudng lac, sita sang sic dep
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dé xtng hop véi tén tudi, 14y chong c6 con cong khai dé
chitng minh ¢6 thé 1am miu lam me hon ngudi. CO ta 1a
than chd ngu ngdc va tham lam nhat trong nhitng than
chii cda t6i; chinh vi tham lam va ngu ngéc ma t6i mdi
phdi khd nhiéu va bit c¢o phai déng tién thang nhiéu hon
cac thian chi khac. Hi hi, cidu dirng ngai. To6i xem tuéng
biét cau khong qud ddng nhu c6 ta dau. Ciu 1a ngudi
bi€t ling nghe nhitng diéu hay 1& phai, 1am viéc va
hudng thu c6 chirng muc, phdi vy khong? Nhung néi
nhd ciu nghe diéu nay, cdc vi thin thanh d&n day nhg
va t6i, déu c6 chung mot diém nay: sau khi ndi danh tot
mifc, mudn c6 dudc nhiu vo hoic nhiéu chong. Kha
kha, k€ ra thi diéu nay ciing ching phai 13 diéu x4u xa
gi, b&i vi chinh bdn than t6i cling th€ thdi—tdi khong
bao gid ndi danh, nhung t6i c6 that nhiéu thé thi€p. P4y,
ciu thdy diy, nhitng c¢d ndy gid di ra di vao trong nha
ndy, déu 13 thé thi€p cla toi cd. Cho ciu biét thé d€ cau
yén tam. Khong ai b4t ciu nhin cd. Toi s& thu x&p cho
ciu moi thit. Cau s& cé mdt dinh thy that d6 so6 nguy nga
véi nhiéu thé thi€p nhu tdi n€u cAu mudn, nhung ciu con
hon t6i hai diém chinh: thit nhat 12 ciu con tré, thdi gian
hudng thu con dai; thd hai 1a ciu con dugc ndi danh
khip th€ gidi nita. Tém tit 1a nhu vay, ha ha, tdi néi
nhiéu qué rdi. Bay gid tdi nhudng 13i cho ciu diy, c
n6i hodc ghi xudng nhitng gi cAu mudn, ghi that chi tit
nhu 13 don dit hing vay d6, rdi tit ¢4 nhitng thit ngd nhu
12 khong bao gid c6 thé c6 déu sé& trd thanh hién thuc
cho doi ciu. Néi di, thodi mdi ma néi...”

Han run run nang tich tra, hép modt ngum, rdi néi
véi vé de dat:

“Tyu dung... tr mOt ngudi binh thudng... ma lai budc
1én hang si€u pham... mot cdch nhanh chong nhu vy ma
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khong phdi tdn cong stic va thdi gian ndo cd sao?”

“Hay, cling phdi ton cong stic va thdi gid chit. Nhat
12 ngudi nhu ciu, ching t6i phdi huan luyén it nhat 1a 6
thdng trude khi cho ra 10 chd 1i!”

“La nhi, vay ra... bic dio tao ludn cd Pai thién su
va cai ong xung 1a Con thtt clia Thugng D&? Nhitng
ngudi nay rat gidi kinh di€n va gido 1y ctia tén gido ho...
khong 1y chinh bac hu&n luyén cho ho phan d6?”

“Ay, n6i vay 1a chdng hiéu gi ca. Tbi da bao rdi, c6
tai chuat chut thi t61 lam cho tai n6 to 16n 1€n, khdong c6
tai thi t6i 1am cho thanh c6 tai. Mdy 6ng d6 déu c6 tai
riéng clia ho, t6i diu c6 huin luyén cho ho céi tai d6
dudc, nhung néu ho mudn dugc ndi ti€ng nhanh va lan
rong, dnh hudng khip th€ gi6i, hdt dudc nhiéu tién bac,
thi ph3i nhd dén ‘dich vu’ cda chiing tdi. C6 thé néi ho
giéng nhu nhitng dién vién vay thdi; ho c6 tai dién xuit
riéng clia ho, nhung phdi c6 dng bau va dao dién sip
x&p va huéng din ho moi thit trudc khi ra san khiu chit!
Nay nhé, t6i n6i nhu vy thi cAu dé hi€u hon: khi ho
thuyét gidng mot chi dé gi thi diy 1a nghé nghiép
chuyén mén ctia ho, téi khong biét va khong hiéu, nhung
thanh phin khan thinh gid va tim 1y quin ching & dia
phuong d6 1a diéu to6i phdi nim vitng va bdo truéc cho
dién gid 1a nén néi vé cdi gi va tranh dé cip dén cdi gi.
Giim thém mot chiéu quing cdo rim rd cling mdt phdi
doan ‘co mdi’ hiing hiu clia t6i dua t6i nita thi cac budi
dién gidng thanh cong 16n thoi.”

“Piéu chdu thic mic 1a... tai sao c¢6 rat nhiéu hoc
gia, gido su dai hoc, khoa hoc gia, bac si, dugc si... néi
chung 13 thanh phan tri thic, d€n nghe ho dién gidng rat
dong. Chiu nhan thiy trong mdt hoi trudng 1,000 ngudi
thi cling c6 khodng 100 ngudi tri thifc thugng thing rdi.
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Vay thi ho qud thanh cdng di chd, khong 1& chi nhg
quang cdo?”

“Ay, bdi vi cdu em ciing bi nghé thudt quing cdo
lam cho md mit di nén mdi 14y 1am quan trong vé su
hién dién clia ddm tri thdc kia. Vay chit téi héi that, lam
sao ciu biét 12 c6 mot so tri thitc dé€n nghe dién gidng?”

“Da... thi chdu doc bdo... vd xem truyén hinh, xem
bang video...”

“P6, d6, mau chot 1a chd d6. VAn 1a mot trong
nhirng chiéu thiic quang cdo th6i. Nhung ma cdu em nay,
cho du ddm dong tri thdc kia thuc sy c6 mét di nita, ciu
em ciing khong nhin thdy ring diéu dé trén thuc t&
ching c6 gi goi la ddng k& hay sao? N6i cu thé, nén gido
duc hién dai chi dao tao nén nhitng tri thic khoa bang
chuyén nganh, hoc nganh nao, bi€t nganh d6. Cdi dim
tri thitc trudng 16p kia c6 biét gi vé ton gido dau! Cho
nén ngoai xa hdi, hay § trong nganh ctia chinh ho, thi ho
12 nhitng con ngudi c6 gid 1dm, nhung x&p hang vao
nhitng cdi gh& dé nghe gidng vé ton gido thi ho chi 1a
nhitng con s6 zero ma thoi. HA ha, mot trim con zero
cong lai véi nhau van 1a con zero thoi cau a. Cau khong
tha'y di€u d6 sao? Cau nén biét riing & bit cit nganh nao
ciing vay, dién gid trinh bay vin dé chuyén mon cho
nhitng ngudi cling nganh thi mdi 1a dién gid cao cip, chit
con dién thuyét cho nhitng ngudi khong biét chi vé
nganh d6 thi chi néi nhitng diéu cd ban thdi, c6 khé khin
chi. Mot béc si thuyét trinh ma mot trim bac si khdc chiu
khé dén ngdi nghe; mot linh muc dién gidng ma hang
trim Ong linh muc khdc x&p hang vao hdi trudng; mot
thiy tu Phat gido dién gidng ma hang trim 6ng thiy tu
Phat gido khédc tu d&€n d€ hoc héi, thi méi thyc sy 13 dang
ké d6.”
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“Thé& thi... thuc sy ho, nhitng bac thdy dang dién
gidng cho quin ching, c6 ding d€ chiu theo 1am mon
dé khong vay?”

“Um... cdi d6 thi tiy cdu thoi. A, cdu la dé ti ciia
mot trong nhitng bac thin thdnh nay u? Khong sao,
khong sao. CAu van cif ti€p tuc 1ing nghe ho diéu gi cau
thay hay va c6 thé 4p dung dugc. Nhung dirng mo mong
va tudng tugng qua stic, vdy 1a dugc rdi. Mot pham nhin
ma vJ 18 ra 13 thin tugng cda minh ching cé gi siéu
pham c3 thi méi dau khd; con minh ddy ha, minh ciing
ngang tim véi than thanh thi diu con bi dd vd nita, phai
khong clu! U, rdi cau s€ quen thoi cau a. Thoi, cu lo cdi
danh cdi phin cta cidu di. Cu xich lai day chiit, toi bat
mi cho ciu nghe diéu quan trong ndy. Nay nhé, tit ca
céc than chd clia téi déu c6 chung mdt kinh nghiém, mot
cam gidc la: dit minh ching c6 gi xitng ddng thanh than
c4, nhung khi c6 mdt sd ngudi mé tin theo minh thi ty
dung minh cdm thdy minh 12 thanh thin that. Ma khi c6
dudc cdm gidc Ay rdi, ty dung hanh dong, clt chi, 15i néi
clia minh tru6c ddm dong bdng trd nén nghiém trang, di
thudng, tuong xing ngay vdi vai trd cda than thdnh.
Chinh cdm gidc d6 vay boc 14y minh va tao cho minh cdi
hio quang than thdnh. C4i hao quang dé tda ra rdi day
h4, né loang di khidp noi, loang trén nhitng ti€ng néi,
loang trén nhitng hinh sic, loang trén gidy muc, rdi
loang vao trong dau éc, tao nén mdt lan séng, mot phong
trdo clia dam mé... Pam mé cdi gi ciu biét khong?
Khong phdi dam mé 6ng thin ba thinh ma dam mé
chinh cdi u mé quén minh ctia minh.”

“Ho... nghia la sao?”

“Nghia 1a con nguGi chi dam mé chinh n6 théi—
bing cdch quén né di, d€ gti tron niém tin va nghi luc
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clia né vao mot d6i tugng ma né nghi 1a cao tdt, than
thanh.”

“Um... chdu vin khong hiéu.”

Lao chi nha xua tay:

“Thdi, khong can hi€u ciing dudc. C6 1& nén néi
v6i cdu mdt cadch d& hi€u hon. Lam sao ching ta lai c6
khd ning trd nén than thdnh giita th€ gian ndy khi ma
chinh ban than van rit 1a pham? Khong phdi la minh
phdi vuon 1én, vugt thodt cdi pham tinh—vi vugt thodt
né thi... hi hi, ching ta 1am khong ndi—ma chinh 1a phai
bién cdi s6 dong kia thanh u mé, pham tuc hon mifc
pham tuc binh thuong. Ha ha, cho nén, cu ding tudng
12 cdc c6 cau than thdnh 1am viéc nhi€u hon t6i diy nhé.
Céc co ciu chi chi tién va d6ng tién hui mdi thang thoi,
roi di trinh dién va hudng thu cdm gidc dudc ton vinh;
con tdi diy 2, toi & trong béng t8i, 1am tAt cd moi viéc
dé t6 di€m cho hao quang clia cdc co ciu, khdng nhitng
th€, con phai trét bun cho ddim pham phu nita kia! Thoi,
néi chuyén véi cau nhu vay ciing kha nhiéu rdi. Bay gio
két thic dugc chua?”

“K&t thiic? Chua gi hét ma?”

“Thi két thiic chuyén gidi thiéu d€ di vao chinh dé
12 cAu mudn tr§ thanh mdt nha dai danh hoa kiém dai thi
hao cla th€ ky. Cé hai nganh nay hién nay con trong, toi
vu tién danh cho ciu ddy. Danh vi nhu vay dudc chua?”

“Pai danh hoa... da thi thoi, bac 1a ¢6 van néi sao
chdu nghe viy, chdu xin nhdn. Con dai thi hao thi... chdu
ngai cdi chuyén chit nghia 1im bdc ¢i. V& bay ba, khong
n6i 18i nao con dé qua mit ngudi ta chit chif nghia ma
vung ra by ba thi ngudi ta bi€t ngay.”

“A,y, lai lo xa nita rdi. N6i cAu nghe, chif nghia by
gid ddy a, c6 gi dau, di chét hét roi. Nhat 1a thit chif
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nghia trong tho, né bi tudt hon di, chi dé lai cdi xdc. Goi
12 tho ‘xudt hdn’ Ay ma. Xuat hon di thi con lai cdi xédc
chét thoi chit gi. Thé thi, cdi x4c chét ndy dit bén canh
céi x4c chét kia, c¢6 gi phdi ngai ngling.”

“Nghia 1a sao a?”

“Nghia la... 4y troi di, sao ma dot thé! Nghia 1a
trong dau cAu né hién ra cdi chit chét bim chét tiét nio
thi ciu ctf viéc vi€t né xudéng gidy, mot chit mot hang,
hai chit mot hang, ba chit mot hang hay may chuc chit
mdt hang ciing dugc cid. Tham chi trén mot trang gidy,
ciu chi cAn ghi xuéng mot chit thdi, mot chit néi 1én cdi
gi cdu dang thém... ching han, chit ‘gdi’ hay chit ‘rugu’
roi thi chinh mot chit d6 ciing 12 mot bai tho tuyét tic
ddy cau a! Ching can giai diéu tiét tdu chi rdo troi.
Ciing khong cin gieo van. Va di nhién 12 khdng can ludn
ca luat bing tric. Th€ mdi khde chi. Tho kiéu 4y ai lam
ciing dugc cd, nhung ciing bing thit thd 4y ma trd thanh
dai thi hao thi phai qua cdi 10 dic & day day cau a. Hi
hi... Ma néi thi néi vay chit trude khi di vao ky thudt [am
tho ki€u dién tt, toi ciing thué khodng 5 thi si lam cho
cau chirng 250 bai tho c6 van diéu dang hoang, rdi sau
dé mdi t6i ludt ciu ra tay, di€m xuyét biing nhitng bai
tho ‘xuit hon’ dé phat Ién phong trao tho hau hiu hién
dai nhé.”

“0... ¢6 dé qua trudng khong a?”

“DE, yén tri di. Cau khong c6 niém tin ndi ciu thi
ciing phai dit niém tin ndi toi chi. T6i ndi ai 13 thién tai
thi ngudi 4y sé 1a thién tai. T6i day,” dit tay 1én nguc,
“la ngudi da tiing dé ra mudi mAy dai thién tai than
thdnh clia thdi hién dai. Khong ai trong s6 d6 bi thit bai.
TAt cd déu dudc x&p hang dau, chen chin véi nhitng dai
thién tai khdc clia th€ gi6i truyén thong quing cdo.”
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“Vay thi khi ndo bdc mdi bit dau lo viéc cho
chau?”

“P4 bit dau tir khi ndy, khi cdu mdi dit tién coc
kia. K& tif ngdy mai, ciu dén diy, mdi ngay 4 gi dong
hd, trong vong 6 thdng, d€ dugc huin luyén. Vay nhé.
Thoi ciu vé nghi ngoi di.”

“Vay con chuyén déng tién mdi thing...? C6 can
phdi 1am t& hop dong hay thit gidy t gi khong a?”

“Ngay mai hdy tinh. Cau s& khong bao gid thua 16
trong vu dau tu thién tai ndy diu. Bdo ddm ma.”

“Nhung... chdu vAn mudn hdi mot diéu.”

“Ct tg nhién.”

“Chdu sin sing déng tién bdo hiém hang thing
cho béc, sdn sang chi cho moi thi ma bic yéu cau...
nhung bic c6 th€ néi thém cho chdu nghe thir cdi bi
quyét th€ nao c6 thé khi€n minh cang lic cang ndi ti€ng
hon, ndi ti€ng mot cdch nhanh chéng? Chau chi hdi cho
bi€t ma yén tAm vay thdi, chit trim sy thi vAn nhd dén
bac.”

“Di nhién, t6i biét chit. Toi dau cé sg cau dn cip
nghé cia tdi hoic tir chdi dich vu cda to6i didu nao. Ha
ha, n6i chung thi mudn ndi ti€ng thit nhanh & ddi nay thi
ciing chdng c6 phuong cich nio vugt qua dugc quing
cdo. Chi 12 quing cdo ma thoi. Cu thé nhu vay nhé: khi
ciu cho ra mot bai thd hay mdt biic hoa, ciu cif viéc dé
ting nhitng nhan vit ndi ti€ng, cho dit ho ching biét cau
12 ai; mit khdc, s& muén ngudi viét bai khen minh, x&p
minh ngang hang véi nhitng nhin vat ndi ti€ng thé gidi,
roi cr thé€ ma lip di lip lai, ri€t rdi sé nhap tAm quin
chiing. Ngoai ra, ciu ciing c6 thé phia ra ring ciu di
titng quen bi€t hodc thin cin vdi nhitng nhan vat ndi
tié€ng.”
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“Xin ngdt 13i bdc, phia nhu vay 18 nhu nhitng nhan
vat Ay phdn d6i, néi ring ho khong hé biét chdu thi
sao?”

“Ay, thtt nhét, chi nén phia 12 quen biét hoic di
tirng dam dao vé6i nhitng ngudi ndi ti€ng nhung nay di
chét 16i. Trudng hop ho con sdng diy 2, ho ciing ching
phan ddi gi dau. Nhitng ngudi ndi ti€ng dau cé thdi gid
dé lam chuyén do, hon nira, hai bén cung c6 1¢1, ho cé
mat mat chi ddu ma cdi chinh! Hi€u chua? Nghé thuit
quing cdo cda tu ban hay nghé thuit tuyén truyén clia
cong sdn ciing giong nhau thoi cau a. Chic chidn 1a phdi
nim dugc cdi ky thuat bia dit. Bia th€ ndo ma ngudi
kh4c khong ki€m chitng dudc, hoic ¢c6 mudn ki€m chitng
ciing 1udi bi€ng, vi mat nhiéu thdi gis qud. Pdi véi cac
nhan vat ndi tiéng, dii ho c6 biét minh bia dit chuyén
gip g8 dam dao vdi ho, ho ciing ching lam gi diu vi
minh vira ty khen minh, vira tAng b6c ho ma! Sao, yén
tAm chua, con thic mic gi nita khong?”

Han lic dau, r6i lai guc gic ddu td ¥ vira long. Chii
nha tién khdch ra san:

“Gép lai cdu ngay mai nhé, dai nghé si!”

“Da, chao bac.”

Han budc ra sidn, di bd trén con dudng lat sdi
huéng vé chd diau xe. Trong lic budc di, hin bdng c6
cdm gidc 12 trdi dit trd nén chat hep di, va chiéc xe
Mercedes ctia hidn ty dung nhu bi rit lai mot cdch nhd
bé tAm thudng. Lén xe, nd mady, lai tur tir theo con dudng
trang nhua cong cong din ra cdng chinh, hin hudng thu
cdm gidc lang 1ang nhu dugc 16n phdng 1én tif tinh thin
dén thé x4dc. Chay mot doan, Han budt miéng néi:

“Ha, cha ndi nay khd dai qua. Hin tai nhu viy ma
khong chiu 1am thién tai, ¢t lo 16t & cho ngudi khic ndi
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danh khong a!”

Bén trong, chd nha ciing da tr§ vao dén phong
khdch, nhit m4y tdm chi phi€u trén ban I&n, nhin lai mot
ldc, mim cudi:

“Lai thém mot thing ngu bd tién mua cdi huyén
danh thién tai. Thién tai la gi ma ham dit vay? Chi la
con dé cia quing cdo; quang cdo la con dé cua tinh
khoa truong; tinh khoa truong 13 con dé clia sy trong
rong bén trong; sy trong rdng bén trong lai 1a dda con
hoang twdng tao lao nhat clia thién tai khi hin khdnh tan
tdt ca niém tin va hi€u bi&t ddi v6i cude ddi. Hay, thién
tai, thién tai, cic nguoi c6 1am nén trd trong gi dau! Céc
nguoi chi thich diia choi vé6i 4o tudng d€ lang quén ndi
c6 don, niém that vong va su bat lyc clia minh d6i vdi
vinh ctfu ma thoi... kha kha, rot cudc chinh ta lai dé ra
céc nguoi, nhung cdc ngudi thi chi dé ra mot thé gidi that
rong.” ®
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Quynh hoa

“Nay, em thdy khong, chi & xd nay quynh méi chiu
ra hoa chtt § cdc viing lanh c6 tuyé&t ddy a, quanh nim
sudt thang chi c6 14 thdi, ma con ¢o udt chit khdng 16n
b4n va xanh mu6t nhu vdy dau nhé.”

“Em bi€t ma. B&i vdy em méi néi 1a anh ding
dudc tudng thudng 1dm! Rinh vé mot chau quynh to bu
c6 sdn mudi may cdi hoa sip nd, lai thém miy chuc nu
hoa méGi chdm. Thudng anh ne...”

“Hé, tudng em thudng thi gi chit hon thi c6 gi dic
bi¢t dau!”

“Anh 4, by tudng dé dudc hon 1dm hd? Anh khong
nhé hoéi d6 anh mudn hén em bit chét ma ¢ dugc cho
phép dau! Cid may thidng trdi mdi thuyét phuc dugc
ngudi ta chit bd! Bay gid c6 rdi khdng biét trin quy nita.
Pan 6ng miy ngudi bao gid ciing thé&, chi ham chudng
céi gi chua c6!”

“Pirng néi bay. Cai tAm 1y 4y khong phai cla riéng
dan dng dau nhé. Pan ba ciing vay thoi. Ching han... cdi
xe m&i mua vé, ham 14i 1dm, 14i xa d€n dau ciing ching
thdy mét, bui bim chiit xiu 13 lau t6i lau lui, nhung quen
rdi thi dau thdy em chim séc né k§ ludng nhu thud ban
dAu nira, phdi khong?”

“Chuyén d6 thi khdc. Chi€c xe tu né dau c6 doi hdi
minh chim séc, chi tai minh mudn chim séc thdi. Khi
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minh khong c6 thoi gid chdm séc nita thi minh cling
ching c6 13i gi v6i n6 ci. Con con ngudi ta ddu phai nhu
vay. Ngudi ta ludn mudn dudc ngudi khdc quan tim,
chim séc, n€u khong dudgc thi ngudi ta héo da di chi.”

Hung dang loay hoay cit xén may canh 14 quynh bi
hdp ndng, nghe vg néi vay, quay lai, cudi, diu giong véi
nang:

“Em thay anh khong quan tAim em ding mifc ha?”

“Po6i khi cdm thay vdy. Hinh nhu anh bit dau chdn
em thi phai.”

“Ping néi bay,” Hung budc dén gan chd vg, dua
hai tay cAm vat dung Iam vudn ra sau lung, nghiéng dau
dé&n, hon nhe trén trdn vd, “anh vin yéu em nhu thud
ndo, ching gi thay d6i ci. Bing ching 13... anh mang
chiu hoa quynh vé cho em né. Em c6 biét tai sao céc
loai hoa khac anh ciling thich nhung lai thich hoa quynh
mot cich dic bi€t nhu vy khong?”

“Thi tai n6 trung tén véi em chu gi!”

“Chtt khong phai em tring tén véi nd sao?”

“N6 mdi c6 hom nay théi anh a.”

“Nhung tén cda né c6 trudc em lau roi. Ha, vay thi
em cfing biét rdi! Anh yéu hoa quynh, mang hoa quynh
vé diy, bd khong chitng té dugc gi tinh yéu cda anh
danh cho em sao?”

“Ciing chitng minh dugc chit chit, nhung dé€ xem
thé ndao d3 chid. Bi€t dau anh lai lo chim séc, tia xén,
vun bdi, tudi tim cho né tdt twoi ma quén em ludn sao.”

“Thiét khéo lo! N6 chi 1a mét thit vo tri thdi em a.
C6 nd ciing dugc, khong c¢6 né ciing chd sao. Con em,
anh khong thi€u em dudc, em c6 biét khong?”

“Thi€u em thi anh tim c6 khéc, khé khin gi dau
cha.”
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“Pau c6 dé vay! Ngudi ta néi cdi qui khong phai 1a
cdi tim khong c6, nhung chi don gidn 13 cdi c6 nhiéu ky
niém kh6é quén d6i v6i minh thoéi. Em khdng nhé cau
chuyén xua bén Trung Hoa ma anh k& em nghe a: c¢6
ngudi dan ba di ngang riing ¢ tranh, danh rét cdi tram
cai téc lam bing goc tranh. CO6 ta c di tim hoai. Ngudi
qua dudng bi€t chuyén, gép y: ‘C4 tranh ci rirng nhu
th€, c6 dau cAn mat thdi gid nhoc cdng stc di tim cdi
trim da mat!’ CO trd 13i: ‘CO tranh tuy cd mot ring,
nhung t6i vAn mudn tim cdi trim t6i ding hiing ngay vi
chinh cdi trAim d6 mdi 12 cdi c¢6 nhiéu ky niém vdi t6i.’
Em thdy chua? Cho nén... khong c6 em, di tim c6 kh4c,
tuy ring c6 thé dudc nhung mat cong qud di! Phai lam
lai tir dau v&i mot cdi gi that mdi, khong c6 chit ky niém
nao v4i minh sao?”

“Ha, anh n6i nghe hay 1im, tinh 1im, nhung ching
biét c6 thyc 1ong nhu vay khong a!”

Hung cudi, tinh n61 mot cau gi dé6 nhung nghi sao,
khong noéi, ti€p tuc xdm xoi, ngdm nghia chdu hoa
quynh. Quynh Hoa ciing ding gin d6, nhin chiu hoa
mot lic rdi quay vao nha trong:

“Em vao niu in nghe. MGi d6 ma trdi t8i rdi. Anh
¢6 can phdi tu6i cho né khdng, tudi xong rdi vio chit.”

“Ngudi ta din chi tu6i ngdy mot 1an thoi. Nhitng
ngay hoa sip nd thi twdi nhi€u mot chiit.”

“Thi bdy gi¢ hoa sip nd rdi d6. Anh nghi 13 cudi
tuan nay hoa ng chua?”

“Ciing khé ma bi€t dudc. Khong chirng t6i mai da
nd vai cdi r6i d6. PE€ chd xem sao. Minh chua c6 kinh
nghiém gi véi loai hoa nay ca.”

“That khong d6?” Quynh Hoa cudi hdi lai.

“0, em mudn néi... ha ha, cé chit, cé kinh nghiém
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v6i n6 chit, nhung 1a kinh nghiém chiém ngudng, thudng
thic thoi chit ddu phai kinh nghiém dodn trude dugc
ngay gid phat ti€t anh hoa ctia n6.”

“Anh thyc tinh khong c6 kinh nghiém d6 sao?
Khong biét duge ngay sinh né clia n6?”

“Hi hi, ditng 1am khé anh chit. U thi ngudi ta néi 1a
khodng thdi gian d6 s€ khai hoa nd nhuy, nhung minh
dau biét dudc gid nao, phai khong? Em khong nhS hoi
mang thai bé Thu, em cit la 1€n ‘It’s time!” bao nhiéu lan
trong ngay, bao nhiéu ngay trong tuin, nhung rdi dau da
dén lic. Ngugc lai, dén ludt sinh bé Thi thi em lai noi,
lam nhu 12 gidu kinh nghiém 1dm, ‘chua dau, chua dau’
nhung cudi cuing lai chay khong kip!”

Hai vg chdng cling cudi vui v6i nhau mot ldc rdi lai
bidt qua chuyén nay chuyén no, toan 1a nhitng ky niém
vui dep cia qud kha.

“Ay chét, mai mé néi chuyén, trdi t6i rdi. Em phai
vao niu #n. Thoi anh & lai ma ngdm hoa quynh gid h4.”

“Hu, that thi that hét, gi thi gid hét chi.”

Quynh Hoa ngim nghi ciu chong néi, vira cudi vira
nguyt dai mot cdi rdi budc 1én bac thém tir sin sau din
vao nha bé&p. Nang phdi vin mdt tay vao khung ctra, khé
nhoc nhdc ca ngudi d€ budc 1én. Hung nhin theo nang tir
phia sau, thi'y ding vo ning né ching khic gi Tracy, co
MEé lam cung s&. Tracy da bi cho nghi viéc véi ly do 1a
lam cdng viéc cham tré qud, khong ddp tng dugc nhu
cau clia s§. C4i 1y do nay & mdt vai noi khiac da bi gdn
cho cdi toi “ky thi ngudi map” nhung Tracy thi hién
lanh, biét phan, ching kién cdo gi, chi nhin luong thing
chét va 6 thdng phu cip thit nghiép, rdi nghi ludn. N6i
cho ciing thi dit ngudi ta khong muén ky thi ngudi map
nhung ciing khé ma ngin cdn nhitng dng ba gidm doc cdi
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nhan xét chung ring ngudi ning né qud thi 4t phdi lam
viéc cham di. Thyc t€ nhu vdy, ai ma khong thdy. C&
tudng tugng mot ngudi lam cong viéc nhu thu ky chay
ban gidy, hay mot ngudi hiu ban & nha hang ching han.
Nhitng ngudi nay cAn phdi di chuyén nhiéu, ma néu sy
di chuyén ddi v6i ho 1a mot cong viéc ning nhoc thi
chic chin la niing suit phdi kém di so v6i nhitng ngudi
manh khanh, nhd con, lanh 1di... 6 1a chua k& dén hinh
anh cia mdt ngudi du thira thit m& di qua di lai trong
mot tiém in, n€u khdng gy cdm gidc 6n trong hong thi
ciing ¢6 vé nhu ngdm dua ra diu hiéu cinh cdo ‘nay céc
ngudi, c6 4n udng gi thi cling dn it thdi nhé, dn nhiéu thi
sé... thé thdm nhu i ngay.” O nha hang ma gdi cho thuc
khdch cdm nghi dé thi chét rdi!

Quynh Hoa ngay xwa—zxua khong bao lau dau, chi
chirng mudi nim trudc thoi—Ia mot hoa khdi ciia Tong
hoi Sinh vién Viét Nam cida trudng dai hoc Long Beach
(CSU of Long Beach). Liic 4y Hung la sinh vién mdi tir
ti€u bang khac dén, lo thd tuc nhap trudng thi quen dude
nang ¢ vin phong Admission and Records. J do, Quynh
Hoa Ia thu ky—vtrta hoc vira lam (work study)—tai vian
phong, di tin tinh huéng din chang va r6i chang ciling
tin tinh theo dudi ning cho d&€n khi thanh vg thanh
chdng. Thuc ra thi Hung khong hé c6 y theo dudi mot
hoa khoi, va ciing ching hé biét ring Quynh Hoa dugc
cham nhu 13 hoa khoi trong nhém sinh vién Viét cia lién
trudng dai hoc thudc quin Los Angeles. Ma chuyén bau
chon hoa khoéi nhu thé ciing ching c6 gi chinh thifc.
Ching qua chi 1a sy truyén miéng vdi nhau, di nhién la
khéi di tir ddm nam sinh vién nhitng ltic r6i rinh ngdi tan
déc & cac cafeteria cua truGng. Chang & truGng khac mdi
dé&n khong hé biét chuyén d6. Pén khi tr§ thanh ban trai
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‘chinh thitc’ clia Quynh Hoa rdi thi méi dugc mdt sd ban
hoc ‘chiic mirng.” Ndm sau, do dé nghi clia nhiéu ngudi,
Quynh Hoa du thi “Hoa hdu Ao dai Long Beach” do
cong ddng Viét td chic hiang nim, va rdi dugc trao
vuong mién... Cau chuyén 13 nhu thé. Ty dung & mot noi
xa x01 chuyén dén, chan u6t chan rdo xin nhip hoc rdi
tinh ¢ chi€ém dugc trdi tim cla mdt ngudi dep dudc
nhiéu chang trai khdc ngdp nghé, sin dudi. Quynh Hoa
thud 4y ciing quen nhiéu ban trai nhung ching bao gid
xem nhirng ngudi nay nhu 1a tinh nhan thuc sy ciia minh
cd. Ching ai hi€u dudc tai sao Quynh Hoa khdng chon
ho lai chon mot ngudi ching c6 gi dic biét & nhan ddng
bé ngoai nhur Hung. Con vé chuyén hoc hanh cida Hung
thi vao thdi gian chang mdi chuyén trudng, chi c6 Quynh
Hoa mdi biét dugc qua hd sd hoc van cla chang ndp ndi
vin phong lam viéc cia nang. Chang la sinh vién uwu
hang (honor student) clia Arizona University, nhung
chang khong nghi ring d6 1a diém lam cho Quynh Hoa
hing thi. Nang 1a ngudi hoat bat, ¢cdi md, thdng minh,
chiam chi, hoc gidi, ¢6 vé nhu 1a mot con ngudi huéng
ngoai, ning vé vat chit. Nhung khong ding vay dau.
Khi chon Hung, nang chi chAim chang § mot diém duy
nhat: thanh that. N6i vy ching phdi 1 nhitng ngudi
khdc déu doi trd, lira ddo ddi véi naing ma chi cé nghia
ring trong tinh yéu va trong su theo dudi td tinh vdi
nang, Hung rit thanh that, khong tdn huou tdn vugn,
khong ca tung nang qud dang. B6 1a ty Quynh Hoa noi
lai Hung nghe khi hai ngudi da than nhau. Riéng Hung,
chang lai nghi khdc. Chang nghi d€n mdt y&u t6 xem ra
ching quan trong gi nhung chinh vao thdi diém 4y, vao
hoan cdnh 4y, né dep va né lam rung dong trai tim ngudi
dep. Sau nay nghiém lai, chang bi€t khdng phéi chang
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dd cd tinh st dung né nhu mot chiéu thitc d€ chinh phuc
nang. Chang chi hanh x& theo cim tinh—mot thd ban
ning—cta mot nghé si, dic biét 1a nghé si Viét Nam,
trudc cdi dep. Néu c6 thé cudng goi la mot thi chiéu
thitc, thi d6 12 chiéu thic rit ¢d dién: ting tho ngudi dep.
Mot bai tho ngdn thoi, bon cdu. Khong cé cau ndo ca
tung nang dep nhu nhan vat nit huyén thoai Bach Tuyét,
hay trong c¢§ st nhu Tay Thi, hay hién dai nhu cong
nuong Diana, cdc siéu sao man dnh va siéu ngudi miu
nhu Sean Young, Cindy Cradford, Demi Moore, Nicole
Kidman, Wynona Ryder... nhu hoa hidu Viét Nam, hoa
hau A chdu, hoa hau thé gidi... ciing khéng vi nang nhu
thién than hay tién nit gidng tran chi cd. Nguyén bai thd
chi n6i vé sur rung dong clia minh trudc mdt con ngudi tir
t€, tot bung va... ¢6 duyén. Chi vay thoi. Vang, chi don
gian nhu vay. Thiy rung dong va cit ghi xuéng dai thanh
mot bai thd ngdn, rut ré ép vao sich, ting ngudi dep dé
cdm on nang gitp d5. RAt v 1a c§ dién. R4t v 1a nha qué.
Mot bai thd gti di chi d€ biéu 16 1ong minh, khdng can
hdi Am ddp trd, khong mong dgi bat cit thit dén bu nio
c4. Nhung rdi lai dugc ddp tra.

“Sy thanh that chi 12 mot dic tinh. N6 khong di dé
em thich anh dau. Kém theo dic tinh d6 1a mot thai do,
mdt 16i s6ng, mot 161 bay td theo cung cdch thich ddng
nhat... Cé phdi ring em luu § dén anh tr mot bai thg
ngin, phai vay khong?” Khi thanh vg chdng rdi, da c6
1an chang hdi lai nang nhu viy. Nang im ling suy gim
mot ldc, roi gat dau cong nhan.

Nang cho riing, gitta mot ddm pham phu tuc tif [am
gi ciing mudn cho nhanh, néi gi cling mudn néi cho rd
hét, tan tinh thi ninh bg va khoa dai hét biét, giao ti€p thi
c6 tinh pho trdng md kién thifc lugm 14t ndng can, méi

86



VINH HAO

quen hdm truéc hom sau da doi ho hen di in 31, di xem
phim... thi mdt ga sinh vién ldng 1€, it ndi, rut rée dua mot
cudn sich rdi bi€n mat, d€ lai mot bai thd that nhd, chi
hai mudi chit thoi... qud that 12 mdt nhan vat, mot dau
tich, mot bi€u tugng tham ling con sét lai cia huyén st
Pong phuong trén dit nudc hoa dang nay. Cdi kiéu td
tinh c6 dién 4y trai bao thdi gian, trdi bao hoan cinh ddi
thay, van giit dugc vé 1ang man thim tram ctia né. Thai
nay ngudi ta khong con té tinh ki€u 4y nita khong phai
vi n6 10i thdi, ma chinh vi ho khong con ling man va
nén tho nhu con ngudi clia nhitng thé hé trudc.

Khi Quynh Hoa cong nhén tinh yéu cia nang danh
cho Hung khdi di tir cdch td tinh bing mot bai tho cda
chang, bdng dung Hung thiy ting thém niém tin vui
trong 1ong. Tin riing thi ca, dit & tim mic nao, cung bac
ndo, ciing luén dua cinh tay huyén diéu cda né xudng
dé citu van con ngudi ra khéi sy tAm thudng dung tuc
clia th€ gidi hién thuc. Theo Hung, Thugng d&€ c6 chét
thi con ngudi van song; nhung thi ca ma chét thi con
ngudi chi con 12 cdi x4dc kho. N6i vé thi ca, Hung khong
néi riéng vé thd ma ndi chung vé nghé thuat sit dung
ngdn ngit, mau sic hay 4m thanh dé biéu dat céi dep.
Ciing theo chang, cdi dep khong phai 1a cdi d6i nghich
v6i cdi xadu qua két qua th&m dinh clia s6 dong, ma
chinh 12 thyc tai clia sy vat khi s6 dong hay tirng c4 nhan
chura kip phdn xét va thim dinh né... Cho nén khi Quynh
Hoa tir mot hoa hAu manh khdnh tr§ nén mot thi€u phu
diy da sau khi sinh con dau 1ong, rdi dan dan trd nén
ngudi dan ba hai con ning ky nhu hom nay, Hung van ctt
thdy nang dep va tinh yéu ndi chang van thé, c6 vé nhu
ching ddi thay gi. Dau vy, thoat khi Hung ciing dim
nghi ngd chinh minh. Chang cho riing c6 th€ chang chi ty
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ddi long, tr an Ui minh thoi: cdi dep ngdy xuwa cda
Quynh Hoa khdng con nira, va cdi dep hién tai cia nang
chi 1a béng ddng nhip nhoa clia bao ky niém chdng chat
1&én nhau. Thdi gian trdi di, cudn phiing bao vé dep thuc
t€ clia huong sic con ngudi. Khong cudng chdng dudc su
tan ph4 vo tinh ay, con ngudi danh chit mét nhitng ky
niém vui budn titng chia xé véi nhau 1am thanh td d€ gin
gift va to chudt lai vé dep ban ddu clia ngudi yéu. Cho
nén, mot mdt chang ¢ tu nhi hoidc néi véi Quynh Hoa
ring ‘em van dep nhu xwa’ nhung mit khdc, chang vin
biét ring cdi dep 4y khong con nita vdi thdi gian. Nhitng
ngudi yéu nhau chi sdng vdi cdi dep qua khit va khi s6ng
véi nhau 1a s6ng véi tinh yéu qud khi...

Hung xoay chiu hoa quynh dé€ tim cho n6 mot vi tri
thich hgp. Ping ngim nghia mot Iic rdi ria tay vao
trong. Quynh Hoa dang 1am bép.

“Can anh gitdp gi khong?”

“J... anh 13t rau cho em dugc khong?’

“Dudc, dé anh. N&, em nghi sao néu cudi tuin
minh mdJi vai ngudi ban thAn dén choi, uéng tra, ngim
hoa quynh n3?”

“Vui chit sao. Nén lim. Nhung anh ¢6 chic dugc
ngay nao hoa ng khong?”

“Ong Dan dodn 13 trong vong vai ngdy nifa thi hoa
nd dgt dau. Thudng nd vao lic 8 d&€n 9 gid tdi. Anh nghi
12 minh mdJi va thong bdo cho ho trude. Khi biét chic
ngay nao hoa nd thi minh lai goi dién thoai, hi mot
ti€ng, chic chin ho kéo t6i, khé khiin gi. Anh hi vong la
hoa nd vao dip ¢6 triang tron. HOm nay mudi hai 4m lich
roi.”

“Vay thi anh goi mdi di. Ciing long vong may dng
mAdYy ba cuu sinh vién ciia trudng thoi chit gi. A, anh tinh
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lam tiéc gi dai khdach day?”

“Ti€c tra thoi,” Hung nhiin vai néi, “chit c6 cdi tiéc
nao thich hgp hon d€ ngim hoa quynh?”

“Nhung tiéc tra la lic hoa sip nd, dang nd, con
trudc d6 thi cling phdi dai ho #n bita com t8i da chit. Em
tinh 1a nudng barbecue.”

“Xi, 1am c4i gi don gidn thoi. Bay ra d6 rdi dén khi
hoa né don khong kip!”

“Thi ¢t ngdi d6 vira dn vira ngdm hoa, c6 sao
dau?”

“Chao 6i, ngdm hoa quynh ma #n thit nuéng a! Doi
thud nao ma dién ra cdi cdnh riing rgn d6 nhi!”

“Cht tiéc tra don sd thanh dam gi ctia anh thdy xua
1im rdi anh a. Biy gid ngim hoa thi cling ngdm le le
thoi chi, ai ¢6 thoi gid dau ma ng6i lau nham nhi tach
tra v4i anh.”

“Thoi dudc, khong cdi v6i em nita. Em mudn bay
thit nuéng véi rugu bia, gidm thém nem cha, hot vit 16n
gi ciing dudc, nhung cdc man nhiu nhet d6 phdi chdm
dit trude 7 gid t6i.”

“Cé6 nghia 13 phai bit diu vao tiéc ldc 5 gio rudi?
S6ém qua vay!”

“6 gid bat dau ciing dudc, c6 sao dau. Mot gid
ddng hd cho chuyén in udng, mot gis ddng hd nghi ngoi
cho rudu thit tiéu bét, rdi méi dén tiéc tra chd.”

“Pudc rdi, dugc rdi, theo ¥ anh. Lam nhu 13 ngudi
ta ham nhau Iim vay. Bay tiéc nhau 12 bay tiéc cho may
ong thoi. Phan dan ba ching t6i chi cAn gip nhau, néi
chuyén 1a di roi. Anh lo m&i di rdi cho bi€t bao nhiéu
ngudi t6i du hd. Nhé moi thing em nudi clia em nghen.”

“TAt nhién rd6i. Nhung mai... mdi né t6i nhiu thi
dudc chit khong 1& bit né ngdi ngdm hoa. Cdi thing dé
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¢6 chiu dugec mot phiit im ling d€ udng tra, nghe ngudi
ta ngdm tho, ngdm tring 1&n, nhin hoa nd... khong vay?”

“Oi chao, 1am nhu 1a chi ¢c6 anh méi 12 thi nhan
thoi vay hd! Thiing em t6i cling ¢6 1am tho chit bo.”

“Thd & dau, hdi nao? A, bai thd bita né doc cho
tiéc ddm cudi con ba Lién ddy a! HO6 ho... bai d6 n6 idn
cdp nguyén ven cia mot tiéc cudi trong nudc chit c6
phai ctia n6 ddu! Nhung ma... du d6 1a bai thd ctia n6 di
nita thi n6 cling ching phai 12 miu ngudi thich hdp cho
tiéc trd. C4i mAu ngudi clda né ha, chi thich chd on ao,
cung ly cdp cdp, dzd dzd 100%, la 161 om som, cudi néi
sang sdng... em khong thiy viy sao?”

“Vay mdi vui nha vui ctta chit. Cé dau nhu anh, cd
ngdi im ling cd budi, nhap tra 1dm ram tirg chit, cudi
khong ra ti€ng, thd khong nghe hdi, budng 13i ra thi toan
12 tho vin triét ly... y nhu mt cu gia.”

Hung cudi, xua tay td y khong mudn ban nita, s¢
mat cdng dwa dén cai va. Lit rau xong, Hung giip vg
ria rau r6i don ban.

Quynh Hoa di thay d6i nhiéu. Dudng nhu ngay tir
khi bit dau trd thanh dan ba, ngudi phu nif thuc t& hon.
Moi thit déu thyc t&. Trong sinh hoat hang ngay, mdi thi
déu thodt cdi trd nén tinh vi. Tinh yéu ciing thé&, bién
thanh cdi gi c6 thé tinh toin dugc, s mé dugc qua
nhitng bi€u hién vat chat. Mot bai thd cho ngay sinh
nhat, viét trén mot tAm thiép tu tay vé 14y, khdng con
lam nang cdm dong bing mot b6 hoa kém theo tAm
thiép in sin hinh va chit ddy dd, that dep, diy com nhiéu
16p gidy, c6 nhac. Cach nang hi hling, néi cudi huyén
thién khi nhin qua, hoa va thiép cta “thing em nudi” da
chitng minh diéu 4y. Nang vui that. Khong phai d€ 1am
vui 1ong “thdng em nudi” trudc mit né dau. Ngay ca khi
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né da vé rdi, nang van ctf vui, di ra di vio ngdm lo hoa,
chim chiit sip qua sip lai vi tri nhitng canh hoa, roi ct
ngim nghia, doc tdi doc lui tAm thiép, mS tAm thiép ra
dé nghe ban nhac chiic mirng sinh nhit nham chdn ma ai
ciing bi€t “happy birthday to you”... niém vui sinh nhat
kéo dai ca tuan cho d&n khi hoa héo. Con bai tho va tim
thiép cta chang thi ning chi doc qua mdt 1an vdi mot vé
lanh nhat. Nang chi gid v3 hoi lai vai chit trong d6 ¥
nghia th& nao d€ té ra nang c6 quan tim. Vay thdi.

Anh chang goi 1a “thing em nudi” clia Quynh Hoa
nhd hon nang hai tudi, tén Long. Ciing tn tinh thudng
va theo dudi “chi” hét stic nhung lic nao chi cling xem
nhu mot ciu em nhd. “Chi” 1én xe hoa theo chong rdi
ma em van khong chiu budng tha, ct bdm theo, 1am
ngudi ban cda gia dinh, rdi lai Jam ngudi em nudi bat cit
tiéc 16n tiéc nhd, chuyén xa chuyén gin gi clia gia dinh
ciing c6 mit, ciing xen vio, gép ¥, thdo luan sdi ndi...
ddi khi n6i dua thing thirng “dang 1& ba 13 ba xi chd
khong phai chi nudi tui dau nhé!” hodc “ddng 1& céi chd
clia 6ng ngdi 1a chd clia tui d6. Ching biét sao ba 4y lai
chon 6ng!”... Pai khdi 12 vdy. Mot thing em nudi dé
ghét va dé s¢. Giong nhu mot con dia. N6 bam minh thi
minh ching c6 1di ich gi ca, vé vat chat ciing nhu vé tinh
than. BAy gi cd y hat né ra thi lam tdn thuong cdi tim
lugng quin t& clia minh—bién minh thanh nhd mon
trong mit ngudi khdc, va sé tu cdm thdy hén ha doi véi
chinh minh—ma d€ né tu tung tu tac thi né phd hoai ca
céi dep ma minh tran qui gin git.

Chiéu chii nhit. Hung don dep va trang tri san sau,
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tao mdt khung cdnh 4m ciing, thd mong cho mdt budi tdi
ngim hoa quynh nd cling cdc ban bé thin. Quynh Hoa
lui hui & b&p, sita soan thit nuéng cho bita in chiéu. C6
Long, thing em nudi, vira phu gidp vira pha trd vui vé.
Phan tiéc trd cho dém ngdm hoa thi chi ¢6 banh ngot, tra
ngon, do Hung chiu trach nhiém. Pha trd 12 nghé clia
chang.

Quynh Hoa va Long dinh don ban dn ngoai sin.
Hung cu nu:

“Ciing c4i khung cdnh nay, nhiu nhet rdi k& d6
ngdi udng tra ngdm hoa, coi sao dugc. Giit giim t6i mot
chut thanh lich cho cdi sdn sau nay dugc khong? Don
ban dn trong kia di.”

“Anh that khé tinh. Ngbi ngodi ndy mat mé,
khodng khodt hon cht,” Quynh Hoa ciin nhin lai.

“Th6éi ma anh Hai, dung lam khé tui nay chua,”
Long ti€p 15i Quynh Hoa, “in gi lai ching 13 &n, udng gi
lai chdng 12 udng. Don cling mdt chd cho tién ma.”

Hung nghiém mdt dinh n6i mot cau gi d6, nhung
kém lai, nhin vai, t3 y thuin theo hai ngudi. Chang da
tran qui, chim chit, chd ddi gid phit hoa n§ da nhiéu
ngay nay rdi, khong mudn giy g6 lam hdng mat khong
khi dep dé thiéng liéng clia nhitng gid sip tdi.

Khéch luc tuc kéo dén. Tinh ludn cd chd nha thi
cling mudi hai ngudi. Long ling xidng néi cudi, tiép rudc
nhu thé chinh y 14 chii nhan, chi tiéc. Biu trdi con Wng
ning ma bita in di bit diu. Ti€ng ndi ti€ng cudi rom ra.
Ly cung nhau rdn rdng. L&i ddy nhau ron rang. Nhitng
khudn mit dé gay. Nhitng d6i mit duc ngau. Giong cudi
ti€ng néi kéo nhya. Chuyén thdi sy. Chuyén mang ludi
va k§ thuit tAn ky. Chuyén ti€u 1am. T cidp do6 nhe
nhang di din d&€n dam dic, tho tuc. Hung in 13y 1&, udng
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qua loa, cudi cAm hoi. Quan sit. Trong cdi ddm 6n 2o
bat nhdo nay, thyc sy 1a khong ai thich hgp cho mot dém
tring ngim hoa quynh nd. Sao vay kia? Ho dén day lam
gi, ching phii d€ ngim hoa nd, va doc tho cho nhau
nghe? An nhiu say bi ti, néi cudi 6n 2o nhu chg, rdi chi
mot ti€ng dong hd sau nita thoi, buSc vao mot thé gidi
thanh lich, nhe nhang kh4c? V¢ chong chiang da mdi 1am
ngudi hay 1a ho da thay d6i ca rdi, khong con thd mong
nhu mudi nim vé trude?

Chi c6 mot khuon mit la ngdi & géc ban 1a c6 vé it
néi, it cudi. Mot phu nit thAim ling di theo Tao—ban
cung truong ctia Hung—hodc ga dan 6ng hoat ndo nao
d6 ngdi k& bén nang ma Hung khong biét tén. C6 1& nhd
co ta khong bi€t uéng rugu bia nén it néi ching? Hay vi
cO ta khong mudn dén ma bi gd dan Ong kia ép dén?
Hay vi ¢0 ta nghe néi c6 ti€c trd ngdm hoa quynh nd nén
sOt sdng c6 mit va by gid dang thit vong nhin bita tiéc
vui nhdn dang cuc ciéin phd v& tirng gidy tirng phit cla
dém thiéng sip t6i? Ddng ngudi manh khdnh. Khuon
miit nhé. Khong dep. Chiang c6 dic di€m gi ddng d€ luu
¥ ndi con ngudi 4y ngoai trir sy im ling gitta mot ddm
dong On ao. Nét im ling d6 1am dep cd mot géc ban,
lam sdng cd mot ving sin phia 4y. Hung nghiéng
nghiéng diu ngdm nhin nang qua béng chiéu nhe xudng,
chap choang, hu 40. Nang cudi nhe. Khong biét 1a cudi
v6i Hung hay chi cudi gugng dé€ dap 1& cAu chuyén cia
ngudi khic. Nhung du thé nao, ngay phit 4y, Hung thay
nang dep hon tit c4d nhitng ngudi dan ba nao khéic trén
doi. Hung ning ly bia, udng can. Khong 1&... khong 1€
cdi dep chi hién hitu trong nhitng phit huyén hoic, mong
manh? Hung khong d4m nhin nang nita. S¢ minh chét
ddm. Hoic sd nang tan bién di. Hung ding diy, rdi ban.
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Xin phép, t6i vao trong chiit xiu. E, ditng c¢6 trén quin
dich nghe! Lam mot ly nita n¢, 100% coi nao! Khong, toi
vao mot chit rdi ra ngay. Hung hdi khénh khang budc
vai budc rdi khdi ddm dong. Khong phai chang say men.
Chi say mot chiit tinh hu huyén...

Hai bé Thu va Thi dang ngdi 1am bai tip cho ngay
mai. Hung nhin ching bit chgt lai ndy 1én ¥ nghi ring
chinh cdi dep ngay xua cia Quynh Hoa da hda thian
thanh hai dda con gdi. Con ngudi ludn luén mudn niu
kéo va bam viu vao cdi gi minh wa thich d€ tu ddnh lira
ring minh van tdn tai theo thdi gian. Nhung c6 cdi dep
nio c6 thé con mii véi thdi gian? Tat ca déu troi vé€ qua
khit. Chi c6 tinh yéu thi huéng vé tuong lai. Oi, 1o
khiing! Con ngudi mot khi khéi 1én tinh yéu, déu cé
khuynh huéng nghi d€n mot tudng lai nao d6. Ngudi ta
kéo cdi tinh yéu d6 dai ra theo ndm thang, theo sy mé
loan ctia chinh minh, nhung thuc sy thi khdng thé c6 mot
céi tinh yéu kéo dai. Bi kich ctia tinh yéu nim & chd dé.
Khdi ddy mot thit tinh rdi td vé& cho né tinh cdch dai lau.
Trong 4o tudng vé tinh cdch dai 1au clia né, sé thay cdi
dep that ngidn ngli. Cho nén, néu yéu ngudi 1a yéu vi cdi
dep ctia tAm hdn hay thé xdc thi khong 1am gi c6 mot
mdi tinh chung thiy! C4i dep nao ciing troi di, cling thay
ddi, tan ta theo thdi gian c3. Chi ¢6 cdi dep hién tién,
chgt hién chot bién, trong khodnh khic, 1am diy 1én mot
thit tinh yéu, ciing trong khodnh khic. Khong c6 cii dep
kéo dai. Khong c6 tinh yéu kéo dai. TAt cd déu hién hitu
va mat di trong khodnh khic. Ngay trong khodnh khic
Ay, néu bit dugc no thi né trudng tdn mién vién; khong
bit dugc né thi khéi su cho mot 4o twdng kéo dai...

Khi Hung trd ra thi vudn sau da 1én dén. Bau trdi
dém tim sAm. Tiéc rugu coi bd di tan. M4y ngudi dan
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ong bung bu ngdi i ra, ti€p tuc tdn giu. May ngudi dan
ba ding diy phu nhau don dep tan tich cia mét trin thu
hiing gitta stfc ngudi va nhitng thuc pham vo tri.

“Anh chuin bi pha tra la vua rdi d6,” Quynh Hoa
néi véi chdng.

Hung quay trd lai b&p, ndu nudc sdi, trdng cho
néng nhitng tach tra nhd, mé ndp hodp trd ngon.

“C6 ai con hitng thi d€ udng trd ngdm quynh nd
khong?” Hung hdi khi Quynh Hoa va ngusi dan ba manh
khanh kia bung chén bét dd vao bép.

“Hoéi gi ky vdy! Di nhién 1a ai ciing mong dgi tdi
gi0 phat nay chua!”

Quynh Hoa néi rdi quay qua ngudi dan ba kia, nhu
tim dong minh. Ngudi dan ba kia git diu, khong néi.
Hung ch€ nu6c s6i vao binh trd. Ngudi dan ba kia ding
lai bén canh nhin Hung ti mi 1am cong viéc cia chang.

“Anh c¢6 can gitp gi khong?”

“Khong, cdm on c6. T6i lam m{t minh dugc ma.
Chi can... chi cin co biét thudng thitc, 12 dd rdi.”

“Thudng thic trad d4y a, di nhién 12 biét chi.”

“Va thudng thdc hoa nira kia.”

“Di nhién, em dén diy dé dugc ngim hoa quynh
nd ma. Vdi lai... nghe anh Tao quing cdo 1a c6 muc
ngim thd nita, em thich lim.”

Hung git gu tinh n6i mdt cdu t6 y nhu tim dudc tri
am bdng thdy Tao budc vao.

“Van 2, minh phdi vé d6 em. Anh Hung oi, tdi c6
viéc phai vé& gip, cdo 16i v6i anh nghe. Oi, ti€c qud, mat
co hoi ngdm hoa quynh ng rdi.”

Té ra Vin la ngudi tinh méi cia Tao ma Hung
khong biét. Van ngac nhién trd mit nhin Tao, viing ving
khong mudn di. Van néi:
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“Gi ma gip vdy! Sao anh néi t6i nay ranh, cé thé
ngdi choi 1au dugc ma?”

“Thi ¢6 chuyén bit ngd mdi phdi vé chit anh dau
mudn. Vira ¢6 ci phone nhidn phdi di gip d6. Cap ciu
ma, dau lam ngd dugc.”

“Phdi cap cdu khong hay 1a...?” Hung héi lai véi
giong nira tin nia nghi.

“That ma, ban khong biét dau, rdi noi day gid nay,
mat c¢d hdi ngdm quynh nd, t6i dau 1im d6. Nhung thoi
dé dip khac, miia khac vay. T6i phai di diy anh Hung a.
biem.”

“Hay d€ cd 4y lai diy, tdi sé dua co 4y vé sau.
Anh di bénh vién thi cling dau cin dem cd Ay di?” Hung
dé nghi.

“Um... thi di bénh vién r6i con di cong viéc khic
nira ma. i, em.”

Vian chau bau, nhung roi cling budc theo Tao, vira
di vira e de ngodi lai, n61 v6i Hung:

“Xin 10i anh Hung nhé, thdi hen dip kh4c.”

“T6i dau lim d6, mat cd hoi ngdm hoa quynh,”
Tao con néi thém.

Ho di rdi, Hung lic dau, 1dm bam:

“Pau ti€c cdi con khi. Chi néi c4di miéng.”

Hung dem tra ra sin. Thyc khach ciing & 1én mot
ti€ng, rdi lao nhao:

“Roi, d€n 16i!”

“Muc chinh bit dau.”

“Ndy gid dén day chi chd dgi gid phit nay thoi
day.

“LAy ciy dan ra day di chi Quynh Hoa, cho anh
Hung tré tai, lau qud khong nghe anh iy giy nhac
classic.”
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“Thi vi qud, thd vi qud, khong gi bing ngdi ngim
hoa nd, nhin tring 1én, nghe bing hitu ngdm tho, dinh
dan...”

bit bd dd tra 1én ban, tu dung Hung cdm thdy
nhitng 15i reo mirng ctia dam thuc khich nay déu rong
tuéch, gia tao. Hung vin khong tin ndi 1a tir khong khi
ndo nhiét c6 th€ budc thing vao khong khi thanh tao thi
vi mot cdch ty nhién, dé dang dudc. Ho chi déng kich
thoi. Ho ching con chiit thd ndo cd. Biy gid ho chi thich
rugu manh, coi phim khi€u dam hay phim bao dong, doc
va nghe bing ti€u thuyét ré tién loai ching cAn suy nghi
va ching cin giif lai ndi ti sich, thich nghe nhac kich
dong hodc chi hing thd véi nhitng lién khic tango,
boléro... Oi, v6i sy tréng rdng vo vi clia tim hdn nhu thé
thdo nao ho lai ching mé nghe nhac lién khic. Ho
khdng mudn c6 mot khodng tréng nao trong khong gian
va thdi gian nén ct 14y lién khic ra ma 14p day. Ma
cang cd ging khda 14p nhitng khodng trong, ho lai cang
trong rong, tAm thudng, nhat nhéo hon. Ho ching biét
ring chinh nhitng khodng trong, nhitng ndt ling, nhitng
gidy phut thi€u ving chd dgi nhau, giita hai n6t nhac, hai
ban nhac, hai giot nudc mua rdi, hai ching ddi, hai
khodng thdi gian, hai tim cdnh, hai con ngudi... mdi la
cdi chd thim siu, y nghia nhdt. Ciing nhu ngim hoa
quynh, gidy phiit hoa khé rung minh ri lay nhe, lay nhe
dé hé md nhitng canh hoa, 13 gidy phiit linh thiéng mau
nhi€ém, dep dé; nhung gidy phit chd dgi trude khi hoa
khai nhuy lai chinh 14 thdi gian dem lai nhiéu bdi hdi
xtic cAm nhat. N&u chi cAn thdy nhitng bong hoa thi sao
khong chd hoa né xong rdi hiy dén ma nhin, hay 1a ci
mua hoa nhya vé cim & mdt géc nao d6 trong nha cho
vui. Nghe nhac ma ct mudén nhac réo lién tuc khong
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ngirng nghi, hét bdn ndy qua bdn no, khdng mot nét ling,
khong mdt gidy phut ngirng nghi, thi con gi 1a nhac nira!
C4i thing em nudi kia nita, hdn chi 12 mot thing 14u c4
véi lién khidc cda nhitng 16i, nhitng cdu, nhitng nu cudi
sdo, rong.

Tra dugc rét ra nhitng cdi tach nhd xiu. Huong tra
tda thom diu diu. Nhung ciing chua at dugc mui thit
nuéng con phdng phat chung quanh.

“Tra 6-long hdo hang ddy ba con di,” Long néi I6n.

Moi ngudi im ling, ching ai néi gi. Dudng nhu
huong trd va nhitng tdch tra da mang dén cho ho mot
chiit khong khi ¢8 kinh nao d6, khi€n ho tu dung bét dn
a0. Chi con mot minh Long 1a cit bo bd cai miéng.

“Tra 6-long nay mudn mua ré mot chit ti phai ldi
xe 1én Chinatown trén Los Angeles. DuGi nay ban 30 do
mot hop ‘103’ chd trén d6 minh mua 1 hdp chi 25 d6
thoi.”

Moi ngudi gt gii, bit ddu nhap tra. Long ti&p:

“Tra ndy sdn xuat tir Pai Loan diy. C6 nhiéu hang
con dit tién gip 5 1an trd 6-long 103 nay nita kia. Du
vy, toi van thich tra 103 hon. Khong phai dit tién thi
ldc nao ciing hgp vdi khiau vi cia minh, phdi khong?
Ching han nhu hdp 409, ho c6 pha sim vio dé nén ban
ddt hon 103, nhung dau c6 ngon. Mui vi n6 chét hon, cdi
hau it ngot hon. O day ¢6 ai udng tra 409 chua?”

“Chua,” mot ngudi dap, giong nhd, “anh Long nay
c6 vé sanh diéu qud nghe. TU rudu bia dén tra, thi gi
ciing s6i hét ma.”

“Hi hi, c6 gi dau, so sd thoi ma. P& toi néi cho qui
vi nghe, vé& chuyén lién quan dén hoa quynh nay diy
ma. Khi ndy tdi d3 ndi v6i chi Quynh Hoa rdi, bdy gid
néi cho ba con & day biét,” Long ti€p tuc bd bd.
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“Thoi, khoan n6i da Long a,” Quynh Hoa chdn lai.
Nhung Long ctf ti€p:

“N6i thi n6i, cho vui, chtt c6 gi dau. Nay nhé, toi
¢6 hoc dugc mot mén sup rat doc ddo. Bdo ddm qui vi
thit mot 1an s& khong bao gid quén duge. Mén nay vain
con trong vong thi nghiém thdi; ¥ t6i mudn néi 1a trén
cin bin n6 di thanh mot mén stip, nhung c6 thé tuy theo
khau vi va tai nghé ché bi€n ciia nhitng tay ddu bép, cé
thé€ 1am cho né ngon hon, hip din hon...”

“La moén gi vdy néi mau di, 10ng vong hoai
ngudi trong ban ti€c thic giuc.

“Thi mén stip hoa quynh ddy ma!” Long vira néi
vita cudi thit 16n.

Hung trgn mit, gin lén:

“Im di. Mu6n néi gi thi... ra ngoai dudng ma néi.”

“Tho1 ma anh Hai, bdt gidn coi nao. Chuyén gi ma
nghiém trong th&€! Anh khong thdy moi ngudi dang chd y
ling nghe t6i sao? Phai khong qui vi? Thay chua, thiy
chua. T6i ti€p nhé, hoa quynh c6 cdi tén khoa hoc 1a... 1a
gi nhi? Quén mat rdi. Nhung dudc tinh clia n6 rit cao, c6
thé dem chung v6i dudng phén ma in cho mdt gan bd
than; ngoai ra, con c6 thé nau sip dn rat ngon: khi hoa
vira nd xong chirng nira gid hoidc cao 1dm 12 mot gid, lic
né con tuoi chua rii xudng, cit ngang cudng hoa, chd sit
véi 14, dem vao lo ndu ngay con nhu khong nau dudc
lién thi bd vao bao, cho vao ti lanh, hom sau 14y ra

‘,,

mot

’

nau...”
“Tho6i di. By giG khong phdi gid dn nhiu nira,”
Hung lai giin giong noi.

“Trdi di, anh Hai n6i vdy ma néi dugc. Pay chi n6i
chuyén thdi chit ¢c6 nhau nhet gi dau. Nay nhé, trudc khi
niu phai 14y cdi nhuy hoa & giita ra, d€ né lai sé bi ding
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vi diy bong phan. Cdi hoa thi ché mdng ra titng miéng
¢ nay. Ndi sip c6 thé ndu v6i mitc rong khd, tao mot it
t0m tuoi nita thi tuyét... N6i vin tit vay thoi chit khong
chirng qui vi niu con ngon hon t6i nita kia. Hoa quynh
niu stip c6 chat nhdn nhdn nhu 14 mong toi qui vi a...”

Hung ding ddy, khéu vai Long, ra diu ngoic
Long:

“Ra diay minh n6i chuyén riéng mot chut.”

“Gi ma nghiém trong th€ anh Hai,” Long cudi gid
14, nhung vAn mau min ding day budc theo Hung.

Hung di ngang nha bé&p, phong khdch, m& ctta buéec
ra ngoai dudng. Long theo sau, vin cudi. Hung nghiém
sic mit noi:

“V& di. Tao khong mudn nhin mit may nita. May
c6 mudn gip chi nudi cia may thi phone dén hoic gip &
ngoai dudng, dung c6 budc vo nha tao nita, nghe chua

N6i xong, khong cho Long di thdi gian néi lai
ti€ng nao, Hung quay nhanh viao, déng clra sim mdt cdi.
Dén ngang bé&p, Hung rét mot ly nuéc lanh, uéng cho
nguodi gidn. Vai phat sau Hung mdi ra sin véi khach.
Quynh Hoa thdy Hung tr§ lai mot minh khong c6 Long,
lién héi:

“Gi vay? Long dau roi?”

Hung khong néi, chi hdt ham huéng ra phia dudng.
Quynh Hoa ding ddy ngay, lau bau:

“Anh 1am cdi gi vay? Long vé rdi phai khong? Ty
dung 1am mat vui! Thiét tinh, anh ¢8 chdp qua!” néi roi
Quynh Hoa di nhanh ra ngoai.

Hung ngdi lai v6i khdch, im mot lic méi néi:

“Xin 16i cdc ban... Toi khong kém dudc néng gidn.
Xin bd qua cho. M&i udng tra.”

Moi ngudi c6 vé i ngai, nhin Hung. Khong khi im

"’
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ldng bao trum.

Hoa quynh bit dau nd. Tung doa, tung dbéa, nhu
hen tru6c v4i nhau, cling run rdy cwa minh dudi dnh
tring md nhat. Trong thodng chdc, chdu hoa véi nhitng
canh 14 xanh mu6t udén éo nhu by rdng da dudc diém
bing nhitng hoa 16n trong nhu nhitng nang tién 4o tring
tlr cdi ndo ddp xudéng vudn nay. Cudng hoa dd, tir cdc
canh clia nhitng phi€n 14 méng ma tda ra, cong xuéng
dudi rdi lai huéng 1én, nang nhitng nu hoa nghiéng
chénh ché&ch vé huéng ngudi ngim—c6 vé 1a nhu vay;
néu cudng hoa ning nu hoa thing ding 1&én thi ngudi
ngim khong 1am sao thdy dugc nhuy hoa IAm tdm vang
va rat cau ky bén trong. Hoa quynh 16n ma khong thd.
bai cic ma khong ki€u sa. Thom diu diu cht khong
ngio ngat. Vay rdi huong thom ciing tda ngdt mot viing.

Mot vai ti€ng xi xam, r6i vai ti€ng x6n xao.

“Thom qud.”

“Oi dep qua.”

Hung ling 1& ngdm, rung dong mot lic nhung rdi
cdm hing trong chang lui tan thit nhanh. Nghi dén
Quynh Hoa, v¢ minh, dang ving miit trong nhitng phit
gidy dep dé nhat, Hung khéc trong 1ong bing mot ndi
dau khé hiéu.

Gan mot gio dong ho sau thi khach 1an Iugt cdm on
chii nha, ra vé. Hung tién ngudi khich cudi cling ra cifa
r6i quay trd lai sin sau. Pdnh dan guitar, ca mdt minh.
GaAn mot gid sau, mSi thdy Quynh Hoa trg lai, ling 1&
ngdi & mot cdi ghé& gin d6. Ca hai im ling ching néi gi.
Hung ciling khong dan ca nita.

“Anh da ngdm hoa xong chua?”

“Cé viéc gi sao?”’

“Vao nghi mai di lam. Long n6 din... hdi hoa lic
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con tudi dem vao bd td lanh ngay thi ngdy mai niu mdi
ngon.”

“Em mudn 1am gi thi lam di.”

Quynh Hoa ditng day, véi con dao cAm sin trén
tay, cit nhitng hoa quynh cho vao mdt cdi rd nhuya.

Quynh Hoa vao trong rdi, Hung vin con ngdi im
ndi d6 that 1au, cho dé&n khi tring 1én qua dinh diu, cho
dén khi suong dém xudng lanh, khi€n chang phai rung
minh. Chau hoa quynh vin con d6, nhung khong con
hoa, khong con huong. Hung tudng chirng né da chét.
Hung mudn ca thém mot ban trudc khi vao ngd nhung
cuéng hong nhu bi tic nghé&n, khong thot nén 13i. Chi
con ti€ng dan vang nheé nhe, nhe nhe trong dém. =
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Nu cuoi

Ai ma ching mudn cudi. Cudi 12 bi€u hién cla sy
vui vé, clia niém hanh phiic trén ddi. Vay thi phdi cudi.
Nhung ti€ng khéc va nu cudi diu phai la tht hanh dong
do minh diéu khién. H& minh dau khd cung tot hodc xuc
dong manh, thi nu6c mit tudn. HE minh vui suéng tot do
thi c4i miéng ty nhién nhe ra ma cudi toe cudi toét. The
thi, “mudn hanh phiic trén ddi thi phdi cudi,” 12 mot tién
dé la lung, nghich ly. P4ng 1& mdi ngudi tu chim lo cdi
hanh phic cho minh, cho ngudi khac thi ty dung moi
ngudi s€ cudi. Pang nay, 6ng dao Cudi chi trudng ngugc
lai. Ong cho ring con ngudi phdi cudi, thi ty dung sé
mang lai niém vui cho chinh ho va cho ngudi khéc.

Nhu thé day. Ong chi gidng t6i gidng lui dim ba 1y
thuyé&t vé hanh phiic va khS dau, cudi va khéc, giim
thém nhitng cdu chuyén vé vui va khd, dic biét thich thd
k& chuyén ti€u 1am, r6i md nhitng 16p day cudi, roi tung
ra xa hdi nhitng dao quin cugi. Chi truong cua O6ng
khong phdi 12 khong hdp 1y dau. Vi néu né vo 1y, khong
ap dung dugc, thi ngudi ta di ching kéo dén hoc dao
Cudi clia 6ng dén cd ngan ngudi, tao nén thanh thé 1ay
Itng cua 6ng nhu 1a mot gido chld, mot s gia cia hanh
phiic, mdt dao su 13i lac c6 thé tao nén thién dudng tran
gian ngay trong ddi hién tai.

“Ching gi khé hiéu didu may a. Ci theo tao t6i
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nghe 6ng thuyét trinh mot 1an, thim chi may chi can
nhin mit 6ng, thdy nu cudi clia dng, 14 may cdm thiy
hanh phic, nhe nhdm, thodi m4i ngay 14p tic. Roi tir do,
may sé thiy cudc ddi may thay d6i, thing hoa.”

“Thyc vay sao! Nghe may néi tao cling ham, mudn
di ngay cho biét. A, 6ng ta ciing 12 tu si h?”

“Xi, tu si gi! Ong ta ciing ¢6 vg con nhu moi ngudi
thoi. Ngudi ta goi Ong ta 1a dng dao Cudi chit thuc tinh
ong ta chi mudn 12 ngudi ban dudng huéng din minh
hanh phic thdi. C6 bita dng ta con ndi ring & doi dau
can phdi 1am tu si, va ciing khong cin miy 6ng ba tu si
nira do6.”

“Thata! Ly do sao ma 6ng néi vay?”’

“Thi... 8ng néi ring mAy tdn gido c6 miit trén ddi
ciing chang 1am gi khdc cdi chuyén 6ng 4y dang lam.
Nghia 1a Iam cho moi ngudi hanh phuic, lam cho moi
ngudi cudi. Nhung may cé thdy khong, trén thuc t€ thi
nhitng ngudi tu si clia cdc ton gido thudng t6 vé khic
khd, nghiém trang, mit may lic ndo ciing dim dim kho
chiu, khan truong, nhu thé 13 dang rdo ri€t truy tim chan
ly vay! Cho nén ti€p xiic vdi nhitng tu si khd hanh 4y,
ngudi ta chi thiy trudc su riu ri thdi cht cudi ching néi.
Con gip 6ng dao Cudi dé ha, chic chin phdi cudi thoi.
Ong ta mang lai nu cudi titc khic cho nhitng ai 6ng gip.
Pi theo 6ng, minh ciing ching bi mit mat gi cd. Ching
cAn phai ép minh in chay nim dat, ching cin phadi tu
nguyén song ddc than sudt ddi, ching cin phai giit gin
nhitng gi6i ludt hay diéu rin nay diéu rin no cho ddi
thém ning gdnh. Chi can cudi, cudi, cudi ma thoi!”

“Ha, cling hay nhi. Vay chif khi nao may dua tao di
gdp ong?”

“Chd nhat t6i, dugc khong?”
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“Pugc, hita chic nghe.”

Cht nhat, Trim 14i xe d&€n nha Thily, chd ban dén
chd dng dao Cudi.

Trén xe, Tram k€ so cho Thiy biét chd & chinh ctlia
ong dao Cudi 1a ngdi biét thy khiém nhudng véi bon
phong ngli—mot cdi danh cho vg¢ chdng dng, ba cdi con
lai danh cho ba dia con, phong khédch rong, ndi véi
phong in, chita dén 4 bo gh€ ném boc da va mot day
ban 16n trén hai muoi ghé& ngdi dung d€ hoi hop. Sau
lung ngdi biét thy, cdc dé ti dng dao gop tién xay thém
hai ddy nha c6 1au, gdm khodng 50 phong, mdi phong c6
thé ngt qua dém dudc 4 ngudi. Hai diy 1du 4y hoan toan
danh cho ngudi hoc dao phudng xa dén nghe gidng c6
thé & lai dém d€ thuc tip hoic tham du cic khéa thuc
tap dai han. Ngoai hai ddy 1du 4y, ngudi ta con xay cd
mot hdi truGng rong phia bén hong ngdi biét thy clia gia
dinh 6ng dao, c6 thé chita khodng 600 ngudi. Khu dat
bao quanh ngdi biét thy khd rong, chi€m tron ngon doi
cao, ngay xua 13 riing phong, nay dugc mot vai mon dod
chuyén nghiép lam vudn clia 6ng dao phac hoa, thiét k&,
ph4 rirng 1am thanh vudn, trdng cAy cdnh va cay kiéng,
lam thdm cé, 1ap vudn hoa, trang nhya cdc 16i di bao
quanh khu dat..., tao nén mot cénh trf dep d&, mat mit—
mot khu vuon khang trang, sang trong dugc chim séc ti
mi ctia mot gia dinh thugng luu giau co.

Cdng sit clia biét thy md sin. Tram l4i xe thing
vao trong. Mdt vai mon dd clia dng dao dang rdo bo trén
16i di trdng nhuwa, thdy xe vao thi dua tay viy chao,
miéng mim cudi.

“Cha, khu dit nay ly tudng qud, nhung ma... cdnh
tri ¢6 vé nhin tao qua. Khong c6 chit vé thién nhién nao
cd,” Thuy néi véi ban.
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“P6 1a chii ¥ ctia dong dao ma. Ong cho ring con
ngudi cé thé ty tao 14y thién dudng cia minh, cho nén
canh tri, nha 3, vudn tudc, cling phai theo cdi cdm quan
ctia minh, chit khong thé dé cho thién nhién 1an luét.”

“Chd y gi ma la vidy! Bo cdnh nhan tao ki€u nay c6
thé thay th€ dudc canh dep thién nhién sao? Tao thiy c6
céi gi guong gao noi khu dit nay d6 may a. Ca mot cdi
vudn rong nhu vdy ma nhu thi€u cdi gi d6. T6t hon la
nén lam cdi rung hon 1a 1am céi vudn.”

“La sao, y mady mudn néi gi?”

“Lam cai vudn chd nay thi chi méi 1ap dudc céi
tiéu vién thoi; phdi 1am thanh rirng thi méi goi dugc 1a
tiéu lam.”

“Suyt, may lic nao ciing néi ca riing, vd téi chd
ngudi ta rdi ma con néi dila. Vay chif may mudn téi day
tim céi gi day?”

“Thi tim niém vui, tim nu cudi. Nhung...”

“May s€ tim thdy ma, dirng lo.”

“Nhung may cdi ngudi kia, xem ho cudi kia...”

“Hé, ho dang thuc tdp dao Cudi d6 ma.”

“Nhung... cudi la 1dm! Giong nhu cudi theo théi
quen.”

“Suyt, n6i nhé miy. Cht mady muén ai gip may
cling méo mié€ng, khoc 1én a?”

“Ching phdi vdy. Cudi thi t6t hon chd. Nhung
nhitng nu cudi nay thi ciing gidng nu cudi xa giao cla
dan ban x& khi gdp nhau théi chit gi.”

“N6i tam bay. Cudi vy ma cudi xa giao a! Ngudi
ta cudi tudi nhu vay, rd rang 12 di dat dao mot phan rdi
dé. b6, may thdy chuwa, xem hai 6ng ba gia kia kia, ho
dang & cap1d6.”

“Cap 1, 1a sao may?”
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“Cap I 1a trinh d6 vira cudi chao ngudi la vira tu
nhin vao 1dng minh, xem niém vui c6 hién hitu khong.”

“Né€u c6 thi sao, khong thi sa0?”

“C6 thi lam cho n6 tdng 16n 1€n, khong thi lam cho
thanh c¢6. Nhung du c¢6 hay khong thi ciing dang & trong
cap 1.7

“Sao may bi€t ho dang § cap I7”

“Dé thoi, vi méi cudi chao minh xong 1a ho nhim
mit lim dim d6. Nhim mit lai d€ do xét ty tim.”

“Vay khi tao cudi xa giao v6i ho ma mit khong
nhidm lai thi tao dang & cAp may?”

“May chua dudc cip nao cd. May ciing nhu bao
nhiéu ngudi ddng & ngoai ctra dao thoi.”

“Hé, vay tao 1am bod cudi xong rdi nhim mit thi
may ciing nghi 1a tao dang & cap [ ha?”

“C4i d6 thi... cling khé néi 1dm. Chi ngudi trong
chin mdi hi€u dugc chin c6 ran hay khong thdi. May
gia do thi tv dung nét miat may né khac v6i ngudi lam
thiét.”

“Vay sao! Pao Cudi ciing khé qua hd. Tao tudng
chi dén day rdi cudi th3 gian, cudi lin 16c, cudi hd hé...
cht dau biét ciing chia cip nay cip no. A, ma may dang
& cAp may vay?”

“Bi mat, bi mat.”

“N6i di, dao Cudi chia 1am may cip. Pén cd ong
dao thi cAp may?”

“Khoan, dé tao dau cho xong cdi xe di. Pau chd
nay chiit nita ¢c6 mudn rit vé sém di shopping theo y
may thi cling d&. Okay, hdi ndy may hdi gi, a, nhé 16i,
may héi dao Cudi c6 may cap. Pon gidn thoi. Ong dao
chia dao Cudi 1am 3 cip. Cap I may biét rdi. Cap II 1a
giai doan ma ti€u gid da ty bit 16...”
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“Khoan, tao ngit 16i may mot chit. Tiéu gid 1a gi
vay?”’

“Tiéu 1a cudi, gid 1a ngudi. Tiéu gid 1a ngudi cudi,
l1a ngudi dang thuc hanh dao CuGi d6 ma.”

“Q, chtt khong phai gid 1a gia tao sao?”

“May ctf n6i tim bay khong a. P€ tao néi tiép. 0
cap II, ti€u gid da tu bi€t niém vui bén trong clia minh 13
c6 that cho nén nd luc dem nu cudi clia minh ma ban
phét hanh phuc cho tha nhan.”

“C6 nghia la gdp ai cling cudi thodi mdi, cudi md
mit, khdng can nhim lai mot chit nhu miy ti€u gid &
caplhd?”

“0 c4p I khong phai 1a ti€u gid ma 1a fiéu sinh—
tiic chi méi 1a dao sinh dang con thuc tip thdi. Con ti€u
gid & cap II thi dang hanh dao. Ti€u gid gip ai ciing
cudi, cudi thodi mdi, khong cAn nhim mit lai dé tu tra
cttu ndi tAm nita. Chinh nhitng ti€u gid ndy 1a nhitng s
gid mang lai nu cudi cho khip th€ gidi. Nu cudi doi véi
ho khong con 13 bi€u tugng nita ma chinh 13 niém hanh
phtic. Ho cudi véi ai 1a ban hanh phiic dén ngudi d6.”

“Nhung lam sao d€ dat d&€n cap 11?7

“Phdi thuc tip cudi mot thdi gian khd dai & cap 1
chit. Thdi gian thuc tip, may cé thé tap cudi vdi cy cd,
da't dd vo tri, rdi tAp cudi v6i ngudi la, rdi tap cudi véi
ngudi ma minh thu ghét.”

“Ctr mdi 1an thuc tap cudi mot céi 1a sau d6 nhim
mit lai ki€m di€m ty tim?”

“Piing. Vudt qua giai doan ndy rdi, méi budc vio
cap II, 1am ti€u gid.”

“Ai s€ la nguGi ching nhdn trinh d§ cudi cua
minh?”

“Thi 6ng dao chit ai.”
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“Nhung ma... néu bay gid gip ai tao ciing cudi vi
trong 1ong tao vui qud, thi 6ng ta c6 cho tao 1én cap II
khong?”

“C4i d6 thi khdc a. Vi may chua tirng & cap I, chua
tirng trdi thoi gian thyc tAp cudi thi 1am sao nhdy 1én cip
IT dugc! It nhat may ciing c6 nhitng gid thuc tap chung,
c6 mit day di trong nhitng gi 6ng dao thuyét trinh ciing
nhu vao nhitng gid hoi thdo va nhitng dai hoi cudi, rdi
may mdi c¢6 dugc gidy chiing nhin cho mdi cAp chit. Hon
nifa, cdi niém vui clia may chi 12 niém vui nhat thdi thoi.
Khi may hét vui thi may dau c6é cudi dudc nita. Trong
khi d6, nu cudi clia ti€u gid cap II 1a nu cudi thudng truc,
day kinh nghiém, nhuin nhuyén, c6 thé 4p dung & bat ct
trang huéng nao.”

“C6 nghia la... cho du ho dang buon, gian, khé dau,
mAt mat, thua 15 gi gi di nita thi vin cudi?”

“Pung, ding vdy d6. Ho 14y chinh nu cudi ctia ho
dé gidi tda nhitng dau khd hay bat man & ndi tim.”

“P6 1a gidi tda cho chinh ho. Vay chit thdy ngudi
khic dau khd, mat maét, ho ciing gidi téa cho ngudi ta
bing cdch cudi toe toét a?”

“May dung chit by ba qud, ching ding ti ndo. Ai
lai cudi toe toét! Nu cudi ctia dao 1a nu cudi an lac, hanh
phtc, thanh thoi, nhe nhang... chit ai lai toe toét bao gid.
Né&u ngudi khdc dau khd, ho dén cudi thi ngudi d6 gidm
b6t khd dau thoi.”

“Thuc khdong d6, hay 1a chi choc cho ho quau 1én,
ho dong cho mot dAm vao miéng! Ha ha ha ha. Sao tao
tic cudi qua!”

“P¢ thay chua, vao trong thé gidi nay 1a may c6
ngay nhitng nu cudGi thodi mai!”

“Khéng phdi! Tao tic cudi... hiic hitc,” Thiy 6m
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bung, gip ngudi xudng, cudi ric rich mdt hdi, “1a vi cdi
dao Cudi c6 cdi gi budn cudi qud chit khong phai nhd
budc vao ddy mdi duge hudng nu cudi!”

“Suyt, may khong tin thi ciing d€ ngudi ta tin véi
chit. N6i tam bay tdm ba khong a. N&u may khong thich
thi tao dwa may vé ngay, khdi mat cong may cudi ché
nhao.”

“Hé, ching phdi cudi ki€u cia tao ciing 12 mot loai
cudi ham chia hanh phiic sao chit. May trong dao Cudi
thi may phai vui khi thdy tao cudi chit, cho di nu cudi d6
12 nu cudi ché€ nhao ngay chinh cdi dao cia may, phdi
khong?”

“C4di d6 thi... & trinh do ctia 6ng dao kia, tic 1a phdi
& cap III, chit & cAp I va 11 ma thdy may cudi ki€u dé thi
ho rugt uynh may khéc khong kip nira chit ding cé & d6
ma cudi!”

“E, vdy chtt dao Cudi ctia may chi day ban cho
niém vui thoi chit khong day sy nhdn nhuc, chiu dung
sa0? Bo khong vira y chit xiu 12 nhin mit ndi sin si 1én
a?”

“..ctf cudi va 1am cho niém vui ty tim phét trién
that manh, that siu, thit cao, roi tu dung ba cdi chuyén
18 t& nhu budn, gidn, cau c6, bing git, néng ndy... sé
bi€n mat ngay.”

“N6i tha'y d& qud nhung thuc t€ ching biét c6 dudc
vay khong.”

“Tao khong mudn nhiéu 15i. May c gip dong dao
xong cdi da, rdi sau d6 tv dung may s& c6 quyét dinh
thich dang.”

“Khoan vao di, tao thdy nhiéu ngudi con diing bén
ngoai kia. May chua néi tao nghe vé cap III. C6 phdi
cip nay thi ngang hang vdi dng dao khong? Chi khong
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phdi 12 dng ta dat d&€n mot trinh d6 siéu cAp, vudt ngodi
nhitng cAp dit ra cho mon dé sao?”

“Cdi d6 chinh l1a cdi khiém nhudng ctda 6ng dao.
Ong khéng tu cho minh 1a siéu cip cudi gi cd. Ong néi
ong ciing chi & cap III thdi, khdng c6 cip ndo cao hon
th& nita. Cao hon thi 12 thdnh than rdi. Ong ta chi 1a
ngudi thudng, 1a 6ng dao, 1a ké thuc hanh dao Cudi ma
thoi. Nhung dit 6ng néi vay, trén thuc t€ thi ngoai trir
ong ra, chua ¢6 ai trong ddm mon dé dat dén cap 111 c4.”

“Th& a! Sao ma khé dir vay?”

“B&i vi... & trinh do ndy, ti€u dao—ngudi da dat
dén cap III thi khdng goi 1a sinh hay gid nita, ma goi la
dao—trong 1ong da hoan toan hanh phic, khong thdy
budn khd dau dén gi nhu th& nhin nita, con ngoai dién
thi nu cudi khong bao gid tit.”

“La sao? La cuGi mai?”

“U, cudi mii, ngay ca khi dang néi, dang in, dang
udng, dang ngdi trim tu, dang 1am viéc... thim chi dang
ngl.”

“O, that la nhi, tao chua tifng nghe thiy chuyén
nay bao gi®. Qudi chiéu that!”

“P6, may thdy sg chua. Cho nén tao mdi néi la
may hdy gip ong dao mdt 1an thi tv dung thay ddi hét
quan diém, bd hét nhitng nghi ngd ch& nhao. Thdi, vao
dudgc chua?”

N6i vay nhung rdi c3 hai cling ngdi lai trén xe mot
ldc d€ soi lai mit mili, stra lai mdi téc. R3i xe, ho men
theo con dudng trdi sdi, ti€n vé huéng hoi trudng. Noi
dé, ngudi ta da tu tip, ngdi kin gan hét gh&. Trén bon
vich clia hoi trudng, diy nhitng bich chuong va biéu
ngit. Mot s6 biéu ngit doc nghe quen nhu & nhitng tJ bdo
chuyén viét truyén cudi. Mot s6 bich chuong cé vé
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nhitng hinh dnh quen thudc nhu & phong mach nha si.
Trim kéo Thdy ti€n vé hang gh€ diu gin chd dién gid
nhat. Thily ngac nhién thdy ai cling cudi chao Tram rdi
dat ra hai bén, trdnh dudng cho Tram di mot cdch kinh
cin. Tram chi cudi ddp lai, ching néi gi. P&n hang ghé&
diu, khong con chd trong, hai vo chdng tré nao dé tu
dong ding diay nhudng chd cho Trim va Thiy. Trim
ciing chi cim on bing nu cudi, ching tir chdi, kéo Thity
ngdi xudng chd ghé vira dugc nhudng.

Ngdi mot liic, Thiy hdi nhd:

“Sao moi ngudi ¢ vé trong vong, uu tién cho may
dit vay? Thiy ho nhudng gh€, tao 4i ngai qud a.”

“Khong sao, may 1a ban tao thi may phai dugc uu
tién chit. Ching gidu gi may, biy gid tao ndi that nhé,
tao dang & cdp II, thudc loai ky cuu, dudc 6ng dao tin
twdng, di ra di vao ty do ngay trong tu thit clia dng Ay
nita kia. May ngudi méi hoc dao thiy tao 1a né, la
nhudng thi ding rdi. C6 1an 6ng dao con mém y trudc
ddm dong cl toa ring c¢6 thé tao 13 ngudi cé khd ning
thay thé 6ng néu mot mai dng 1én tién, nhung véi diéu
kién 12 tao phai phan ddu cudi nhiéu hon va khuyén du
thém nhiéu mon d6 vao dao nita. Mot 1dt, sau budi
thuyét trinh, tao dua may vio thim gia dinh 6ng.”

Thily chi bi€t tr6 mit nhin ban minh, khong néi nén
15i. Vira ldc d6, c6 tiéng ngudi diéu khién chudng trinh
phat 1én:

“Xin moi tit cd ti€u gid, ti€u sinh, ti€u kh4ch cling
ding day, chudn bi dén ti€u dao.”

Moi ngudi ding diy. Ti€ng gh€ kéo, ti€ng 4o
quan, ti€ng ting hing, ron ci 1én mdt lic r6i chim vio
im lang, trang nghiém. Ong dao budc vio.

Ong thap ngudi. Béo tron béo truc. Téc d€ dai
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ngang vai, udng quin tirng lon, xit keo k§ ludng. Khi dng
budc di, hai canh tay c6 vé nhu dang ra hai bén vi bi cin
thit m3 & hong. Chan 6ng cling di hang hai c6 1€ cung ly
do tuong tw: md& & hai bip dui nhiéu qu4. Ong mac mot
thit 40 may cit ki€u gi la 1dim: né gi6ng mot cdi khin
quang c6 cd thi ding hon. Pai khai 13 mot mi€ng vai
mau md ga, rong, khoét mdt cdi 16 tron, chui cb vao do,
r6i bing mot cdch nao d6, gai nit hay thit gidy, dé 16
hai cdnh tay ra ngoai mi€ng vai nhiung nhiing iy. Trang
phuc nhin qua thi don gidn, nhung nhin ky lai thi thdy
ciing cau ky thay. N6 cho ngudi ta cdm gidc ring 6ng Ay
ciing hoi dit ning van dé phuc siic bé ngoai va cé tinh
chung dién nhu dan ba khi xuit hién truéc ddm dong.
Thap thodng dudi céi 16p 4o choang tha thudt Ay, ngudi
ta thi'y cdi quan lya tring mdng clia dng cling rong xiing
xinh tif trén xudng, bé lai § ¢d chan bing mot dai lua
mau hoang kim; bén ngoai con boc thém mdt vai cdi
kiéng vang ling ling, khi chuyén dong thi kéu lén leng
keng. Chan mang doi hai tring, loai vai, khong x4 gidy,
v mau md ga ti€p mau vdi cdi 4o choang. Khong nhitng
kiéng chan, dng con mang ci kiéng tay & cdnh tay phai,
7, 8 céi, cling bing vang y sdng lodng. Tay trdi thi mang
dong hd dién tir da ning v6i diy deo bing vang, day
com. Quan 4o xénh xang xdng x&nh xling xinh nhu vay
cho dng cdi vé yéu diéu diu dang clia phdi y&u, ma ciing
phdng phat cdi ding vé clia mot ga thugng Ivu & xi An
hay mdt x&¥ nao d6 ctia Trung-ddng. Da mat dng dé au
ma lai béng 1udn, giong nhu mot ngudi say méi rira miit
thoa kem. Trdan khd cao, cling béng Iudn nhu xdc
vaseline. Hai mit hip lai nhu hai con dia déi ding chau
mot cdi miii 1an that bu. Pic biét 1a cd khudn mit déu
khong hién 1én vé&t nhin nao ci, ciing ching thiy diu
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chian chim cudi dudi mit. Cho nén, néi dng gian 60 tudi
thi ciing khé tin 1im. Ong c6 khudn mit ctia mot thanh
nién cong tif con nha dugc chiéu chudng vu dii, thich dn
ngon mic dep va it vin dong. Va dic biét nhat van la nu
cudi clia 6ng. O, nu cudi la 1dm. Piing 13 nu cudi khong
tit. Hai moi khong day khong méng. Hai khée miéng c6
khuynh hudng dua 1€n thanh ra lic nao ciing trong nhu
cudi. C6 vé nhu 1a hai mdi 6ng bat dong nhung thuc ra
thi cling ¢c6 mAp mdy, gidn ra mim lai chit dinh. Ngudi
ta luon thdy ham ring tring ngdi clia 6ng qua nu cudi
khong tit 4y. Nhin chung thi ng lic nao ciing cudi. Ong
hon moi ngudi & chd d6. Ngudi ta cé ham cudi thich cudi
gl di nita thi ciing c6 lic mudn nghi ngoi, d€ cho quai
ham, cho cédc thd thit quanh ving mi€ng dudc thu gidn,
chit cudi hoai thi ciing mét 1dm chit. Con dng dao thi cd
cudi sudt. Cudi ngay ca trong lic dang néi. Chinh Trim
con néi 1a 6ng cudi ludn trong lic dang ngd nita kia. Hu,
céi d6 ai ma biét dudc c6 that hay ching, ngoai trit ba vg
ctia 6ng thoi!

HOm nay 6ng ddng trén buc giang mot lic kha 14u,
chi nhin ring ra cudi. Moi ngudi im ling nhin ngdm nu
cudi clia 6ng. Mot lic, dng mdi bit dau khai dé:

“Néu qui vi nhin tdi cudi ma thdy dugc niém an
lac, c6 nghia ring qui vi da ti€n dudc mot bude trén con
dudng dao rdi d6... C4i dao ctia hanh phiic ching gi dau
xa cd, né ¢ ngay ndi phit gidy hién tai nay day. Co
nghia riing khi 1am bat ci diéu gi, néi bat ct diéu gi,
nghi bat ci diéu gi, ta ciing ludn thé hién cdi dao cilia ta.
Thé hién nhu th€ nao diy a? La hudng thu thdi. Hudng
thu c4i hanh phiic. Bing cdch nao ay a, don gidn thoi, ctt
viéc cudi. Pung, cudi, cudi, hay cudi 1én. Chi c¢6 nu cudi
mdi mang lai hanh phic cho minh va cho ngudi khéc.
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Céi chuyén né don gidn d&€n nhur vy ma lau nay ching
ai thd'y dudc cd. Ching thiy dudc nén ci budn khd maii.
Cudc ddi nay c6 chi diu ma budn ma khé. Hay, c6 céi
dao d6 m& miéng ra cit néi doi la b€ khd rdi bit ngudi ta
phdi giff gin gi6i luat, in chay, song don gidn, tiét gidm
moi hudng thu... Téi khong déng ¥ quan diém d6 chiit
ndo. P3di vdi tdi, cudc ddi khong thé 13 bé khd ma phai
12 mot thé€ gidi cda niém vui, cda hanh phic, cda nu
cudi. Khi t6i c6 mit, khi cdc ti€u sinh, ti€u gia, ti€u dao
clia tdi c6 mit, th€ gi6i nay s& chuyén minh, sé bién
thanh thién dudng. K& tir hdm nay, ngay tif buSc chin
nay, ngay tif gidy phut nay, dao Cudi sé lan tda va mang
lai niém thuong yéu hanh phiic cho c3 thé gian, chAm
dit nhitng chudi dai khd dau ctia nhan loai. Thé gian nay
khong phdi 13 trudng khS dau nita. Thé gian nay 1a
trudng hanh phiic, 13 trudng cudi. Pao Cudi la trén hét.
Nu cudi 1a trén hét.”

N6i dén d6 thi dng dao dua cd hai tay 1én trdi. Clr
toa v tay rao rao, khong ngét. Ong dao ngiic ngiic cdi
diu, rdi buc gidng, budc xudng di qua di lai, v6 vai, bit
tay, xoa dau, nyng ma, dm choang nhitng ngudi mdn do
than cin nhat clia dng. Nhitng ngudi khic ngdi & cdc diy
gh€& xa hon, gianh 14n nhau d€ dé&n gin 6ng hon. Ho xim
xit bao quanh 6ng, mong dudgc Ong sd hodc chinh tay
minh sd 6ng mot cdi d€ dugc ti€p xtc v6i niém hanh
phtc an vui tuén chdy tit ndi tim 6ng. Thiy ding né mot
bén nhudng chd cho moi ngudi huéng vé 6ng dao. Nhin
quanh thay ai ciing nd nu cudi. C4 mot rirng cudi. Trim
n6i nho véi Thiy:

“May mudn dudc dng dao xoa dau thi ti€n 1&én di
chg.”

Thily 1ic dau. Nhung lién lic d6, dng dao sin tdi
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ngay tru6c mit hai ngudi. Ong va Trim ngé nhau mot
ldc, cung cudi v4i nhau that lau, rdi hai ngudi 6m nhau.
Sau d6 6ng xoay qua Thily, miéng vira cudi, cim vira
hat 1én, nhu mudn hdi TrAm ‘ai ddy?’. TrAm nhanh y trd
16i:

“Mot ngudi ban than. Mot ti€u khdch méi do em
dua téi d6.”

Ong dao quay qua phia Thity, m& rong vong tay y
chirng cho phép Thiy sa vao long 6ng. Nhung Thuy cd
ddng im, cting ngic mot chd. Ong dao Cudi 16n 1én, dau
ngtic ngiic rdi dua tay cho Thily bit. Ban tay 6ng mém
mai va nhio nhitng md, nhung néng haAm hap.

Thily kéo TrAm rdi hoi trudng. Trim dung ding
muon ndn lai.

“Tao con phai theo dng dao qua tu thit clia 6ng
nira.”

“Chi vay? Chit khong phii da xong rdi sao. Vé chi,
con di shopping nita ma!”

“U thi v&, nhung tao phai qua d6 thim riéng 6ng
mot ldc. May mudn di vdi tao vao tu thit cda dng cho
bi€t khong?”

“May c6 chuyén thi may di di. Pua chia khda xe
day, tao ngdi ngodi xe chd may.”

TrAm vita moi xAu chia khoéa trong xdc tay vira
nhin Thady 4i ngai:

“May c6 vé khong hai 1ong? Chic tai may chua
quen. Rdi may sé thdy, ong 4y tuyét diéu 1dm. Gan giii
ong tu dung thi'y cudc ddi ndy né mau nhiém lam sao!”

“Pua chia khéa ddy. Nhd la tao chd may ngoai xe,
ding c6 di lau qud a nghe!”

Thity ngdi ngodi xe, chd Trim khodng 20 phiit.
Tram ra xe mang theo nu cudi vd modt vé hé ha ty man.
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“Ong dao c6 héi thim vé& may. Hoi sao khong dua
may vao tu that clia dng.”

“Bo ai cling vao tu thit cla dng dugc hét sao? La
nhu tao cling vao dugc a?”

“Thi tai may di v6i tao mdéi dudc cdi uu ti€n dé ch
nhitng ngudi khac dé gi.”

“Tao khdong ngd ban tao cling c6 uy dit hd! Nhung
tao noi thadt may nghe, may dung gidn, hinh nhu tao
khong hop 1dm vé6i dao Cudi. Tao van thdy mot cdi gi
gudng gao lam sao Ay. Ngay tlf canh tri bén ngoai cho
t6i nhitng nu cudi trao nhau, nhitng cdi bit tay, nhitng
vong tay 6m nhau... tao thdy giéng nhu déng kich lam
sao ay!”

TrAm im ling, mit hoi sim xudng. Thily 4i ngai
nhin qua ban mot ltic rdi néi khi Tram dang cho xe tir tit
15i khodnh sin rong d€ ra cong:

“Tao xin 10i may néu tao lam may ty 4i. Nhung
may biét tinh tao rdi, nghi sao tao néi vay. May ciing
nén luu y nhitng cdm nhdn cta tao, cia mdt ngudi khach
méi téi quan sdt sinh hoat clia dao may 1an dau.”

“Khong sao, khong sao. May chua hi€u nén may
mdi ¢6 cdm nhan ki€u d6. Sau ndy sinh hoat chung quen
roi, may sé& hi€u hon, sé thdy dugc nhitng mau nhiém,
nhitng tuy€t vdi trong tirng 151 ndi, ting nu cudi, tiing
cach bi€u 16 cdm tinh clia nhitng ti€u sinh va ti€u gi3 &
day. Tt ca déu tda ra niém binh an hanh phiic ma may
s& khong tim thdy dugc & bén ngoai hay & nhitng dao su
khac...”

“Tao chi s¢ tao khong con cd hoi nao d€ tim hiu
nira.”

“That a? May khong c6 y trd lai diy dip khdc nita
sao?”
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“May nghi 12 tao vAn con hitng thi 2?7

C4 hai im ling. Khong khi ning né bao trum trén
xe sudt mot doan dudng dai, dé€n ndi ho bd ludn ci
chuyén di shopping nhu dy tinh. Rdi chia tay nhau ning
triu.

Qua nhién, Thity khong bao gid theo TrAm dén chd
ong dao Cudi nita. Thinh thodng hai nguGi ban ciing gip
mat nhau, hodc goi dién thoai néi chuyén vui vé, thim
hdi, cudi gidn v6i nhau mot lic, nhung ching ai mudn
dua van dé dao Cudi ra nifa.

Cho d&én mot hdom—khodng hai nim sau Ian ho
cung dén chd dng dao—sau khi tim dinh 1én giudng doc
sach, Thity bdng nhin dién thoai cda Trim goi t6i:

“Thdy 2, may c6 thé chay qua chd tao dugc khong,
gap 1dm!”

“Chuyén gi vay? Noi di

“Hic, hic... May qua chd tao di, tao 14i xe khong
ndi. Hu hu...”

“Tram a, c¢6 gi thi néi mau di, chuyén gi vay?”

“Anh chét rdi, may qua chd tao di.”

“Anh? Anh 1a ai vay?”

“Hic, thi 6ng dao chu ai.”

“0, vy sao! Théi dugc rdi, d€ tao qua chd may di.
Chd tao khodng nira ti€ng nghe, tao con phai thay do6
nita d6.”

Thily clip mdy, thay dd that voi. Nhung chua xong
thi lai nghe di€n thoai reo.

“Thay a, tao né. Thoi may khdi di. Tao da dién
thoai qua d6, sip x&p moi thit rdi. Mai c6 phdi doan dén
day rudc tao. Hic, hic... Bdy gi¢ tao tdm sy v6i may mot

",
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chut dugc khong?”

“U, néi di. May c6 sao khong vay?”

“Bi sdc hoi ning mdt ti. Tao khong ngd chuyén x4y
ra nhanh nhu vdy. May bi€t khong, khi ndy vira cip dién
thoai vdi may xong thi hdi ddng quan tri clia lang dao cé
g0i tao, néi ring dao khong thé thi€u ti€u dao duge. Cho
nén, sdng sém ngdy mai, s& c¢6 phdi doan dén tin nha,
ru6e tao vio vudn dao. Tao c6 néi may nghe rdi phai
khong? Céc khu dit cling nhu nhitng biét thy chung
quanh déu dudc mua lai d€ lap vuon Cudi. Bay gid,
quanh d6 déu 1a nha clia céc ti€u sinh hay ti€u gid. Gan
mot dim vudng cta khu d6 goi l1a vusn Cudi d6 may. A,
trd lai vin dé, sing sém ngay mai ho rudc tao qua do,
vira 12 d€ c¥ hanh nghi thic an tdng 6ng dao ddng thdi
lam 1€ ding quang cho tao chinh thic k€ thira 6ng dao
ma din dit dao Cudi. Ha, may khong tin ha?”

“J, &, tin chd, tin chd. Chiic mirng may ma ciling
chia budn véi may vé chuyén ong dao. Ong tho bao
nhiéu tudi vay?”

“61. Con tré qué phdi khong, ti€c qua!”

“Hon bon minh trén 30 tudi rdi ma tré gi nita. Vay
ciing tam coi 12 tho rdi. Ma sao 6ng mat, bénh ha?”

“Tht bénh qudi dc. Cao mdu. Ma thdi, bénh gi
ciing 12 bénh thoi. A, ma tao dinh néi véi may céi gi nhi?
Phai rdi, n6i vé mot chuyén khé xi trong ddm tang cda
ong dao. May biét khong, c6 mot diéu bi mat trong ddi
ong dao ma chi ¢6 hai ngudi biét thoi...”

“Um, hirm... chuyén gi nghe hip din viy. O, xin
10i may, tao quen gidn véi may nén... may ti€p di. Chi
hai ngudi bi€t thdi a, chuyén gi vay?”

“S8 1a... s6 1a... 6ng dao ma lau nay xuat hién giita
quan ching 12 6ng dao gid.”
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“Céi gi?! Gia a? Vay ong that dau?”

“Suyt, dung c6 la 1én nhu vdy may. Thi ong dao
that ciing 1 dng d6, nhung...”

“Nhung sao? Sao goi la gia chi?”

“La vi... 1a vi dng deo mdt na.”

Thily thd ngudi xuéng ném, bung ly nudc lanh noi
ban den, tgp mot ngum:

“C6 nghia la... lau nay Ong cudi véi moQi nguoi
bing cdi mit na? Cé nghia 1a... ong ching c6 dat dén
mot trinh do cao si€u nao ca trong chuyén cugi? 0, té ra
chi 12 gid tao hét th6i? Xin 16i may, tao hoi néng... tai
tao thdy may di theo dng Ay lau nay, dit hét niém tin noi
dng, cho nén tao tic gitm cho may, cht ban thin tao thi
c6 mat mt gi dau, tao dau c6 that vong vi tao ¢6 bao gid
dit ky vong hay ngudng vong gi ndi 6ng ay! O, tao néi
gi vy, tao xin 15i may. My néi ti€p di. Sao 6ng deo
mit na vay?”’

“May ding trach anh lam gi, du sao thi anh ciing
mat rdi; va lai, chuyén 4nh lam ciing diu c6 hai gi ai,
van 12 mang lai hanh phiic an vui cho ké khic d6 ma.
N6i may nghe, sG di 4nh mang mit na 1a vi mit that cla
dnh khong dugc dep 1dm. N6i ring xau thi ciing khong
didng. Nhung anh ciing c6 cdi ly cia anh. May thi tudng
tugng xem, con ngudi & ddi nay budn nhiéu vui it, song
mot ddi song ddy nhitng cing thing, mudn phién, phai
¢6 nhitng ngudi nhu dnh mang lai nu cudi cho ngudi ta
thi ddi ciing b6t khd di nhiéu r6i, phai khong? Cho nén,
du th€ nao di nita thi chuyén deo mit na ctia 4nh cling 1a
mot nghia ci dep d€ dang ting cudc dvi.”

“Vay chif mit that clia dng th€ nio ma phdi deo
matna?”’

“Tao néi r6i, khong phai 12 x4u, nhung... dau kho
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1im. Mot khudn mit khd dau mot cach toi nghiép. Mot
khudn mit diy nhitng diu 4n clia bat binh, bt man, bat
an, bat hanh, bt nhin, bat tai, bat luc, bat tic, bat toan,
bat dic chi... Mot khuén mit cla con ngudi day khic
khodi vu tu, tham vong day trdi ma ching dat dudc gi ci
nén mudén chét di cho rdi, nhung vi mudn ciu gitp ké
khdc nén phdi gugng ma song. P6 may xem, mot con
ngudi nhu the ching phai 13 ddng yéu 1im sao!”

“Um, um... nhung diu nhat thi€t phdi lam nhu
vy... Y tao mudn néi, cho di th& nao di nita, ng chi
can vui vé, day ngudi ta vui vé... dau can phii mang mit
na.”

“Pa néi véi may rdi, mang mit na 12 vi thién ha
thoi chdt bdn than ciia dnh thi ddu cAn! Anh chi vi ngudi
ta ma thoi. Nhung ma, tao k€ cho may khong phdi dé
ban chuyén dé. Piéu tao mudn néi v6i may & day 1a cdi
khé xtt trong ddm tang clia 4nh. May biét khong, ba vg
16n clia d4nh ¢ ndng nic doi phdi 10t mit na anh ra khi
liém va cho moi ngudi dén thim viéng phiing di€u.”

“Thi dang 16i, liém thi phai 16t mit na ra chit. Hon
nifa, ltc song minh vi giao ti€p ma mang mit na, by gid
chét di thi phdi tr§ vé véi mit that clia minh, vay 13 phai
10i. A, bd dng con may ba vg nhd nio nita sao khi€n ba
16n khong nim quyén quyét dinh dugc?”

“H&, 4nh dau c6 nhi€u ba, da néi v6i may khi ndy
161, chi c6 hai ngudi biét chuyén 8ng deo mit na thoi. La
ba 16n... véi tao d6!”

“Cai gi? May no61 g1? C6 may nita a?”

“Thi tao nita. Tao cling 1a... ngudi khong chinh thitc
cla 4nh trén gidy tJ, nhung trén thyc t&€ thi moi sinh
hoat, moi quyén quyét dinh d6i véi vudn dao thi tao c6
anh hudng manh hon ba 16n, vi moi ngudi trong vudn
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dao déu tin twdng va nghe 15i tao.”

“Dit vdy d6!” Thiy kep cdi dién thoai cAm tay noi
c6, dung hai tay md toang cdnh clra s6, chdom ngudi ra
ngodi, “may ti€n nhanh khong ngd hd. Vay van dé bay
gi® cua may la gi?”

“A, tao da quyét dinh rdi, vé chuyén deo mit na
hay 16t mit na d6, nhung vAn mudn héi thém ¥ ki€n ctia
may, mdt ngudi bang quan ddi véi vudn dao nhung lai
rit than thiét vdi tao, d€ xem tao 1am vy c6 chinh ddng
khong. Theo may thi nén 16t mit na dnh nhu ba vg 16n
mudn hay 1a c& gitt mit na d6 nhu y tao?”

Thity 4m W, di ra di vdo, vAn giif cdi dién thoai giita
¢ va vai, vira néi vira thay quan 4o nga:

“Cho tao chut, chd tao chut... a, a... chuyén nay
that don gidn doi vdi tao, nhung né€u tao néi ra thi khong
don gidn v6i may dau. BSi vi, may biét tanh tao rdi, tao
khong bao gid thich cdi gi gid dau.”

“C4i nay khong thé goi 1a gid. May dung chit hoi
quda dang!”

“Mit na, & bt ctt phuong dién nao, van 1a gid chi
coOn gi nita.”

“Vi moi ngudi ma deo mat na, vi hanh phuc an vui,
vi dem lai nu cudi cho ké khac ma mang mot cai mat na
mAy chuc nim, d6 1a mdt hy sinh to 16n, vi dai... 1a mot
c6ng hi€n thim ling véi mot muc dich cao ca, khong thé
goi la gia dugc.”

“Nhung dii v6i muc dich nao di nita, miit na van la
mit na. N6i xin 13i, c6 vé nhu 1a mot vu lira gat. May
dirng gidn, may héi ¥ tao thi cho tao néi that. Tao thay
nhu 13 hang van ngudi di theo dng ta déu bi gat. Ho sdng
trong cdi 4o tudng vé hanh phiic, an vui, ma ky thuc thi
chi 12 gid tao tudt ludt. Cdi vudn dao d6 ching khic nio
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mot hi trudng duge diéu khién khich dong bdi mot anh
hé. Cudi ron ra vui nhon véi nhau chﬁng qua chi la
nhitng cdi cudi tam bg, nhat thdi: ri khdi hi trudng thi
ching con gi cd. Mdi ngudi trd vé tu séng, ty chi€n dau
v6i cudc song riéng diy bat an, bi€n dong, khd dau,
phién tap... ciia minh. C4i gdc ctia khS dau con d6 thi c6
cudi sudt ngay, cudi sudt ddi cling ching dn nhiim gi ca.
Con cdi gdc cia dao Cudi ddy a, chi 1a mot cdi mit na
thoi, thi lam gi mang lai hanh phic an vui thyc sy! Cho
nén, theo y tao, may nén nghe 15i ba 16n, 16t bd phit cdi
mit na Ay di. TrAm, may nghe tao khong vy, gidn hd?”

“A, nghe chi. Tao khong gidn diu may a. D gi thi
biy gid tao ciing 1a ti€u dao, ding ra thay th€ 4nh rdi,
tao phai ban lanh mdt chiit chi. Trd lai van dé, tao cho
may biét, cdi chuyén ba I6n mudn 16t mit na dnh hoan
toan khong c6 cdi muc dich giong may diu.”

“La sao? Tai sao khac?”

“B4 mu6n 16t mit na dnh chi vi mudn 14y lai cdi
hinh 4nh that clia 4nh m4y muoi nim trude khi 1ap dao
thoi. C4i hinh dnh ban dau d6 ddi vdi ba, mdi 1a hinh
4nh clia ngudi chong that sy, con con ngudi deo mit na,
chi 1a con ngudi ciia dao. Cdi y mudn cta bd chi don
gian nhu vdy. Con cdi y cia may d6 a, n6 thAm hon.
May mudn 16t mit na dnh 13 vi mudn phoi trin su thuc,
mudn danh thifc hing van cdi ddu u mé da tirng dit hét
niém tin vao 4nh ciing nhu cdi 1y thuyét cudi clia anh,
phai vy khong?”

“May gidn tao ha?”

“Khong, Thity 4, minh chdi v6i nhau lau, hiéu tdnh
nhau ma. Thuc ra khi hdi y may, tao dd dodn biét phan
nao nhitng gi may sé néi v6i tao dé6 Thiay a. Nhung tao
vin mu6n nghe. Vi ngoai may ra, ching ai sé& néi thuc
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vdéi tao nhitng 151 d6.”

“Vay may biét rd 12 hang van ngudi khdc, ciling
nhu chinh may, dang vat vd song trong 4o tudng cla
hanh phuic?”

“Biét rd cht, bi€t 12 moi ngudi dang u mé tudng
ring ho c6 hanh phiic. Con riéng tao, di nhién Ia tao tinh
chd! Tao da tinh tir khi 4nh chon tao. Mot ti€u dao thi
khong thé u mé dugc may a.”

“Ho, giong nhu tén hé trén sin khiu dé phai
khong?”

“U, ¢6 thé néi nhu vay. Hi hi, n6i chuyén véi may
nhiéu ldc tiic 6i mdu, nhung sao tao vin thich. N6i may
nghe, khi tao dudc dnh d€ y va chon, tao di budc ra khoi
cdi vong u mé ay. May dirng voi trdch anh, dirng voi
trach tao. Thit nghi lai xem, & cudc sdng nay, con ngudi
chi quin quat tir nhd dé&n 16n, hét di hoc rdi dén di 1am,
sudt ddi chay dudi theo nhitng mén ng cla tién, cia tinh,
cia 4n nghia... Niém vui, nu cudi c6 dudc, ching bao
nhiéu c4. Cho nén, vé& ra mot khung trdi 4o tudng cho ho
dat do dim minh trong d6, hit thd hudng thu nhitng gidy
phiit hanh phic hitu han, ching phai la diéu hitu Iy sao!
Bay gid ho di nghién cdi khung trdi d6, dit hét niém tin
va ky vong vao khung trdi d6, 1am sao ti€u dao nhu dnh
va tao c6 thé nhin tAm ph4 va di dugc!”

“Cé6 nghia ring dng dao va may déu c6 chi y trong
viéc chin dit mot ddm ngudi u mé, 4o tudng? Biét ring
chi 1a gia tao, van ctf 1am?”

“Chif con cdch nao khédc nita dau? Pa 13 rdi, khong
di lui dugc nira.”

“Vay rdi may ciing s& deo mdt cdi mit na khac?”

“Khong, tao thi khdi cin, vi moi ngudi déu da biét
mit tao rdi. Biy gid ho theo tao vi tin tudng dnh. Ba 16n
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thira hudng tit cd tai sdn cda dnh nhung tao thi thira
hudng tit cd niém tin cda ti€u d6 va th€ gidi do tudng
ma anh 4y dé lai. VA lai, tao ¢6 nu cudi ciing khd doc
ddo, may ching thdy sao, cho nén khong cin mit na.
Con anh, bd cdi mit na ra thi ching néi 1én dudc cdi gi
hay ho cd: 4nh s& hoan toan bi€n thinh mdt bi€u tuong
cia khé dau. VA lai, khi moi ngudi da quen véi cdi mit
na rdi, 16t bd né di, lam sao nguoi ta con co thé€ nhan
dién dudc anh 1a ai hi? Ngudi ta con tin theo dao Cudi
12 nhd cdi mit na d6 ma thodi, may hi€u khong? P6 1a 1y
do ma tao mudn 4nh deo ludn cdi mit na di vao long
dat.”

“Tai sao! DA biét 1a gid, da 15 trén lira gat ngudi ta
mot thdi gian, mot doan dudng, thi bay gid 1a co hoi dé
may danh thic ho chi. Chi ¢6 may mdi lam dugc
chuyén dé thdi, tai sao khong 1am! Phai 16t mit na 6ng
di, may a!”

“Htt, may lai suy nghi theo cam tinh, h&i hgt qua
may a! May khong tudng tugng dugc ring mot khi v3 1€
thin tugng clia minh da deo mit na cudi sudt miy chuc
nim, hing van ngudi sé dién loan 1én, mit huéng di,
mat luén 1& song, hang ngan ngudi s€ tu ... va cd
khung tr&i ém dém hanh phiic véi bao nu cudi tudi mat
s& sup d6 tan tanh hét hay sao! May khong thdy dugc
cdi tai hoa 16n lao d6 a?”

“Tha 12 vAy con hon kéo dai mai mot ki€p song gid
tao, gia tao, toan la ltra gat, dién ddo!”

“Thdi, thoi, di r6i, tao nghe ¥ ki€n may nhu vay dd
roi. May dirng néi nira.”

“Nghia 1a sao? Nghia 1a may s€ gilf cdi mdt na cho
dng, roi chinh may van ti€p tuc di con dudng dé, ti€p tuc
bdo vé cdi dao Cudi nhd nhing tam phao ay?”
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“Ha ha, Thiy a, may 1a con ngudi chin thit ngdy
thd 1dm, tao bi€t. Nhung cdi chan thit ngay thd clia may
ching mang lai dudc 1gi ich gi cho cudc ddi nay ci. Du
sao tao cling cam on nhitng 16i xi v4, chi trich ctia may...
ha ha. Ua, Thiy, may con d6 khong vay? C6 nghe tao
n6i khong vdy may?”

“Hir, nghe chit. Thoi, may muén lam gi thi 1am, tao
hét 15i rdi. Nhung... tao vin con mudn hdi may mot cu,
dugc khdong?”

“Pugc cht, tao vin 13 ban than cla may ma, phai
khoéng Thay?”

“U. Tao hdi may, tai sao ba 16n khong 1a ti€u dao
thay th& dng ma lai 12 may?”

“Ba 16n va dnh khong bao gi hap nhau. Ho giy gd
cdi 1on vdi nhau sudt ngay. Theo 15i 4nh k€ 13 nhu viy.
D6 ciing 12 1y do khi€n 4nh tim ki€m va r6i khai sinh ra
c4i dao Cudi. Cudc ddi 4nh, that bai moi thi, tr tinh yéu
dén cong danh sy nghiép. Cho dén lic 1ap ra dao Cudi,
dnh mdi thuc sy 12 mot nhan vat. Cudc ddi dnh di 1én tur
d6, nhd sang ki€n vé c4i mit na. Anh hanh phic khi ndp
dang sau cdi mit na d6 dén ndi cang lic chi€c mit na
ddi véi anh khong con 12 mit na nita ma 12 mit that. RJi
né di thi ching con y nghia nao cho cudc ddi anh. Ua,
ma may hdi tao cdi gi vAy? A, tai sao khong phai 12 ba
16n ma lai 13 tao ding ra thira k€& ti€u dao? La vi ba 16n
ching bao gid cudi dugc, ma ba 4y ciing nhu dnh, 16n
tudi rdi, du c6 da thdi gian dé luyén tap cudi. Con tao,
tao vugt hon cd dnh nita, vi di tao ching gip chuyén gi
ddng phan nan, tao lai dudc hudn luyén cudi ding
phuong phap... cho nén, tao thanh ti€u dao 13 phai ri.
Rot cudc tao rit dude bai hoc nay Thily a: & cudc doi
ndy, chi ¢6 hai vin dé then chét thoi, @6 1a hanh phiic va
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khé dau; nhung hanh phiic thi mong manh, hi€m hoi 13m,
con khS dau thi bat tdn. Cho nén, mudn ndi danh that
nhanh, mudn thu nap dugc nhiéu moén d6 ngudng md
mot cidch dé dang, ching c6 con dudng nao hiéu qua hon
l1a tao ra cdi thi€n dudng hanh phic tam thdi nhung titc
khic, ngay trong ddi song hién tai. Mot bai hoc khic
nifa, tao nghi 12 may nén nhd 14y dé 4p dung cho may
sau nay. Pdi may ct ré ré mai ching thdy ti€n bo gi 1a
vi may song thuc qua. May ching 1am sao hi€u ndi dugc
12 chinh c4i gid méi 1a cdi thuc nhat d6! C4i gid khi dudc
tap luyén, s€ trd thanh cdi thuc. Ma trén thuc t€, véi k§
thudt tinh xdo, vGi su tip luyén ding mdc va c6 phuong
phap, c6 khi cdi gid con tuyét hon céi thuc nira kia.”

“Cdm on, cdm Jn. Xin cho tao dudc binh yén,
Tram a. No6i that v6i may, khi nghe chuyén cdi mit na,
tao thiy tdm I¢gm & trong hong. Tao chi mong may ding
ra 1am cdi viéc gidi 4o, ddnh thifc tit ci nhitng ti€u d6
cudng tin u mé kia. Nhung may khong mudn lam diéu
dé, may chi mudn néi gét dng dé ti€p tuc mot vu ludng
gat to 16n, tdo tgn... Oi, Trim a, may lam tao thit vong
qud. Tao thiy tdi nghiép may hét sitc. May bi mé roi
may cé biét khong? Thé rdi may sé déng tudng déng
kich su6t doi? Ma trén thyc t€ may c¢6 hanh phic thuc sy
bdi nu cudi cia may khong?”

“Hanh phic a? C6 chd, nhung khdong phai 6 nu
cudi dau, ma & cdi hio quang danh vong ma nhitng ti€u
dd khdc ngudng vong dit 1én trén ngudi tao. May ching
thay ring ké c6 chi 16n thi chi hanh phic vé6i danh vong
tot dinh chit dau c6 bing long v6i nhitng niém vui nhd
nhoi c6 dudc tir nhitng nu cudi, phai khong? Ha ha.”

“Tram 2, may khong con gidng may chit ndo nifa.
Tao khong ddm cén trd may nita ddu. Tao chi hi vong
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mot ngay nao d6, may thifc tinh, cong khai gidi thé cdi
dao Cudi lira gat clia dng vi may. N&u khong gidi thé
s6m thi d&€n cudi ddi cling dugc, sau khi may hudng thu
tron ven cdi bd danh vong sudt nhitng nim dai... tao yéu
cau may hay cdt 1én ti€ng ndi ctia sy thuc.”

“0D, hi vong cta may d6 ha, ha ha, chi 1a 4o vong
thoi. Sau tao, con c6 mot nhian vat khic toan hdo hon,”
Tram dua tay xoa cdi bung cing tron, “d6 1a su k&t hop
hoan my nhat ma 4nh dé lai cho cudc ddi. Oi, né s& vuot
hon ca cha me n6 trén moi phuong dién, vi né di vao doi
khong cin mit na, ciing khong cin tip luyén gi ca.
Thién dudng da vé ra rdi, niém tin clia moi ngudi da 1am
sau rdi, né mic nhién thira hudng tat cd, khong cin chiit
cO ging nao. TAt cd cdi gid déu tr§ thanh cdi thuc mot
céch tu nhién. TAt ca cdi thuc déu khong con dit ding.
Tuong lai ciia th€ gidi, hanh phic an vui clia th€ gidi, &
trong bung tao n¢ Thiy a. Ha ha ha ha... Thiy, may con
do6 khong vay?”

Thiy cip dién thoai, ric minh siu vao trong chin.
Béng t6i dé xudng nang, thit ning.
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Thud hong hoang

Hai ngan hay hai chuc ngan nim sau ciling td tg
nhu nhau thdi. Mudn néi hai ngan ciing dugc ma mudn
néi hai chuc ngan ciing th&. B4i vi thdi gian ldc 4y rit lai
chtr khong phdi nhu biy gis. Cach tinh thdi gian theo
kim dong hdé khong con ding dudc nita ma dudc ghi
bing nhitng ky hiéu, bi€n d6i that nhanh tir bd ndo, phat
séng ra ngoai qua tia mit, mudn thay thi 1ap tic thdy,
mudn khong thi né khong.

Thé gi6i lic Ay bi phd hdy tan hoang, xo xdc,
ching phdi vi thién tai hay dai hoa gi cdia than linh gidng
xudng. Chi don gidn 1a do con ngudi véi nhitng 40 vong
qué tdi clia né. Nhitng 40 vong Ay khi chua thyc hién
dugc, s& 1am cho ngudi mang né nhdp nhdm nhu bi dong
kinh; ma néu thyc hién dugc thi gép phan ting thém su
hdn loan cho trdi dait (nhitng cum tr thé gidi, quéc té,
quéc gia... lic Ay khdng con nita). Mdi thit 4o vong, cit
1an lugt tim cho né mot cach th€ d€ hién hiru thanh hinh
hai cu thé. Ct vay, trdi dat cang lic cang chat chdi hon.
bi ra di vao chi dung toan 1a nhitng 4o vong. Cdi hu
tuong tranh tuong tdn vdi cdi thuc, thét rdi ching con
phan biét dau la cdi thyc nita. C6 cdi tudng la gia, té ra
la thuc; ngudc lai, ¢6 cdi tudng 1a thuc, héa ra la gia. Coi
gi ma ky cuc, ngot ngat, khé chiu qua! Ching con chiit
thdnh thoi thodi mai ndo. Héa dién dudc lic Ay thi cling
dd; dang nay, khong dién dugc mdi chét ngidt! Ma khi
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mot cdi dau khong dién hin, né lai ti€p tuc sinh ra nhiéu
4o vong khac. Ctt d6i dién, gip gd mot tht 4o vong nao
dé clia ai, 12 dau 6c lai nin dé ra ngay mot 4o vong khéc
dé phong ngira, hoic d6i khang lai. Mot vai gi dugc
dién thAt—hoidc chi méi & chd mip mé cla trang thdi
dién lién c¢d ¥ dién ludbn—mang cdi mdy lién lac nhd xiu
nhu cdy bit mdy—ciing vira 13 cAy siing bin tia hong
quang (laser) cuc manh—c® gip thit gi 1a bin dai, ban
bira thit 4y, d€ cho tAm tri dugc thodi mai, khdi can phdi
suy nghi, khéi cAn phdi sing tao thém 4o vong. Cdi
chiéu d6 c6 vé hitu hiéu trong nhiéu trudng hgp, vi tia
hdng quang (hay kich quang) & thdi Ay ma nhim t6i dau
thi boc phd tan tanh dén d6. Thé 1a, cdi dat hdn loan.
Bon phudng tdm phia khéi Ita mit ming. Nhitng ti€ng
nd long trdi 18 dit lién tuc phdt ra, lic chd nay ldic chd
kia, ldc & moi noi nhu cling hen, bing 1én mot ti€ng rung
rinh cd hanh tinh néng biic.

Dirng tudng lic Ay sé c6 nhitng 6ng gia ba ldo chay
ra chay vd nhon nhdo dau nhé. Thud 4y khong lam gi c6
cai chr “gia” hay cht “bénh” dau. Chi c¢6 “sanh” va
“ché&t” thoi. Trudc d6 100 nam thi tudi tho trung binh cla
con ngudi da 1a 180 va cao nhat la 220—nhd da trdi qua
nhiéu th& hé bi€t chon va ciy nhitng cin bio tt (nén
nhd 1a tinh theo thdi gian cta chiing ta thdi nay thi nhin
100 1én, tic 12 khodng 18 d&n 22 ngan nim). Thé chat
con ngudi thdi ky &y hoan toan khong c6 tat bénh. Con
ngudi khong bao gid ho, s6 mili, chdy nudc mit, Ga nude
dai, ngdp, hit hai (thtt sau 13 tht ma cdc thé hé tién bdi
cia ho—nhat 13 phdi nam—rat kho4i!). Ciing ching c6
di dai tién ti€u tién gi c3 (hai thi ndy ciing thudc loai
khodi clia tién nhan, nhung ddi v4i ho thi mat thdi gis
1im nén gidn luge di). Mdu, md, dim, dai... moi thit chat
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186ng trong co thé, ciing déu dugc ti€t gidm. Nén nhd 1a
trude dé 150 ndm, ngudi ta da biét cdch 1am cho cd thé
tu sinh truéng ma khong can 4m thuc; va ho ciing da cit
gidm bSt nhitng bd phan xét thdy thira thii ndi co thé,
cho nén, hiu modn va bd phan sinh duc, hé thong bai tiét
khong con nita. The ho 4n 4i thé nao d€ c6 con diy a?
Oi dao, chuyén d6 thuc don gidn. Ho chi nhin qua nhin
lai v6i nhau vdi tinh § dam duc hing hyc thi tw dung thu
thai thoi (nhung sy hirng huc ndy ciing hi€m hoi lim).
Con ho sinh dé th&€ nao u? G, thi mudn chd nao lai ching
dugc! Em bé—c6 khi tir trong bung me dugc 16i ra, c6
khi lai tir ndi cdi hong cia cha ma ra ddi, cé khi lai tir
mot cdi 6ng nghiém hay mot cai hii chita phoi bao trong
nha ma hiu nhv ai cling c6—vira cham chan t6i dit da
chay ra dudng ngé ngudi khic bay lugn trén trdi. Thoi
Ay ho bay, chinh than xdc ho bay nhu nhitng thién than
chit ching cAn mdy bay hay xe bay diu. Thian thé ho
nhe (ngudi ning nhat chirng mudi may ki-16, nhe nhat tir
tdm ki-16), lai thém tu twdng va y chi clia ho rit manh,
thé€ 12 ho bay.

Con ngudi ldc Ay sach sé& 1im nén ching cin tim.
Thay vi tim, trong mdi nha déu cé cdi mdy thay t&€ bao
giong nhu mot cdi hom ki€ng dé ding. Budc vao déng
clfa lai, bAm nit mot cdi, huyt huyt huyt, t€ bao chét bi
hiit vao mdy, xit xit xit, t& bao méi dua vao ngudi theo
16 chan 16ng. Vay la xong. Giong nhu 1a di tim hoi mdi
ra. Sach s€, tudi mat.

Ciing cin phai néi thém ring lodi ngudi lic 4y ai
cling 1a khoa hoc gia cd. Ho thong minh kinh khing.
Nhung d6 1a cdi thong minh cia sy phong phi di kién
nhd chuong trinh ghi nhé tip thé chit khong phai do suy
tu. C6 nghia ring, hiu hét nhitng gi ngudi nay biét thi tat
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ca nhitng ngudi khac déu biét. Kién thic thi gidng nhau,
chi con phian cdm gidc (rit mo ho, thoat c6 thoat khong)
clia mdi ngudi thi méi 6 sy sai biét va riéng tu. VE tinh
chat, cach suy nghi ciia ho khong giéng nhu 1a céch suy
nghi cda ching ta hom nay. Trong mdi y niém cta ho
déu c6 su cdu thanh va tdc dong tir nhitng ¥ niém dong
thGi khdc clia nhitng ngudi chung quanh. Khoéng cé cdi
suy nghi ddc 1ap. Ngay cd cdi goi la ‘sdng tao’ ciling
khong hin 1a sing tao doc 1ap nita—n6 ludn ludn duge
hinh thanh bdi sy phdn tng d6i vdi nhitng y niém va tu
tudng sang tao khic. T y niém di dén hanh dong clia
ho, chi trdii qua mdt khodnh khic rdt nhanh. Nhitng gi
con ngudi tic tao lic 4y déu Ia nhitng hanh dong dot
bi€n phét sinh tif nhitng suy nghi cling ¢ tinh cdch dot
bi€n. Bao nhiéu ki€n thitc d€ lai clia miy ngan nim
trudc, ho c6 kha ning thira hudng day dd nhung ho thiy
khong can thi€t nén ¢t mdi hai nim ho lai cip nhit kién
thic mdi, hiy bé bét nhitng ki€n thic cii. Sy cip nhat
héa cdc kién thifc (bao gom ca luit 1& xa hdi dudng thdi)
dudc thuc hién ddng loat chi qua mdt vai phit, bdi dy
ban doi s6ng, vao gid nghi ngdi nhat dinh clia moi ngudi
(xin Ivu ¥, chdng c6 ngl dau, chi nghi ngoi dé sat thém
ning lugng cho co thé thoi).

Chinh vi mdi ngudi lic 4y 12 mdi khoa hoc gia
ching cin trudng 16p nén tu nim tu ba chia thinh nhiéu
trudng phdi, cii 1on rdi bin giét nhau loan xa. Cii 16n
nhitng chuyén dau dau. Chodng nhau. Chét. Chét nhiéu
1im. Nhung ciing do tinh cdch dong bd, tuong quan chit
ché giira tirng cd nhan véi nhau ngay trong tu tudng, nén
ho khong s chét. Y niém vé ban nga ddi véi ho rdt mo
hd. Ho sinh ra va chét di mot cdch don gidn. Nhiéu ly do
dé bi ngudi khdc tiéu hily minh, ma chinh minh muén

132



VINH HAO

chét thi ciing chét rit d&. Ma chuyén quan hé tinh duc,
sinh sdn hay truyén giéng von khong phdi 1a diéu dem
lai nhiéu hitng thi cho ho, trong khi khuynh huéng cich
mang, tim mdi, sang tao (cai minh thich) va hiy diét (cai
minh khong thich) thi rit manh; thé nén din cu trén hanh
tinh cang ldc cang trG nén thua thét.

Khong c6 bién gidi qudc gia. Khong c6 ngdn ngit
va chit viét dia phuong. Ngudi ta chi néi hoidc lién lac
v6i nhau bing ky hiéu dién tt, hodc dodn biét nhau bing
tia mit. Con ngudi lic 4y sinh ra, 16n 1én nhu thdi, bay
tudi da biét yéu, tdim tudi rudi da biét an 4i, chin tudi
mi€t mai véi tinh gia dinh, mudi tudi d3 sém mdi mét
chuyén chiin gbi (a quén, lic d6 ho khdong con giudng
ném chin goi chi dau, chi c¢6 cip ki€ng dién tif mang
vao, che b6t tim nhin ddi mit d€ dé tip trung, vay thdi),
thich bay long vong trén khong dé chi€n dau va thi thd
6c sdng tao cho dén khi nao bi mot d6i thi nao dé bin
ha. Cho nén, xét vé stic khée, ho c6 khd ning séng dén
220 tudi (thi ao wdc dugc chét vi khong con dud stc chiu
dung thé& gidi chdn ngit), nhung cd hodi cho ho séng lau
gitta mot th€ gidi hdn loan thi hau nhu ching c6. Pén
giai doan cuc loan thi ching may ai song qua 18 tudi
(mudi tim tudi, ching phai néi 16n dau, s& mot va s6
tdim d4y ban a). T mudi tudi da 1én dudng ddnh giic
lung tung sudt ngdy sudt dém trén trdi roi thi song 1am
sao qud tdim ndm dudgc!

P4y, nhu thé ddy. Con ngudi thay quyén tao héa,
vé& ki€u, trinh bay c6i song theo sd thich va nhu ciu cia
né. Bo 6¢ va k§y thuat cuc ky than théng ciia ho—nhiing
chit 161 tén, hién dai, hdu hién dai, hdu hdu hién dai, tén
thoi, tinh vi, tinh xdo... khong con kha ning dién t3 ndi—
nhanh chéng bi€n hanh tinh nay thanh mot cdi song
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khdc, c6 vé nhu khong con luu lai ky niém sdu ddm nao
clia t8 tién, cha 6ng ho. C4i gi ciing c6 vé md hd, khong
thuc. Ngay cd nhitng bd phan trén cd thé cla ho ciing
mang cdi ddng vé clia ngudi mdy nhin tao, mot ciu tric
phdi tran 19 lidu tinh cdch 14p rdp, ndi két. Con ngudi lic
4y 1a mot hinh thé dudgc rit gon, gidn luge d&€n mic toi
da. May ra thi ho vin con giit lai cdi hinh ding con
ngudi v6i cdi diu nim & trén, ndi v6i minh va tif chi qua
cdi c¢6. Ching gilt dudc cdi sudn cot 16i d6 thi d6 ai ma
con goi ho dudc la con ngudi.

O thdi ky 4y, ho ciing khong cAn dén ton gido hay
bat ct thit tri€t thuyé&t, hoc thuyét dao dic nao cd. Ho
khong can bdi chinh mdi c4 nhian ho déu c6 thé tu diéu
huéng tat cd nhitng hanh xit ciia minh theo cdi khung qui
tic da dugc chuong trinh héa. (Mot cdi chip dién tf tém
thau tat cd nhitng luat tic va dao dic nén tidng cla ddi
song dugc gin vao dau cia mdi ngudi khi ho méi sinh ra
va dugc cong nhin nhu 12 mot phan ti ciia hanh tinh).
Nh& céi chip dién tt d6, mdi ngudi ty biét diéu gi nén
lam va khong nén lam déi vé6i ty than ciing nhu d6i véi
tha nhian. HE dy tinh 1am diéu gi sai trdi, ngudc vdi uSc
1& va tdp quan chung cda hanh tinh thi ty¢ dung noi bod
nio ctia ho phdt ra tin hiéu cho biét di€éu d6 khdng nén
lam. N&u ¢d y 1am thi hé théng bdo dong trong nio bod
ctia ho rung dong rat manh, rit cing thing, sé phit séng
ra ngoai khi€n ngudi khic cé thé biét dudgc ma né tranh
hoidc xtim lai kém ché& hay hiiy diét minh. Néu khong ai
biét dudc lic Ay thi sy tritng phat chi 12 mdt chiit ciing
thing trong ndo, rdi thoi. P6 1a 1y do ma tdi 4c va bao
diéu phi ly cit dién ra trong tirng khodnh khic.

b3 c6 nhitng ngudi tap hop lai véi nhau, muu tim
phuong thitc khong ch€ toi 4c nhung vo phuong. Mot khi
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céi gid va cdi thyc da hoa tron vdi nhau nhip nhiing bat
phan nhu thé, thi vin dé ki€m sodt thién-dc, tot-xau
cling khé ma thyc hi€n dudc.

Nhu th€ d6, chinh trong cdi bdi cidnh ching con
chit khéng khi nhe nhang thodi mdi cho ngudi ta hit
nglii, c6 mot cip trai gai do mot chuyén cong tdc ma con
s6t lai véi nhiéu 4n tugng tho kéch cla ddi s6ng con
ngudi qud khit. Ching phai ho cd tinh tich ra khdi céi
th€ giGi hon loan kia dau. Ho chi thi hanh s ménh cda
ho thoi, nhung rdi ho ton tai, va thay ddi theo chiéu
thodi héa.

S6 12 khodng 200 nim tru6c d6, mot nhém ngudi
tim cdch tdch ri€éng, tdp trung tai mot ving rirng ndi con
twong ddi khd rAm rit. Tai diy, ho xay mot thanh phd
ndm siu trong 1dong nii, sinh s6ng biét 1ap véi th€ gidi
bén ngoai. Ho chi ra ngoai khi can thiét. Thudng thi chi
nhitng ngudi dugc tin tudng giao phd trach nhiém mdi
dudc ra ngoai, con moi ngudi hau nhur déu cAm tic trong
10ng nii. Cudc séng trong 1ong nii tuwong dodi thanh thdn,
it bi€n dong.

Ngoai muc dich cich ly v6i xa hoi bat 6n hién tai,
ho con ¢6 y hudng tim cach khoi phuc lai mot s6 gid tri
truyén théng cda t6 tién ma ho hi vong 13 s& mang lai
mot vai ¥ nghia nao d6 cho cudc sdng hién tai. D€ thuc
hién diéu nay, ho 1én It tdi tao chi€c mdy thdi gian
(mdy nay da bi cAm ch€ tao va sif dung tir 400 nim trudc
d6 vi mot sd ngudi duge dua di nghién citu qud khd da
tron luén khong quay tr§ lai), ddy mot cip nam nit—
nam tén A, nit tén E—Ia hai ngudi tré nhit trong nhém
di 1ui vao quéd khtt, ghi nhén cdc dir ki€én quan trong va
y&u t& dic thit cia nén vin héa td tién.

Chuyé&n dau tién, cip nam nif ndy rdi khéi nhém
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clia ho khodng bdy thdng, nhung d6i v6i doi séng qud
khtt, ho da di vong quanh th& gigi gin 60 nim, thu thap
kh4 nhiéu dit kién quan trong clia ddi song loai ngudi
cach xa ho cd ngan nam (tinh theo thdi gian binh thudng
ctia ching ta). Trd vé lai hang ndi, ho 1an lugt trinh bay
nhitng diéu mit thdy tai nghe cho hdi dong lanh dao va
mot iy ban dic trich nghién ctfu vé ngudn goc td tién.
Ho trinh bay va trao d6i v6i nhau bing cic ky hiéu, dién
dich ra ngdn ngit ching ta nhu sau.

“Thuta cdc bd ldo, ching tdi xin dic két vai di€m
then chot nhat trong vo so diéu la lung trong ddi qué khi
clia tién nhan ching ta... Phdi néi riing, tién nhan ching
ta rat u tdi nghiép. Ho sdng khd cuc 1dm. Tém tit cé
nim diém ndi bat khi€n ddi song ho khd s& va ton kém
rat nhiéu thoi gid 12 ngii nghi, dn udng, lam tién, ham
danh va yéu duong. Thi nhat, trong khi chiing ta khong
hé ngt, thi tién nhian ho phdi ngl trung binh 1a 8 gid
ddng hd; khong ngt thi khong duge. Ho khong nghi ngoi
chit xfu ddu ma 13 ngd, ngd sudt cho tdi khi mit trdi sip
moc. Khi ngd, dau 6c clia ho hoan toan budng x4, khong
lam viéc, hoan toan mat y thifc, ching biét gi x3y ra
chung quanh, trong nhu 12 ngudi chét 4y. Ngudi nao bi
chitng mat ngt thi coi nhu 12 bénh hoan, phai di béc si,
xin thudc uéng. Ngli du gidc thi thdy tudi tidn, khde
khodn. Ma gidc ngd dudng nhu dem lai cho ho niém
hanh phiic 1dm vay, cho nén ho ham ngd va chiu mat
thdi gid vi n6. Thit hai, d€ phat trién va nudi dudng co
thé, mdi ngay ho phai dn udng cic loai thuc phdm tir
thuc vat cho dé€n dong vat—oi chao, gi€t dong vat khac
dé an day qui vi a! Tir 1au ddi, ho da tao ra théi quen in
udng rdi cang lic cang ché bién ra dd loai thifc in ciu
ky, ki€u co, rudm ra... mdt cach phi ly. Cudi clng, thifc
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in khong phai chi d€ nudi dudng co thé ma d€ phuc vu
vi gidc. Chi vi ddp ng cdi vi gidc ma ho phai chiu t6n
kém cdng stc, tién bac, thdi gidg. Oi, that 12 budn cudi.
Hic hic... chua hét dau nhé, c6 mot thoi, § mot ving do,
con ngudi bi map phi ra vi dn nhiéu chat bd dudng, dén
ndi khong di ding gi dugc nita, phdi nim i mot chd. Mot
s6 ngudi khdc thdy vay sg qué phdi lo nhin dn uéng trd
thanh 6m tong 6m teo, cling nim i mdt chd chd chét.
Chung qui ciing chi vi chuyén @n u6ng Ay thdi qui vi a.
Thit ba, mudn cé6 mot noi d€ & yén ma ngl nghi ngon
gidc cling nhu nhitng bita dn ngon lanh suéng miéng thi
ngudi ta phai lam viéc d€ ki€m tién. LAm viéc c6 nhiéu
cach, khong 1am sao k€ hét. Tyu trung thi 14y kién thic,
kinh nghiém, sdng ki€n, thoi gid, tai ning, vat san... cla
minh ra dé danh d6i 14y nhitng déng tién. Nhitng dong
tién Ay ban dau la biéu vat d€ trao d6i hang héa, dan
dan né trd nén quan trong va chi phdi toan bd ddi sdng
vat chit cda con ngudi. Nhiéu ngudi ddnh gi€t nhau
hodc yéu, hoic ghét nhau, ciing chi vi déng tién va
nhitng sdn vat. Ma ky thyc, dong tién chi 12 nhitng t&
gidy mau xanh, mau do thoi, thua qui vi. P6 1a 3 yéu t6
vé mit vat chat. D&n cdi thit tu, thudc vé tinh than, 13 cdi
ciing 1am khd tién nhan ching ta khiing khi€p 1im, nhat
1a vao thoi ky goi 1a hdu-hdu-hyu-hiau-hiu-hi€n-dai (tic
12 thoi ky tién-cdch-mang-than-xdc); d6 1a cdi danh, hi
hi, chic qui vi khdng tudng tugng ra nSi phai khong? Xin
thua, danh 13 cai tén, cdi hiéu dit cho mdi ngudi diy a.
Chiing ta ciing c¢6 nhitng ky hiéu d€ phan biét tiing c4
nhan v4i nhau, nhung doi véi thoi dai cda tién nhan thi
ky hiéu clia ching ta khong thé goi 1a ‘danh’ dugc; bdi
vi ‘danh’ cda tién nhan 12 mot cdi gi c6 vé thiéng liéng,
quan trong, gidng nhu 12 bio vat, bt khd xAm pham, bat
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kha xic pham...”

“Hay, khé hi€u qua! Chi 12 mot cdi hiéu, mot ti€ng
goi thdi, c6 gi ma thiéng liéng véi bat khd xdm pham
chit!” mot 6ng trong hoi ddong khé chiu, 1én ti€ng.

“Vay méi néi!” anh A hém hinh ti€p. “Céi danh d6
dudc dit bdi cha me clia mdi ngudi tir khi mdi sanh ra.
Ciéi danh 16n din theo tudi tic clia mdi ngudi va gin
chit vao con ngudi d6 dén ndi xic pham dén cdi danh
chinh 12 xic pham dén ho. Oi, cdc ngai khong biét dau,
vao thoi dé, néu ngudi ta v ¢ bi ngudi khdc ddm mot
céi dau di€ng thi trong vong cao 1im 12 mot gid dong hd,
ho s& bd qua ngay; nhung 153 ma 14y cdi danh cda ho ra
ma... ddm, ma d4, ma ling nhuc, chti bdi, nguyén ria...
thi ho s& 4n ngli khdng yén sudt doi diy a!”

“La lung that! Lam sao ¢6 chuyén d6 dugc nhi?
Lam sao ma giita cdi danh va cdi thuc lai gin lién vdi
nhau nhuv th&!” 6ng trudng Uy ban nghién cttu 1én ti€ng.
“Thé sao ho chazlng chiu cit bd cdi danh di, coi nhu
khong ¢6 nd, thi ¢6 phdi 1a thdnh thdi khong! Khdi phai
lo sg bi xtic pham!”

“Khong phdi chi la chuyén xic pham diu, thua
ngai. Ngugc lai, tAng boc va nggi khen cdi danh thi ciing
chinh 13 dé cao con ngudi 4y khién ngudi ta cling sé
dudc sung suéng, quén in bd ngd, va niém hanh phiic
nay ciing c6 thé dnh hudng cd ddi diy thua qui ngai.
Chura hét dau, 6i dio, ban diu cdi danh chi ding d€ phan
biét, cang vé sau, né cang rudm ra hon va chi phoi that
ning vao ddi song con ngudi; d€n ndi né con kéo theo
nhitng cdi goi 1a chic vy, vi th&, pham ham, giai cap,
chiing loai... nita kia. C6 mot thdi, tién nhin ching ta
khong con thiét tha chuyén ngl nghi, 4n udng, tién bac,
vat chit... gi nita, ma chi thich thd say swa véi sy néu
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danh tinh va chic vy cia minh giita ddm déng. Ngudi
nao c¢6 tén va chic vu cang dai thi cang dugc trong
vong. Dé&n ndi trong nhitng llic nhém hop, ngudi ta phai
t6n hon nita thdi gian d€ néu cho hét nhitng danh tinh va
dia vi. Ma cdi viéc néu danh nay cang lic cang tr§ nén
mot nghiép vu doi hoi sy chuén xdc ciing nhu sy tinh t€
vé tam 1y d€ 1am vui 1ong moi ngudi. Néu tén ai ma
thi€u mat mot chifc vu di kém cta ho thi 4t 12 c6 chién
tranh xdy ra ddy thua qui ngai.”

“Qi thoi, phién qud, nghe chan ngit,” ong hoi déng
ding day xua tay, “thoi dirng néi cdi chuyén tao lao d6
nita 1am tao tic cd rudt day ne. Ty dung dit ra cdi tén dé
rdi khd s v6i né sudt ddi! Ong ba chiing ta that 1a... u
mé hét stic vy d6. Thoi, dep cdi diéu thit tr d6 di, qua
diéu thit nim coi bd hip din hon a.”

“Thura ving, diéu thi nim, phai rdi, rit hap din, d6
12 tinh yéu, hay ding hon 13 yéu dudng, rdt phd cip
trong su6t miy ngan nim cda qua khit, dudc ghi lai rat
nhiéu trong sach, bdo, phim dnh... ma vin khong lam sao
cit nghia dugc mdt cdch day di chinh xdc.”

“Khoan, xin ngit I5i, sich, bdo, phim anh... 1a
sa0?” dng Gy vién noi.

“A quén nita, sich bdo 12 nhitng xdp gidy déng
thanh tap nhu vay, ghi chép nhitng kinh nghiém, nhitng
suy nghi cling nhu nhitng bi€n c6 x4y ra trong ddi sdng &
khip noi. Toi nghiép! Ho mudn hiéu bi€t nhiéu thi phai
lo doc nhiéu; khong doc thi khong biét. Cho nén kién
thifc ctia ho rat 1 gidi han. Ngudi tré phai dén trudng dé
ghi nhan nhitng hi€u biét clia ngudi di trude. Cdi hoc dé
gitip cho ho ¢6 dugc viéc lam & cdc cong sG, hang
xudng, tiém... Con phim diy a?.. thi 12 nhitng ciu
chuyén do mot nhém ngudi gid dit ra, lam bo gidng nhu
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that, thu hinh rdi chi€u lai cho moi ngudi xem 4y ma.
Viy ma ngudi ta cling hdi hop, cling xic dong, cling
cudi, ciing khéc diy a. Ha ha. Thay ciing la. Ho biét d6
1a gid nhung ho vAn dua cdm gidc clia ho theo phim. P6
12 mot cach gidi tri cia ho. Chi€m kh4 nhiu thdi gid
truGe khi di nga...”

“Thoi, théi, di lac dé rdi,” ong hoi d6ng lai xen
vao, “dang néi chuyén tinh yéu tv dung nhdy qua sich
bdo phim anh 1a sao! Trd lai 14p tdc, xin hdi, ¢6 phai tinh
yéu c6 cAu mudn néi § day Ia... cdi viéc thong ddng duc
lac v6i nhau qua tia mit gidng nhu ching ta diy 4?7

“Khong don gidn nhu viy dau... Um, c6 thé néi 1a
v€& miit tinh yéu, ho c6 cdi gi d6 c6 vé phong phd, khong,
¥ t6i mudn néi 1a ho rudm ra, ki€u cich hon chiing ta
nhiéu,” anh A néi ma ty dung cd thé va dau 6c anh bi
rung lén ky la.

“Gi vay, cau c6 sao khdong?” mot ngudi khac trong
iy ban dic trach nghién cttu vin héa tién nhan héi.

“J... ching hiéu sao nifa, tu dung nhd lai cdi cach
tién nhan ching ta yéu nhau, bdng thiy co thé néng ran
1én, chodng vdang cd mit may vy d6,” anh A néi.

“Toi cling c¢6 cam gidc d6 nita,” c6 E xen vao, mot
tay dé 1én nguc.

“Thdi, thdi, cdc c6 ciu phién qud di. Bo khong
ki€m sodt dugc xtc cam sao chi! Trd lai van dé di, trinh
bay so so vé tinh yéu cia tién nhan, khic ching ta chd
nao.”

Anh A ng6 ¢d E, c6 E ngé lai anh A. Chua ai biét
néi gi. Phdi mot ldc 1du anh A méi c6 géng:

“Xin tré lai van dé, trong khi 3 diéu diu tién thudc
vé vat chat, diéu thi tu thudc tinh than, thi diéu thi nim
nay lai bao gdm ca tinh than 14n vat chat ddy thua qui
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ngai. C6 nghia 12 trong tinh yé&u cla tién nhin, khong
phdi chi c6 su thong déng duc lac nhu chiing ta ma kém
theo d6 1a mot mdi cdm xic dat dao xody manh trong
tim, rung dong ca toan than, 4nh hudng toan bd stic song
clia con ngudi cd trén mit tam 1y 1an vat 1y, 14n sinh 1y
diya.”

“Khé hiéu qud!” dng hoi dong ngit 15i. “Nhung...
ciing khd ly thi ddy. Cé thé diy la diém ma dy ban
nghién cifu cin d€ tim. A, n€u néi nhu cdu thi tinh yéu
hay sy yéu duong ciia tién nhian dau phai 1a yé&u & khd
dau, ma phai la y€u t6 ctia hanh phiic chit?”

“Hg, cling khé ma trinh bay cho qui ngai diy dd
dugc. Ching t6i cling khong ddm két luan ring tinh yéu
4y 1a hoan toan mang lai khd dau hay thuan hanh phiic.
B&i vi n6 khong thuin 1 tinh than, ciing ching thuin la
thé xdc, ma 1 sy k&t hgp clia ci hai mit. Tuy theo cdm
nhin clia mdi ngudi ma ndi 12 khS hay vui. Nhin chung,
néu so v6i ddi sdng don thuan cla ching ta hdm nay thi
ho c6 vé khd dau lim, nhung... di, thit khé néi, ching
biét chitng ho lai hanh phiic, ai ma biét dudc.”

“Thiét 1a dai dong, ric roi,” ong Uy vién cau c6
xen vao. “PE& cho dé hiéu, xin tr3 15i toi: giita tién nhan
va chiing ta, diém khdc nhau ndi bat trong tinh yéu 1a &
chd ndo?”

“Khac nhiéu 1im chit. Trudc hét, tinh yéu clia tién
nhan ludn cé tinh cdch chi€m hitu. Toan bd cudc séng
cda ho ciing vay, phai chi€m hitu; khong chi€m hitu thi
khong c6 hanh phic. Tém lai, yéu duong la chi€m hitu,
chi€m hitu tinh cdm va chi€m hitu thin xdc. Ngoai ra, vi
than x4dc clia ho rit rudm ra nén sy bi€u 1 tinh yéu clia
ho qua than xdc cling rudm ra. Ho ¢6 bd phén sinh duc &
chd nay, dan ong khdc, dan ba khdc. Con nguc cla dan
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ba dé hd, khong phai phing Ii nhu bic vich cta cd E
d4u, ma né cdm ra nhu vy né! Bdi vi cd thé clia ho can
sy dn uéng dé phat tri€n chit khong phai chich thudc va
thay d6i t€ bao nhu chiing ta, cho nén dan ba sinh con
phdi c6 vid va c6 sita d€ ti€p t&€ cho dita con mdi khi né
doéi day a! Bé 1a 1y do ma nguc cta dan ba thdi d6, hi hi,
thdy tic cudi 1dm!”

“Da diing, nguc cia dan ba thdi xua rit xau, tho,
ning né 1im, ho phai ding nit d€ giit n6 lai d6, rat phién
phtic,” c6 E ti€p 161, “chit diu c6 duge gon dep nhu toi.”

“Tuy vay, c6 mot thdi dai ngudi phu nit lai cd §
lam cho bd nguc cla ho to 16n thd kéch hon mot cach di
thudng bing cdch bom hay nhét d6 gid vao...” anh A vira
néi vira cudi, “ma d€ dugc nhu vay, ho phdi chiu ton
kém tién bac diy thua qui ngdi. Piéu d6 ching minh
ring cdi thi hi€u clda ngudi dan 6ng thud Ay khic véi
ching ta hom nay: ho thich cdi gi thd kéch to tuéng kia!”

“Théi, rudm rad qud, khong cin ban rong cdi
chuyén d6 lam gi. Nghe t6i hdi né: ho yéu nhau thé
nao? trinh bay di cht né1 quanh co hoai vay!” dng hoi
dong git.

“Thua, khdng phai ho chi khdc ching ta G bd phan
sinh duc ddu 3, ma con khdc & chd ho c¢é trdi tim nita
kia. Trdi tim nim trong 16ng nguc, phia bén nay. Toi
nghi dudng nhu trdi tim mdi chinh 1a trung tdm, 1a tham
muu ciia moi sinh hoat yéu thuong cia ho d6. Co E ¢6
nghi viy khong?” A héi.

“Chdc anh néi ding. Tri tim cla ho diéu khién
long thuong yéu va khat duc. Khong c¢6 sy rung dong
cia n6é hinh nhu ho khong c6 ti€n dén chuyén trao ddi
tinh duc dugce.”

“La nhi. Sao ho lai phai ton nhiéu thdi gid cho trdi
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tim nhu vay! Sao khong ludc bét, b bdt né cho khde?
Thé ho trao d6i ra sao hd?” 6ng iy vién non néng hdi.

“Ludgc bt trdi tim thi phai dén thdi dai cich-mang-
than-xdc céch ching ta 1,000 nim nhu qui ngai da biét
d6é ma. Con cdi thoi ma ching t6i nghi€n ctu la thoi
trudc d6 nita, xua hon. Thdi d6 co thé ngudi ta ning né
1dm, con di thd linh tinh trong ngudi nita cht khong phdi
chi trdi tim khong thdi. Ho khong biét bay, chi di bd thoi.
Mu6n bay thi phii mua vé 1&én con chim sit khdng 15, dé
né chd di. Sau d6 khodng mot trim nim thi ho cdi ti€n
nhitng chi€c xe chay trén dudng dé c6 thé vira bay dudc
trén khong, ai ciing c6 xe 4y cd nén khong cin con chim
sit nita. Trd lai van dé, ho trao ddi tinh duc th& nao uw? A
hirm... hi hi, tdc cudi 1dm,” A néi, “cé thé néi @6 12 mot
viéc 1am khd nhoc vé6i nhitng tu th€ va dong tic rat budn
cudi va tho thdo, nhung dudng nhu khodi cam mang lai
thi cyc manh chi khéng phdi mot thodng vut qua nhu
ching ta dau.”

“Budn cudi thé nao, trinh bay cho moi ngudi nghe,
dirng c6 dia nita,” 6ng hoi ddng thiic giuc.

“Thua, khong trinh bay dugc a, vi tinh yéu cta ho
12 mot diéu vo ciing phic tap, khé hi€u. C6 khi tudng
nhu 12 yéu ma thuc ra chi 12 ham mu6n tinh duc, c6 khi
tinh queo ching thiy biéu hién gi cd ma thuc sy bén
trong lai c6 yéu diy a.”

“Gi ma ky th&! C6 sao thi phdi lam vay chd, sao ho
khong biéu 16 sy thuc ma phai d6i?”

“Khong phdi ho d&i ddu. Um... ching biét phai gidi
thich sao véi qui ngai diéu d6. Tém lai 1a tinh yéu clia
ho kh6 dinh nghia 1im. Dudng nhu né chi ¢6 thé cdm
nhin dugc nhd sy diap nhdy cla trdi tim diy a. N6i
chung, cdi thdi clia ho, 1am viéc gi cling phdi ton nhiéu
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cong stc lao dong cho nén trong sinh hoat tinh duc cling
th&, ho ding sitc dit 1dm, cudi ciing thi mét 13 roi lin ra
nga!”

“Dé sg dén th€ co a!” 6ng iy vién nhin mit than,
“th€ ¢6 dién ta cho chiing t6i xem dugc khong?”

“Dién t4 day a? Qui ngai héiy ¢d E xem?”

“Minh diu cé nhitng bd phan nhu ho ddu ma dién
td cho giong! Qui ngai chi cAn biét dai khdi 12 ho lao
dong cyc nhoc, thd tuc, ning né, khdng dudc thodi mdi
nhe nhang nhu sinh hoat tinh duc cda chiing ta. Biét vay
dudc rdi,” c¢o E phan tran.

“Nhung cdi diéu thic mic & day 1a tai sao cuc khd
nhu th€ ma ho van ctt phdi 1am chi? Khong 1& ho thich
su cuc khd?” mot ngudi hoi.

“Khong phdi vay ddu,” anh A xua tay néi lién, “di
nhién 13 ho c¢6 niém hanh phic, sung suéng ctia ho chi.
Ngay ca nhitng van dé khdc ciing th€ ddy, chit khong
riéng van dé tinh duc. Ma thir nghi xem, & vin dé tinh
duc ma ho con chiu khd s nhu vy hudng gi nhitng van
dé khéac. Chua ké dén chuyén sinh dé ciia ho: khon khd
vO cung tdn. Tém lai 12 néu néi theo tAm thifc ¢4 nhan
thi ti thdy tién nhan hanh phiic hon chiing ta, nhung vdi
tdp qudn cong ddng thi ching ta khong thé nao chiu
dung ndi cudc sdng cia tién nhan dau a.”

“N6i la vay! Tai sao lai phan biét cd nhan v§i cong
ddng nhu th&?” 6ng hodi ddng hoi.

“La bdi vi... niém hanh phic va khd dau cda tién
nhian hoan todn tly thudc vdo ¥ chi tw do clia mdi c4
nhan: mudn khé thi ho s& khd, mudn vui thi ho s& vui.
Ho c¢6 thé ty quyét dinh chon 1dy con dudng din dén
hanh phic hay khd dau, ma nhitng con dudng iy thudng
thi do cdc ton gido hay nhitng nén tri€t hoc phuong nay
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phuong kia huéng dan.”

“Nhung 16t cudc thi khd dau vin nhiéu hon hanh
phiic?” 6ng hdi dong hdi viin lai.

“Chi 12 tuong d6i thoi. Khong c6 khd dau thi sé&
khong c6 hanh phic dau a.”

“C6 nghia l1a ho tim hanh phuc trong su dau khé
2?” 6ng hdi ddng van kién tri hoi téi.

“Hanh phic trong dau khd, c6 thé tam két luidn nhu
vay di, nhung... dudng nhu 12 ho phdi chdp nhan 161 s6ng
4y, khong thé nao lam khdc di dudc... d€ chd ddi cho t6i
nhitng thdi ky cdch mang sau ndy, mdi thay ddi dugc
phan nio hién trang d6. Tém lai, trong nim diéu ndi bat
clia tién nhan, bon diéu mang lai khd dau da dugc ching
ta cai cach, triét bd di tir 1au rdi; con diéu thd nim thi
ching t6i cho ring né nim & lung chitng hanh phiic va
khS dau. Né&u chiing ta nghién citu va khai thic ding
cach, e chirng chiing ta c6 thé mang vé thém cho ddi
song chiit thd vi nao d6... Nhung, thua qui ngai, tdi c6
thé trinh bay thém diéu nay dudc khong a: tién nhan cé
nhitng céi goi 1a nghé thuiat ma thdoi nay ching ta khong
con dung dé&n nita; ching han 4m nhac, hoi hoa, vin
chuong, nhi€p dnh... Nhitng thif nay ciing gép phan mang
lai hanh phiic cho d5i sdng tién nhan, khi€n cho ddi song
ctia ho phong phu hon, di sdu vao xdc cam hon...”

“Xtic cam, xtic cdm! Nhitng thif tim phio ching 1gi
ich chi c4. C4u khong nhd ring ching ta truy diét xic
cdm dé&n cling d€ c6 dugc ddi song binh ling hom nay
sao? V0 ich cho nhitng thit nghé thuédt gi d6 ma anh néi,”
mot dng trong hoi dong thét Ién.

Ong trudng Gy ban ditng ddy, xua xua ban tay, ra
diu A dirng néi nita, r6i dng 14y vé trinh trong, néi:

“Céi chuyén hanh phic hay khd dau khong phai 1a

145



VINH HAO

don gidn didu. Ping ¢6 hdi va ndi linh tinh lang tang nhu
vay mat thdi gid. Hay quan sdt, ling nghe hai cd ciu
trinh bay theo ting ciu hdi clda Gy ban nghién ciu thi
may ra mé&i dan dén két luan dudc. Thua qui ngai trong
hoi dong, xin d€ danh cong viéc tra van, nghién tim cho
Uy ban ching tdi a.”

Thiy moi ngudi guc gic dong y roi, 6ng Uy vién
ngdi xudng, thiing thing hdi ti&p:

“Theo chd to6i nhian xét, tién nhin chiing ta phai
ddnh ddi 14y hanh phiic clia ho bing mot qua trinh khd
dau nhiéu hon gip 20 1an hon, phai khong hai ¢d cidu?”

“Thua... phdi. Mu6n hanh phiic 1 thi phdi chiu cuc
khd 20 1an, c6 khi 100 1an 16n hon ddy a,” anh A néi.

“Trong sudt bao nhiéu nim dai, tién nhan ching ta
khong nhan thifc ra dugc cach thé nao dé thot khd u?”

“Thua, c6 nhitng triét gia, nhitng gido chl cdc ton
gido, dé nghi nhitng phuong cich gidi quyét khd dau,
nhung ching miy ngudi 4p dung dugc, cho nén, van ti€p
tuc chiu khé thoi a.”

“La nhi! Biét 1a ¢6 con dudng thoit khd nhung van
khong chiu d4p dung. Cdi tim ly gi ma ky quic thé!
Ching 1& con dudng thodt khd Ay khé thuc hién 1dm sao?
Nhitng triét gia, 1anh tu ton gido c6 nhiéu khdng? Ho
dua ra bao nhiéu phuong cich gidi quyét khd dau? Tuu
trung c¢d ciu c6 thé ké ra mdt vai phudng cich dién hinh
dugc khong?”

“Thuta, c6 thé tam rit lai thinh hai khuynh huéng
ndi bat nhat thdi biy gid: mot 12 ton ths thin linh dé
dugc hanh phiic sau khi chét; hai 12 phd nhan sy thuc
hitu doc 1ap cla c4 ngd va thé& gi6i khach quan dé tim
thdy su binh an trong cudc sdng.

“Khuynh hudng thit hai thi ¢c6 vé tuong ty cudc
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song binh thudng cla ching ta ngay nay: nhin th& gidi
nhu 12 nhitng huyén tugng nén khong bam chic vao né;
con khuynh huéng thi nhat, sao la qua! Cé thé néi ky
hon dudc khong? Tai sao phdi ton thd mot than linh?
Than linh d6 & diu? La ngudi thé nao? Gidng chiing ta
khong?”

“Nhitng than linh d6 theo tién nhan chiing ta thi
khong phai 12 ngudi ma 13 than, c6 nghia 12 nhitng ngudi
siéu viét, c6 quyén ning bi€n héa va lam nhitng 3o
thuat.”

“Vidu?”

“Ho biét bay, biét bi€n héa, bi€t chita bénh bing
phép la; c6 khd ning gy ra tai hoa to 16n cho nhiéu
ngudi va kh3 ning ban diéu phic 1¢i cho mot sd it
nguoi.”

“Thé thi than linh cling gidng nhu ching ta thdi chif
gi! N&u ma toi di lui vao thsi 4y, 1am nhitng diéu binh
thudng cda t6i hdm nay, thi tién nhin chiing ta s& nghi
ring t6i 13 thin linh, c6 phdi khong?” dng Uy vién vira
ndi vira cudi nira miéng.

“Cé6 thé 1a nhu vdy. Nhung than linh clia ho khic
chiing ta & chd... hinh nhu than linh chi ¢6 trong trf tudng
tugng ctia ho ma thoi.”

“La vay! N61 rd hon mdt chut duge khong? Vay hai
6 cau chua hé gip nhitng than linh ctia tién nhan sao?”

“Chiing t6i chi doc trong tu tudng clia tién nhin va
tha’y hinh 4nh nhitng than linh trong d6 ma thoi. Con trén
thyc t& thi ching bao gid gip thin linh c3,” anh A néi
xong rdi ngd ngd ngé cd E. Co E lién ding day tiép:

“C6 mot thoi dai ngudi ta chdng lai khuynh hudng
tin twdng than linh nhung lai thin-héa mdt c4 nhan nio
dé @€ dé diéu dong ddm dong. Thdi dai nay c6 thé néi
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12 thdi dai kich ¢cdm va t& hai nhit clia qud khit. B&i vi,
tha 12 thin linh trong tri tudng, dii sao ciling con cdi vé
linh thiéng khdng-khuyét-di€ém khong cham dén dugc;
dang nay, than linh chi 12 mot con ngudi duge to vé cdi
diéu thanh thién ma né khong cé, che gidu nhitng diéu
té hai ma né c6 rat nhiéu, dé rdi du hoic quin ching, 161
kéo ho di theo con dudng ctia minh.”

“C6 thé xem d6 la phuong cich c§ y bi€n con
ngudi thanh nd 1€ cho mdt nhém ngudi thong qua hinh
4nh ciia than linh hay lanh ty,” anh A hitng chi ti€p 13i
co E, “vi chi c¢6 nhitng k& nd 16 mdi mang lai nhiéu 1gi
ich cho nhitng chti nhian 6ng ty do ma thoi.”

“Khong can thiét néi nhiéu vé giai doan té hai nhu
thé€. Tré lai vAn dé than linh, c6 cidu ndi ring chi 1a
nhitng hinh 4nh trong tu tudng clia tién nhan? Thé thian
linh c6 gidng ching ta khong?” 6ng Gy vién nghiém
trong héi.

“X4u hon ching ta nhiéu. Vi than linh clia tién
nhan cling c6 than thé ning né, cling 16ng 14, rau ria, téc
tai, vd cling mic 4o quan... y nhu chinh ho ma thoéi—dau
¢ dugc nhe nhang nhu chiing ta. Cho nén trong thoi
gian nghién citu, t6i vdi co E ¢t phdi 14n tranh moi ngudi
dit 1dm chit khong thoi thi gdy nén 1dm chuyén xon xao.
Noi cdi chuyén biét bay clia ching ta 12 da 1am ndo
dong ca thé giGi cla tién nhan rdi. Hi hi, ¢6 1an mot ddm
ndng dan thiy ching tdi bay ngang trdi lién xim nhau
sup lay, rdi doc nhitng bai kinh gi d6... ho tudng ching
t6i 12 than linh ddy a.”

“Oi tdi nghiép. Tém lai 1a ho tdn thd nhitng than
linh ma ho ching bao gid gip? Chinh vi bat luc trude
thién nhi€én ma ho dit ky vong vao nhitng cdi si€u nhién
do chinh tri tudng cla ho nin dé ra?”
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“Phdi, chi 1a nhitng ky vong d€ thodt khdi thuc
trang bat toan ctia ho.”

“Thé& con khuynh huéng kia, phii nhan sy thuc hitu
ddc 1ap clia th€ gi6i va con ngudi, c6 vé gidng ching ta
ngdy nay, nhung sao ciing khong gilip thay ddi dugc
cudc song dau khd cia tién nhan?”

“Giéng nhung lai ching gidng, vi khuynh huéng
nay chi thuin 13 sy dio siu vao tdm linh chit khong di
theo con dudng cdch mang vat chat va ky thuit nhu
ching ta. Trong khi chiing ta—twr thdi dai cdch mang
than xdc dén nay—tim bdt va hily diét nhitng phan t
x4u ¢ ¥ di léch ra ngoai sy ddong nhat clia hanh tinh thi
ho chi lo tim bdt va hdy diét nhitng tv tudng va ¥y niém
x4u hodc c¢6 khuynh huéng vun bdi sy tich ly tdng thé.”

“A, hay diy, hay ddy! Nhung diéu nay thi ngay
nay ching ta da 1am bing k¥ thudt cai chip dién t, chon
lya va loai trir nhitng diéu tdt-x4u ra khdi nao bd moi
ngudi mdi hai nim,” 6ng Gy vién ty man noi.

“Nhung ching ta khong hiy diét dugc cdi dong luc
chinh ctia nhitng ky vong, 4o vong, khdt vong,” anh A
1ic dau néi, rdi tv dung boc hing, anh ti€p ludn mot
trang dai, “chiing ta chi chon lya, thay d6i, hiy diét
nhitng cdi ngon, con cdi gbc 1a cdi dong luc chinh ndy
sinh tu tudng va ¥ niém thi chiing ta chiu thua, chiing ta
chiang biét n6 nim & ddu ma thay ddi hay hiy diét, phai
khong? P6 1a 1y do mic du chiing ta di trdi qua gin
1,000 nim cua thdi ky cdch-mang-thin-xac va cdch-
mang-nio-bd, nhitng hién tugng toi 4c, dién 16, pha hoai
cong dong... van ti€p tuc x3y ra, va trén thyc t&, chiing ta
cling dau c6 thyc sy hanh phic!”

“Ne, n&, cdu A néi cdi gi ky vay? Ching ta vin
chua tim dugc nguyén nhin gy nén cdac 4o vong, toi
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dong y, nhung néi chiing ta khong hanh phic thi cau
phai ndi lai d6 nghe! Céan ct vao ddu ma ciu néi vay,
dung cham nén vin minh chép dinh ctia hanh tinh hém
nay, léch hin qui dao suy tu clia cong déng! Ciu hay
cin than 15i phat bi€u va y tudng xau ki€u d6 nhé!” Ong
iy vién néng mit ding diy ndi, roi ngdi xudng, roi lai
ditng day ti€p. “Hanh phiic clia ching ta ¢ dugc hdom
nay 1a thanh qué ctia cd mét qua trinh 1,000 ndm loc bd
din dan tr thé xdc dén tinh than, nhitng bd phan thira
thii, cling nhu nhitng cdm gidc khd dau va phién todi
khong can thiét clia d5i song con ngudi. Cau khong thay
ring chinh nhd phan diu lién tuc trong cidch mang k§y
thuat ma chiing ta c6 thé ding ngang hang vdi cic cu
dan cta Kim tinh, Mdc tinh, Thdy tinh, Hda tinh va Thd
tinh hay sao cha!”

“Cho du l1a vay, trén thuc t€, ching ta vAn con
ngup ldn trong nhitng 4o vong. Hanh phiic cda ching ta
cling chi 1a 4o vong ma thoi. Tai sao chiing ta lai chon
doi song cach ly trong hang nii nhu th€ nay néu hanh
tinh thuc sy c¢6 hanh phic? Ching ta chi gid v& chip
nhin 4o gidc binh an tam thdi dé thay thé& nhitng cdm
gidc thuc sy cla tién nhan. Chiing ta don gidn héa tat cd
moi van dé dé rdi lai bi x4 miii bdi cdi ngudn do gidc sdi
” anh A hing say néi, nhu mot ké 1én dong,
quén ci moi ngudi dang tr6 mit va ha hong nghe. Co E
dung tia mit, bdn tin hiéu qua nhim ngin cdn anh A Iai,
nhung anh ¢t phét 15, néi ti€p. “Thuc sy thi cong tac di
vé qud khit d& nghién cifu nén viin héa clia tién nhan chi
1a mdt cdch néi hoa m§ chit néi ding ra thi chiing ta ky
vong tim dudc mot ddi séng hanh phic hon doi song
hién tai, phai vy khong thua qui ngai?”

“N6i tAm bay! Anh im di, ditng c6 phdt biéu linh

suc kia...

150



VINH HAO

tinh nita. Anh ding 1a ké phan cich mang! Thua hoi
ddng, c6 nén tritng phat phan tir di di léch huéng nay
hay khong?”

Ong hoi ddng xua tay, 6n ton néi:

“Thoi, xin can. Moi tht didu da xong, con trong
vong nghién ctu ma. Thi ¢t d€ hai ¢d ciu nay néi hét
nhitng y nghi cda ho. Chinh d6 1a phan dng trung thyc
clia con ngudi gifta hai doi song 4y ma. Bay gid tam thdi
nghi ngdi, ta s€ hop lai sau nhé. Tan hang!”

Chd cho moi ngudi tdn ra rdi, dng hoi ddng ngoic
anh A lai, n6i nhé:

“T6i hdi riéng cau diéu nay nhé: c6 phai 1 ciu c6
cdm gidc ring tién nhan chiing ta di tho kéch, ning né,
thi€u viin minh, nhung ho sdng hanh phic hon ching ta
nhiéu khong?”

“0... cAu tra 13i cla tdi c6 dugc dua vao phan tu
liéu cla chuong trinh nghién cttu khong a?”

“Khoéng, chi néi riéng vdi tdi théi ma, ndi thuc di,
khong sao dau.”

“Da thua ding nhu vdy. Mic du phdi dung nhiéu
cong sic khd dau dé c6 dudc hanh phiic, tién nhan
chiing ta ciing thuc sw n€m dugc hanh phic cia ho diy
thua ngai hoi dong. Con chiing ta, khd dau khong c6
nhung ciing ching c6 cdi quai gi goi 1a hanh phic ca.
Chi 1a sy binh lding cia m6t dong vé cadm dugc bao vé
biing cdc hé thong ki€m sodt tu tudng... rat 1a kho khan,
nham chdn. Thua ngai hdi dong, theo tdi thi cang trd vé
gan vdi nguyén ly chirng ndo thi niém hanh phic sé& to
16n nhiéu chirng d6. Cdi thdi ma tdi va co6 E nghién citu
van con 13 cdi thdi tuong d6i nhiéu khd dau va phién
tap, vi thdi d6 tién nhan ching ta mang nhiéu tham vong
12 bi€n cdi doi song vat chat cang lic cang trd nén tién
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nghi hon; vi vay ho tién tir chd don so dén chd rudm ra,
ma cang rudm ra thi cang it hanh phic. TU thdi dai cla
ho ti€n din dé&n thdi dai ching ta gidng nhu tién tir chd
rudm ra dén chd don so trd lai. Nhung ching ta di trat
duong rdi thua ngai hoi ddong a. Bdi vi don so khong
nghia 1a cdt gidm di nhitng bd phan nguyén Uy cla than
x4c va ngoai vit ma chinh 12 don so trong tim hon day
a. Ngai hoi dong khong tin ci hdi co E thit xem sao.”

Co6 E nay gid ding chang rang quanh d6, nghe vay
thi trdy t6i ngay. Ong hoi ddng lai dit cAu hdi:

“Theo c6 E thi tién nhan ching ta hanh phiic nhat &
di€ém nao?”

“0 trong tinh yéu va cdch bi€u 16 tinh yéu ctia ho
ddy thua 6ng hoi dong.”

“Ho thuc sy 13 hanh phiic trong vdn dé iy a?
Khong gi cao hon sao?”

“C6 nhitng loai hanh phic khidc nira, ning nhe
khic nhau, nhung twu trung thi d6i vdi toan thé con
ngudi thdi 4y, tinh yéu ditng hang diu.”

“Vay néu chiing ta ciing vinh danh tinh yéu dé
dudc hanh phiic nhu ho thi ¢d ciu nghi c6 thé 1am dudc
khong?”

“Thua khong a. Vi ching ta khdong c6 trdi tim,
khong c¢6 bd phin sinh duc nguyén dy, khong cé hé
thong than kinh lién hé gifta ndo, tim, bd phin sinh duc
va toan than.”

“Vay sao! Th€ thi chiing ta vd phuong cdm dugc
cdi hanh phic clia tién nhan 2?7

“Vo phuong,” ¢6 E lanh lung néi.

“Ngoai tru ching ta khoi phuc lai trdi tim va cac hé
than kinh di bi ludge bd tir 1,000 nim d6 lai day,” anh A
khing dinh.
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“C6 céch nao khong? Nhitng tht d6 ching ta c6
thé ch& bién ra dugc 4y ma, né€u cd ciu dién ta ding?”
ong hoi dong phan khdi héi.

“Tu minh suy nghi rdi ch& bién thi khong mang lai
cdm gidc thuc sy clia tinh cdm dau a. Cho nén, phai
mugn hai cdi xdc nguyén ven manh khde cia nhiing
ngudi mdi vira chét trong thdi dai nguyén dy r6i trd lai
day, cdy giong tirng bd phan cho moi ngudi.”

“Hay 1dm, y ki€n hay. C6 E nghi sao?” 6ng hoi
ddng xoay qua co E.

“P¢ 1a di€u ma toi va anh A ban véi nhau trude khi
vé day bdo cdo. Chiing tdi khong ddm 1am trudc vi sg vé
day bi khién trach. N&u 6ng hoi ddng cho phép thi chiing
t0i sé& thurc hién trong chuyén di t6i,” ¢d E vui mirng néi.

“Nhung cd ciu c¢6 bdo ddm 1a mang hai co thé cia
thdi 4y vé didy s& khong gdy nguy hai cho hanh tinh
chit?” 6ng hdi dong vin con chiit nghi ngai.

“Da bdo ddm ma. Chi s¢ 1a dng hoi dong khong
thuyét phuc dudc toan hdi dong 14n Gy ban nghién citu
ma thoi.”

“Né€u khong thuy€t phuc dugc, tdi sé& tim cdch bio
vé va che gidu cd cdu & mot vang cach ly khdc, dugc
khong? Chi khi nao bao dam cé hanh phic va an toan
v6i than thé nguyén dy cda tién nhan thi t6i méi cong
bd.”

“Y ki€n hay. Ong hoi dong Ging ho hai chiing toi
nhé. Ching t6i bdo ddm sé& thyc hién dugc k& hoach
ma,” anh A v ciing phan khdi.

Sau d6 12 mot cudc hop kéo dai day tranh cii. Ong
hoi dong thuyét phuc dugc cdc thanh vién cla hdi dong
nhung khong thuyét phuc dugc dy ban nghién cifu vin
héa tién nhan véi nhitng dau 6c¢ tro [i v cAm—nhitng
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dau 6c citng ngic véi nhitng 40 tudng hanh phiic da héa
thach. Cudi cling thi ngudi ta cling cho hai c6 cau E va A
1én mdy thdi gian d€ trd vé qua khi nghién citu ti€p mot
1an nita nhung vin trong tu cdch khdch quan clia nhitng
ngudi nghién citu thuan tiy bing ghi nhan hinh dnh noi
nio bo, khong duge mang vé bat cit vt chit cu thé nao
clia tién nhan.

LAn nay hai c6 ciu dugc dua thing vé thoi dai
thugng c6 vdi 16i d€ nghi clia dng hoi ddong. Va di nhién
12 gifta ba ngudi 4y da mic nhién tru dinh k&€ hoach tdo
bao clia ho trong chuyén di nay.

Véi mot vai dung cu than théng cla thdi dai duge
mang theo, hai c¢6 ciu khong phdi chi muon xdc tién
nhan rdi trd lai ngay ma ho da sinh s6ng v6i nhau trong
qud khtt d&n ba di thay xdc; cif tdi sinh d€ yéu nhau tir
thud diy thi d&n tudi trung nién rdi lai d6i xac. Nhu vy
ho da trdi qua khodng 200 nim sdng trong qud khi roi
mdi quyét dinh gitt 1y hai thin x4c trang kién va khde
manh nhat d€ trd vé thdi hién dai.

Khi ho trd vé thi cd hanh tinh di tan tanh, hoang
ving. Khéi 1ta mit ming. Nhd ong hdi dong cd ging
bdo vé mdy thdi gian dén hoi thd cudi cing nén ho trd
lai dugc. Nhin quanh thdy khong con ai. Chi c6 nhitng
mau vun clia may méc.

“Minh lam gi bdy gié hd anh?” E khdc rung rung
héi.

“Nin di em. Khong sao diu. Minh van con sdng va
yéu nhau dugc ma. Minh c6 nhau 1a da c6 tat ca roi.”

“Hu hu, t6i nghiép dng hdi dong. 6ng mudn dem
vé cho dng trdi tim d€ c6 hanh phiic nhu tién nhan.”

“Thoi dirng khéc nita em di, nudc mit clia em lam
cho tim anh triu ning xudng qud a. Oi, nhitng giot nudc
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mit, sao ma ky diéu! Thdi dai chiing ta vi khong c6 nude
mit khd dau nén ciing ching bao gid c6 dudc nu cudi
hanh phiic ca!”

“Troi di! Tai sao c& hanh tinh bi tiéu hdy th& nay!
Pau c6 ém dém nhu thud ching ta méi yéu nhau, phdi
khong anh?”

“U, qud that thdi dai ching ta mdi 1a thdi dai
khing dién nhit. Tudng ring minh ding & chép dinh
hanh phtc héa ra 13 chi 1in hup & ciing tin cdi ddy khd
dau. Ta nén pha hiiy hét tit c4 nhitng di sdn hién dai dé
bit dau song lai thdi dai nguyén dy, em dong y khong?”

“Pong y. Con miy ciy sting nim lin 16¢c chd kia
kia anh. Phd hét di, rdi phd ludn chinh chiing né.”

“Khong nhitng phd hiy, ching ta con phdi quén
ludn trong ky c ctia minh 12 di c6 nhitng thoi dai day
hoang tuwdng ma chiing ta dugc bi€t. P6 1a diéu bi mat
dau khd va tdi té clia thdi dai ma chi ¢6 hai chiing ta biét
thoi, em nhé, khong ti€t 16 cho ddm con chdu sau nay
l1am gi, em déng ¥ khong?”

E git dau. Ho ph4 hdy tit cd bing vii khi hién dai.
Rdi ho dit nhau di lang thang trén dia ciu. Khong con
ai. Chi con hai con ngudi tran trui 4n 16ng & 18, khai mé
mot thdi dai hong hoang khic. Thdi dai d6 thi€u ving tat
ca nhitng nén tu tudng triét hoc, dao hoc; thi€u ving tat
cé nhitng ki€n tric hoanh trdng vin minh va nhitng dung
cu khoa hoc ky thuit thin thong. Mic di ¢6 khad niing
tao dung lai th€ gidi trang 1& huy hoang va cuc ky than
thong hién dai, nhung ho khong cin. Ho chi cin mot
khung cdnh hong hoang va hai trdi tim hdng hoang. V&i
hai trdi tim &y, ho dung lai ddi méi. Ho dan tay nhau, diu
nhau di mai giita dit trdi ménh mong ngit ngan khéi Iita.
Va trong ndi quanh ving budn ténh khi chiéu xudng, ho
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cdm thdy cin nhau, 6m 14y nhau, 1ing nghe nhip dap la
thudng cda hai trdi tim vira dugc tim lai trong tudng lai
cia mot qud khi lich st hoang tan. ®
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Mot chuyén tau

Coi tau inh 4i hd Ién tirng hdi ma Vin hiay con
ditng dudi san ga, chd dogi mot ngudi chi biét tén va doi
chiit vé lai lich chit khong bi€t mit mii, hinh dang ra
sao. Cling may la ba Ndam, ngudi ¢ tradch nhiém dua
Vin ra ga, c6 bi€t mit ngudi kia. BA Nim din dudng
Vin di tim toa cung wUng, tic 1a toa ban thdc dn thidc
udng clia doan tau héa. TAm, tén clia c¢6 gdi lam viéc
trén toa 4y, 1a ngudi s& giip dd va bdo vé Vin trong
chuyé&n di vao Sai-gon nay.

N6i gitp d5 thi ching c6 gi phai thic mic, chd néi
bio vé, nghe that xdu hd. Ai ddi mot co gdi mudi bay,
mudi tdim tudi lai di bdo vé chang thanh nién hai mudi
mot tudi bao gid. VAy ma Tam sé& bdo vé Vin thit. Vi
Vin 12 mot cong dan khong cé bat it tht gidy t& nao
chitng minh sy hdp 1€ clia minh trén d4t nudc cla anh ca.
Cho nén cdc ban Vin méi nhd TAm bdo vé anh bing
cdch cho 1én tau hda, ngdi & toa ban thifc dn, c6 ai hdi
dén thi TAm s& 1én ti€ng bénh vuc, nhin nhin anh 1a
ngudi nha, hodc tim cdch dut 16t sao d6 v6i cdc nhan
vién cong luc d€ dugc ém chuyén. Bdi vi trong tinh hinh
lic d6, n€u c6 bat cit anh cong an & cAp nao, dia phuong
ndo, hdi d&n gidy tJ thi Vin s& gip ric rdi, va c6 thé sé
bi vao tu.

Ba Nim ngodc goi TAm. TAm chdm ra ci¥a s& nhin
xudng. Nghe ba Nim néi vai ti€ng rdi chi Vin, TAm biét

157



VINH HAO

ngay chang thu sinh khd khao ditng tan ngan, 16ng céng,
thi€u ty nhién giita ddim doéng kia chinh 12 ngudi ma
nang c6 nhiém vu ho tdng vao Sai-gon. TAm budc xudng
sin ga, chao Vin bing mot cdi git dau thit nhe tudng
chirng nhu khong. R6i TAm tim 14y tdi hanh 1y ca Vin,
bdo anh di theo. Vin cdm on va ndi 13i tr gid v6i ba
Nim rdi ngoan ngodn budc theo Tam.

Gitra toa hang ban thitc dn 12 mot day ban nho, dat
nhitng ndi niéu, bit dia, ti thudc 14. TAm cho Vin ngdi §
mot bing gh€ ngay tru6c cdi ban thifc dn 4y, tic 1a chd
doi dién véi TAm. Cho nén, du mudn du khdng thi Vin
va TAm ciing ¢ phdi nhin thdy nhau maii su6t doan
dudng dai tir Nha Trang vao Sai-gon.

bing ra, toa nay khdng phai toa chd khach, nhung
vi nghéo, ki€m thém dugc dong vé nao thi ki€m, cho
nén nhan vién hda xa ctf cho hanh khach 1én, ngdi chi€m
gan hét hai hing gh€ trén toa hang in. Ching biét ho ¢
mua vé khong chd Vin thi khong. Nha ba Nim nim
trong khu virc nha ga nén Vin khong phdi di qua cong
sodt vé; Ién tau thi da c6 Tam lam ngudi hd ménh.

Tam la mot c6 gdi vua lai Phap, vua lai An (tr doi
ong ba nodi va ngoai) va di nhién la lai Viét Nam. Thé
nén c6 c6 nudc da ngdm vira phdi. Va phdi cdng nhin
ring Tam dep. U thi Vin khong c6 trach nhiém phai
ngim hay mo td mot thi€u nit chi quen hd trén con
duong xudi Nam ctia minh; nhung Vin khong thé chéi
cdi hay che gidu dugc nhan xét clia minh ring TAm dep.
bo6i midt TaAm 16n long lanh, v6i ddi ngudi xanh trong
nhu mau bién Nha Trang mua ha, 14p ldnh giita hang
16ng mi cong, day—ding 12 d6i mit lai. Miii TAm thing,
cao, hai cdnh miii diy din, diu miii hdi cong—ciing 12
san pham nudc ngoai. P6i mdi lai cling 12 mdt tuyét tic
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clia héa cong véi hai bd mdi day din, moi dusi day hon
moi trén chit xiu, vira di dé giit kin ham ring tring déu
bén trong. TAm it néi, khong biét vi do tdnh tinh hay do
Vi ¢6 Vin ngdi d6i dién. Chi nghe Tam trd 15i doi ba chit
v6i khach hang khi can thiét, con ngoai ra, cd ngim tim.
Thinh thodng TAm mdi li€c nhin Vin, mim cudi (chic l1a
dé néi 1én sy yén tAm clia ¢d 12 Vin hdy con ngdi d6,
chua bi bdt). Pdi moi trim ling 4y hoi nhéch 1én & cudi
hai khée vé& nén cdi dep vira gdi cdm vira huyén bi cda
ngudi dan ba A Rip hay Ai Cép thoi xa xua. Tom lai,
Tam dep. Du c6 ghét Tam vi 1y do nao d6 thi ciling
khong c6 1y do dé€ ché co xau. Khudn mit c6 khong cé
nét gi cda Viét Nam. Tam chi c6 bo diéu e ap, vung vé
ciia mdt thon nit Viét Nam ma thoi. Ngoai ra, ddi canh
tay va doi ban tay thd kéch clia cd ciing biéu 16 dugc sitc
manh v6 dich ctia mot dan toc nghéo khé tir nhiéu thé ky
v6i nhitng thi€u nit ddm dang, c6 khd ning vira ddnh
gidc vira lao dong sdn xuat.

Toa bén thic in, vi can chd tréng d€ c6 thé lam
cong viéc budn ban thuin 1gi cho hanh khach & hai phia
diu toa kéo d€n, nén dugc sip x&p hai nhan vién ki€m
sodt vé & hai dau toa; ngoai ra, cdc nhin vién bdn thuc
in thifc udng trén toa, bao gdbm Tam va ba cd dong
nghi€p, cling c6 trach nhiém canh gidc khong cho khiach
budn xAm nhip toa minh bing dudng ctra s&. Nhu vay,
c6 thé néi 13 toa ndy tuong ddi rong rdi nhit ctia doan
tau. Trén toa con du vai chd ngdi va khong c6 hanh
khdch ngdi hay ding & giita hai hang gh&. Piy 1a 1an
diu tién Vin dugc di thu hda ma khong bi ngudi khic
chen 1an, hodic 4n ngit trudc mit. Chd ngdi clia Vin ciling
rong rii, c6 thé xoay x& chi khong bi chém citng nhu
nhitng 14n trudc. Trén cdc thanh clra s khong c6 hanh
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khdch deo bam. Gi6 16ng 10ng thdc vao toa, mat rugi. Ty
dung Vin thdy hanh phiic dugc hudng thu chiit tién nghi
nhé nhoi 4y.

Vi thuan huéng nhin v6i cdnh ctta s6 rong 16n &
phia d6i dién, Vin chi c6 thé nhin ngdm phong cdnh qua
khung cita sd phia sau lung TAm. Ring ndi tring diép
lugt nhanh qua khung ctra s6 4y cho anh cdm gidc vui
mit, khong bi€t méi mét. Nhung théi quen so sdnh va
phan biét mot lic nao d6, lai chen vao, khi€n Vin thiy
nhitng cdnh twgng dep d& nén thd vut qua Ay nhu sy vut
trdi clia thoi gian. Phai, thdi gian thudng dudc ngudi ta
muon sy troi luét cia khong gian qua clra s6 dé mo ta
sttc nhanh clia n6. Nay, n6 trdi o rang trudc mit anh;
troi phia sau lung thi€u nit khde manh va tré dep kia nhu
mot cdi phong d€ 1am ndi bat thém tinh cdch bat dinh vo
thudng clia con ngudi va van hitu gitta cudc doi.

Tau khdi hanh tr ldc sdu gi¢ sdng nén trong vong
mdt hai gid sau d6 1a toa hang in tAp nip ngudi tlr cdc
toa kéo d&€n mua thitc in. TAm cling cdc dong nghiép c6
vé ban ron 1dm. Nhung rdi c6 cling nhé va mang d&€n cho
Vin mot dia com cho bita diém tAm. Vin khong c6 théi
quen dn udng trén tau va truc mit mot ddm dong khong
quen biét, nén anh di tir chdi dia com ctia TAm. Hinh
nhu sy tir chdi cda Vin d 1am cho TAm budn. Nhung
chic 1a khong sao, vi anh nghi, d6 khong phdi 1a mot cdi
16i. Hudng chi, giita anh vai TAm ciing ching c6 gi rang
budc nhau siu ddm d€ phai gian 1iy hay xin 13i. Thyc ra,
Tam khong c6 bon phan lo chuyén in uéng cho Vin trén
chuyén di nay. Bon phan duy nhit ciia TAm 13 cho Vin
1én tau khdi can mua vé (vi mua vé phdi c6 gidy thong
hanh hodc thé chdng minh nhidn didn—tdc thé cin
cudc—ma nhitng thit nay Vin déu khong c6, chit khong
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phdi tai anh thim dén d6 khong cé tién mua vé), va
dirng @€ Vin bi nhan vién hda xa lam khé dé. Vin cé
tién, c6 miéng, han 1a Vin ty biét lo chuyén in udng cho
minh. C6 thé chuyén mang thic in dén cho Vin la dé
bi€u 16 mot cai gi xa hon trach nhiém ho tdng chit xiu.
Tam khong muén sy gitip d3 Vin di chi ¢6 § nghia nhu
mot khiach budn mang theo mot mén hang hay nhu mot
canh sdt vién bao v& mdt chinh khach. Khong phai chi 1a
chuyén bdo vé sinh mang. Trach nhiém cta ngudi dan
ba & trén dGi, du & hoan canh hay thdi dai nao, dudng
nhu déu kém theo phan tinh cdm, cdi von liéng dat dao
cta ho. Chic chin ngudi ban g&i gim Vin cho TAm chi
nhd Tam gitdp dua Vin di an toan tir Nha Trang vao Sai-
gon thdi chit khong nhd lo ludn ci phan 4m thuc. Nhu
vay, st chim séc ctia TAm, phai hi€u 12 mot thién y, mot
su tif t&€ ty phat. Vin da khong tran trong d6n nhan thién
y d6. C6 thé TAm da budn ti xiu. Nhung tha 13 vay con
hon chinh anh phdi ¢d gdng #n va chic chin sé& dn khong
hét dia com vi dai d6 d€ 1am phat long TAm bing cich
khéc.

Vin vira nghi dén d6 thi TAm lai dé€n, mang cho
anh mdt ly nuc d4 lanh 16n. LAn nay bdng dung Vin
thdy ldng ting, khé nghi. Khé ma tir chdi long tot cia
ngudi khic 1an thit hai.

“Anh khong dn thi uéng mié€ng nudc cho khde,”
Tam néi vSi giong ngot mém, khdn khoan. Vin nghe
nhu 1ong minh khé rung dong mdt chit gi khé hiéu trude
su quan tAm cta co ay.

P43 néi Vin von khong quen chuyén idn udng trude
ddm dong ngudi la. Nhung anh khong thé tir chdi TAm
thém mot 1an nita. Vin néi va dén 1dy ly nudc:

“Cam on Tam nghe... nhung Tam cho t61 ching
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n’a ly nay théi...”

Tam vui vé cadm ly nuSc quay trd vé chd clia cd,
s6t qua mot cdi ly nhd hon, r6i dem lai cho Vin.

“Cam on.”

Vin cam ly nudc trén tay, udng tir tir. TAm trd vé
chd ngdi clia co v6i cac dong nghiép, néi cudi vui vé, tiu
tit. Cdc cd da ban hét phan thifc in thic udng cho budi
sdng; va hinh nhu cong tic clia cdc cd6 dén diy 1a hét
nén cic cd dang lo don dep ndi niéu, bit dia... Xong
chuyén, cdc co6 ngdi khdng, néi cudi. Thinh thodng, cdc
co ban clia TAm ngé Vin, thi thim véi nhau gi d6 rdi
cudi rd 1én. Chi thdy TAm dd mit ngit véo may cd ban,
vira li€c nhin anh mot cdi that nhanh, rdi quay mit ngé
mong lung ra ctra s6. C6 1& ngudi ban gii gim Vin cho
Tam da khong néi 16 cho TAm bi€t ring Vin 1a tu i cdi
trang nén cd va cdc ban chi nhin bé ngoai clia anh, thdy
anh c6 téc dai, mic thudng phuc din sy, ma tudng 1am
12 mot chang trai thé tuc doc than... khong c6 gi cAm cin
chuyén tréu choc, cip doi nhu ki€u trai gdi ngoai doi.

Chgt thdy mot todn cong an budc vao. Xét tau. Ho
ki€m tra titng ngudi mot tir phia cudi toa. Hdi gidy to,
vé, va luc sodt hanh ly. Ho dang xét hdi mot ngusi dan
ba khodng ti tudn. Nhin y phuc va cich trang stc, ai
ciing thd'y ngay ngudi dan ba nay hin 1a din thanh phd,
néu khong kh4 gia thi cling thudc loai “con nha”, khong
giéng véi bat cit ngudi nit ndo c¢6 mit trén tau. Qua
ngudi dan ba 4y, Vin bdng lién tudng dén me anh. Me
Vian nhu vdy d6, thdi nao, hoan canh nao, ba ciing ra
dudng véi mot bé ngoai lich sy, sang trong. Ma ngudi
dan ba nay ciing c¢6 dang vé dong ddng cao, vGi khudn
mit hoi xuong nhu me anh vdy. Ba 4y bi cong an hach
héi dd diéu, d&€n do mat tu chd, ling ta ling ting, rdi ci
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cdi xdc tay, my phadm roi rét lung tung trén san tau. Ty
dung Vin thdy tdi nghiép cho ba 4y. Anh cdng an ding
chd ba 4y lugm titng mén my phdm bd vao lai xic tay.
Ba 4y vira xong viéc thu Iugm thi bi hach héi ti€p. Cdi
tdi xdch hanh 1y nhd gon ma ba 6m theo bén minh ciing
bi soan tung ra, phoi bay ra gilta cong ching. Hinh nhu
céc anh cong an hy vong ki€m dugec mén bd 1di 16c gi d6
tir ba 4y. Nhung rdi hanh 1y clia ba 12 hanh 1y c4 nhan,
hgp phép, ching c6 gi c6 thé hoanh hoe bit bé dugc nén
céc anh cong an xét dé€n ngudi k& bén. Tirng ngudi mot.
Vén nhin TAm xem tht TAm s€ gitp gi dugc anh trong
tinh huéng nay. TAm nhin lai Vin, suy nghi mot lic rdi
budc dén, ngdi bén canh anh, vai k& vai, bi€u 16 sy than
mat ty nhi€n qua thdi do, khong néi1 161 nao. Cic c6 ban
dong nghiép ctia TAm lai tr6 médt nhin Vin, roi nhin
Tam, to nhd, cudi khic khich.

Khi m4y anh cong an ti€n dén chd Vin, thiy Tam
thi cudi chao c6. Mot anh néi:

“Xong cong tdc sdng rdi day a! Ai day?”

“Ong anh ctia em d6.”

“Thé& a? C6 ¢6 anh ma t6i nao biét!”

“Anh ho théi ma.”

Anh co6ng an c6 vé nhu 1a trudng todn, li€c nhin
Vidn mot thodng that nhanh, 16i bd di. M6t anh khac nhin
Vin bing cip mit xoi béi. Nhung rdi anh cling nhin
Tam, mim cudi budc qua. Chd ho di kha xa, Van néi 16i
cdm on rat nhé véi TAm. TAm khong néi gi, ngdi lai bén
anh mot lic 1au cho dén khi may ngudi cong an budc
qua toa khdc méi tré vé€ vi tri cii clia ¢d. Lai thém mdt
dip ngit véo, cudi duia v6i ddng nghiép.

Tau chay dén trua thi ngudi dan ba khi nay bi xét
hdi k§ Iudng tir phia dau toa 1dn do budc dén chd Tam
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néi nhd gi d6. TAm guc gic, ra ding suy nghi mot ldc,
roi cling ngudi dan ba 4y huéng vé phia Vin. TAm bdo
ngudi hanh khdch ngdi k€ Vin nhich ra d€ danh chd cho
ngudi dan ba kia ngdi sat bén anh, roi hoi khom ngudi
xudng néi nhd bén tai Vin:

“Di ndy bi tui gian ctt k& k& theo d€ méc tii hay
roc xdch tay nén mudn d&€n ngdi & khodng nay cho an
toan. Di 4y ciing gidng nhu anh, do em dem 1én d6. Ai
¢6 hdi thi anh néi anh 1a anh ho clia em, con day la di
ciia em. Hai ngudi 1a ba con véi nhau nghen.”

Vin va ngudi dan ba Ay chao nhau.

Con tau lao viin vut qua nhitng ring ndi 16m chém
dd. May tring ciing chdy phing phiing vé phia sau nhu
nhitng dong sita tring bac.

Ngudi dan ba ngdi tréo chan, hai tay dan nhau bé
14y ddu goi. Ba 4y im ling, it n6i, ma Vin ciing khong
phdi 12 loai ngudi dé bit chuyén, nén chi, ho ngdi k&
nhau, nhin lam ba con v4i nhau theo yéu ciu cta Tam,
nhung van trd trd nhu hai pho tugng gd sudt miy gio
ddng ho.

DPén gio in truwa, ba Ay 16i tr trong xdc hanh 1y ra
mot lon guigoz. Thic an mang theo.

“MJi dung mi€ng xdi vdi t6i nghe,” ba 4y nhd nhe
néi. P6 1a nhitng 15i diu tién ba néi v6i Vin. Hin 1a ba
chi mdi theo phép lich sy xa giao vdy thdi. Vin cam on,
néi ring khong thdy déi va mdi ba tu nhién.

Vin gid do nhim mit ngt dé€ ba Ay ngdi an thodi
m4i. Nhim chirng ba 4y da xong bita, anh méi m3 mit
ra, ti€p tuc ngim cdnh. Nhung r6i ba lai 16i trong xic tay
ra mdt bi-dong nudc. Lai mdi. Vin cdm on va tir choi.
Ba 16t nudc ra cdi nip bi-dong, udng. Chi uéng mot nip
nhu méo vay thoi réi déng binh, cat.
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LAy khin tay lau miéng xong, ba 4y néi:

“Chua thdy ngudi nao nhu cu. Im lim nhu mot pho
tugng. N6i dirng cudi, trong cau gidng nhu mot tu si.”

Vin gidt minh, quay nhin ba 4y. Pdi mit nao ma
tinh nhay d&€n nhu vay! Hay vi bo diéu clia Vin vung vé,
lac 16ng, khong bt nhip dudc véi nhitng ngudi thé tuc
chung quanh khi€n ba dy, hay bat ct ai, cling c6 thé
nhin ra dugc anh 1a mdt tu si? Du sao, nhidn xét bén
nhay cOng vdi 161 bit chuyén cdi md clia ba ciing khién
Vin cao hitng, md tung cdi hang rao ngin cdch tir ndy
gid. Vin noi:

“Chi... thit tai. Nhin to6i nhu vay ma néi dudc toi 1a
tu si thi qud 12 qud tinh mdt. Nhung con chi... néu toi
dodn khong sai thi chidc hin... phdi 12 mdt nha vin, hay
mdt nha thd gi d6. Tém lai 12 mdt ngudi cam biit.”

“O, hay qua. C4u con tai tinh hon! Cdu dodn diing
1dm.”

N6i xong ciu d6, cd ba Ay 1in Vin déu im ling
mot cdch thich thi. C6 1& da dén lic cho dao nhin va
nghé si néi chuyén bing tim.

Pau ching nifa gid dong hd sau, ba Ay méi cat
ti€ng tré lai:

“T6i khong phai 1a mdt tin hitu Catholic, nhung t6i
ciing tim thay nhiéu diéu thd vi trong Th4nh kinh...”

Nghe ba néi ciu 4y, Vin biét ba da 1am. Ba chi
dodn dugc Vin la tu si chit khong dodn dugc anh 1a tu si
cta ton gido nao. C6 1€ vi Vin c6 téc, mac au phuc.
Hinh thdc d6 cia mdt linh muc, hay mot muc su di nhién
la hgp 1y hon mdt dai dic hay mot chi sa-di ctia Phat
gido. Vin cudi noi:

“T6i cling thich vai cdu trong Thanh kinh Thién
Chua gido. Nhung t61 doc va dp dung gido 1y nha Phat
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hang ngay.”

“ﬁa, vay ra cau la... nha su?”

“Da, ding.”

“Nha suma...”

“Da... tai vi phdi di hoc nén méi in mic nhu vay.”

“Té ra la vay,” ba 4y néi cAu nay ma 1d0ng nhu ngd
ngd chua tin dugc ly do Van vira néu. Trong qud kht,
ngudi ta bi€t c6 nhitng nha su khodc chi€n bao d€ tham
gia chong ngoai xam, va thdi nay, dudi ch&€ d6 xa hoi
chii nghia, c6 nhitng nha su cdi trang 1am ngudi thé tuc
dé di vugt bién, hoat dong chinh tri, chit chua nghe thiy
nha su cai trang d€ di hoc. Di nhién ba Ay khong tin,
nhung vi t€ nhi, ba khong héi t6i nita. HOi sdu hon nita
thi 1a trdch nhiém clia miy anh cong an mat vu chi
khong phdi 1a cia mdt nit si. Ho lai im ling thém mot
lic 1au. Pén ludt Vin mé miéng:

“Chi 14y but hiéu gi khi viét vin lam bdo?”

Khi héi cAu Ay, Vin nghi dén nhitng nha vin, nha
tho nit ma anh c¢6 doc qua. Nhung ching hiéu sao, Vin
lai c6 su xdc quyét trén chin muoi phan trim ring ngudi
Ay phdi 1a Pong Phuong. Vang, phai 1a Pong Phuong,
mot trong hai nha vin ma anh mudn gip khi vao Sai-gon
1an diu tién hai nim truée (hdi d6, Vin cit tudng vao
Sai-gon la s& dé dang gip cdc nha viin nha thd ma minh
thich). V€& phia nit si, Vin thich Pong Phuong, bén nam
anh thich Lé Son.

Lic Lé Son td tic ¢ mdt ngdi chua tai Nha Trang
tru6c nim 1975, Vin chua doc tdc phAm ndo ciia dng va
Vin ciing con qui nhé dé€ néi chuyén thich hay khong
thich. Chi biét 6ng 1a “nha su” diéu, hoi khiing. Sau nay
Vin méi bi€t dng Ay 1a nha vin khi doc say sua cdc tap
truyén ngin va tiy bt clia 6ng va biét ring thuc ra 6ng
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ta c6 dién khiing gi ddu. N&u 6ng ta dién, chic Vin ciing
dién, vi anh ching thi'y dng dién chit nio. Theo anh, Lé
Son viét rat thuc vdi giong vin c6 lic nghiém trang,
chitng chac, c¢6 lic nhu diéu cgt, dia gidn va ha bé
khong chit né nang gi véi cic bi€u tugng dao dic cla
thé& nhan.

Con ddi véi Pong Phuong, Vin chi dude doc hai
trong s mudi maiy tdc phim clia cd. Theo Vin, Pong
Phuong 12 mot ngudi viét tiu thuyét rat 16i cudn vdi
nhitng ¥ nghi rat thuc, rat tdo bao, va ling man mot cich
bat ngd... Nhung d6 khong hin 12 1y do ma anh thich cd
hon nhitng nha vin nit khdc. Ty dung khi nghi dén
chuyén tim gdp mdt nha vdn nit va mot nha vin nam nhu
12 hai ngudi tiéu bi€u ciia nhitng ngudi cAm biit ma minh
thich, Vin nghi ngay dé€n Pong Phuong va Lé Son. Thuc
ra, vin chuong clia ho khong phdi 12 miu muc cla
chang. C6 1& chang thich ho khong phai vi ho viét hay
hon nhitng nha van khac, ma chi vi dong vin va tu tudng
cta ho c6 vé thénh thang, khong vuéng mic hay bi cau
thic bdi du ludn va uéce 1€ xa hoi. Ciing c6 th€ Vin thich
ho chi vi ho n6i dugc dum anh nhitng y nghi tdo bao
khiing dién rdt dé thuong ma anh thi€u thén hoic c6
chiit it ma khong di tu do va can ddm d€ phoi bay.

“Cau hdi sao, bit hiéu a? Cau c6 doc Nu hon Hoc
tro chua?”

“Q, c6, c6 doc, a, ddng 1a chi Pong Phuong dé ha.
Han hanh...”

Vay la tir d6, ho n6i chuyén nhiéu hon, thodi mdi
hon. BDong Phuong c6 biét bd me Vin. Chong clia Pong
Phuong, tinh theo toc ho thi ciing 1a vai chi bdc cla
Vin. Vay la thanh ngudi quen. Nhung trong thim tam,
Vin khong thich quen ¢ Ay biing nhitng lién hé giita co
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va gia dinh hay toc ho. Vin chi thich quen don thuin
nhu 12 mdt cudc gdp g& tinh cd gita mdt dao nhdn va
mdt nghé si, gita mot chang trai séng ddi dam bac
khuon khd, c¢d dié€n va mot dng may 10 ling trén trdi,
giita anh va nha vin nit Pong Phuong ma anh tirng muén
gdp va lam quen.

Nén trdi phia tdy dd bit diu ddi sang mau tim
thAm. Con tau nhu lao viin vut vé phia viing trdi tim 4Yy.
bong Phuong 14y mot g6i thudc Pa Lat tir trong xic tay
ra, moi Vin. Vin khong hit thudc. Khodng mdt nim
tru6c, Vin ciling bit chudc ngudi 16n tdp tAnh hit vai
di€u, nhung khong hudng thu duge cdm gidc gi ngoai 4o
twdng ring minh trudng thanh, vi vdy, anh da bd sém.
Bay gio, BDong Phuong mdoi, khong hit ciing ky. Pan 6ng
con trai ma dé cho ngudi dan ba—coi nhu di quen—
ngdi hiit thudc mot minh thidy khong dudc. Nghi vay,
Vin rit mot di€u. Pao nhan va nghé si pha khéi thudc
gitta ddm pham phu tuc t&. Di nhién 12 nhiéu ngudi trd
mit nhin Pong Phuong (dan ba Viét Nam ma hit thudc
gifta ddm dong it hin 12 mot hién tugng la!), ludn tién
nhin cd Vin. Trong nhitng ngudi trd mit 4y c¢6 cd TAm.

Con tau xung xich chay trong dém. Trén toa khong
c6 dién dém gi. Anh sing 16 md cha trdi dém thugng
tuan khong dd soi rd nhitng mit ngudi trén toa. Chi con
nhitng hinh dang ngudi ding ngdi nhip nhdoa 4n hién
dudi dnh muoén sao. Moi nguSi im ling, ngh. Thinh
thodng c6 mot ngudi bat diém quet 1én mdi thudc. Va
nhitng ngudi khic con thifc cling quay nhin vé huéng cé
anh sing. Nha vian va dao si khong ngd, nhung ciing
ching c6 gi d€ néi. Im ling.
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Gan mudi hai gid dém tau méi dé€n dugc ga Binh
Triéu. Liic Ay tau tir Bic hay Trung vao Sai-gon chi dén
ga ndy 1a tram chét chif chua vao sdu dén ga Hoa Hung.
Thién ha nhén nhdo tudn hanh Iy xudng san ga. On a0
kinh khing. Vin deo tdi hanh 1y nhd gon ctia minh 1én
vai, xdch dim Poéng Phuong hai cdi gid. Ho cling xuéng
tau. BDong Phuong c6 vé sg hai su chen chiic gitta dim
dong ciing nhu sy dom ngé clia nhitng ké bat luong von
khong hi€m trén tau va nhit 1a dudi san ga: nhin dau
ciing thdy nhitng tén luu manh tay cAim dao nhd hay
thanh sit mong mai that bén, di nghénh ngang qua lai
tim co hoi lam in. RS rang 1a dao nhin va nghé si ching
c6 tht vii khi nao d€ ty vé trong trudng hop nay. D sao,
Vin ciling l1a chang thanh ni€n du khong cao to luc ludng
nhung ciing khong d&n ndi chodt choai bé xiu. It nhat bd
ddng thanh nién ctia anh cling lam bon luu manh kiéng
dé mot chiit. Ho ra khéi cdng sdn ga mot cich binh an.

“Cau vé Sai-gon lién bay gid ha?”

“Khdng biét nita, n€u con xe thi vé. Hinh nhu gid
nay da gidi nghiém rdi. CAu Binh Triéu da déng.”

“Vay cau tinh sao?”

“Chdc phai ngdi lai & qudn ca phé, chd sidng.
Khodng ba gid rudi hay bon gid 1a c6 xe vé€ Sai-gon 16i.
Chi ciing phdi ngdi chd chit dau c6 di dudc. C6 ai don
chi khong?”

“Khong. Tau be di ki€u nay c6 ai biét dugc gis di
gid d&€n chic chin ma dén. Thoi, vdy di: minh ngdi chdi
chd sdng.”

Ho d&én mot qudn bdn com c6 dén né-6ng sing
trung. Pia diém thuin 1di, an toan. Ho goi hai ly ca phé
den dam, rdi ngdi hiit thudc, trd chuyén.

Sau nam 1975, ca gia dinh ctia BPéng Phuong (vg
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chdng va ba dita con gdi) phdi di kinh t€ méi Nhiéu
Giang (ciach Nha Trang dau chiing 40 cdy s6). Noi do,
DPong Phuong bd biit cAm cudc rua, xdy dung cudc sdng
mdi bing sic lao dong tay chan. Ngudi dan ba vin nhian
Ay khong phai chi bi€t cAm biit va 1am ddng nhu ngudi ta
twdng. Bing chitng 1a ngdi nha trén kinh t&€ méi da rd
thanh ngo6i nha dep, 1y tudng, vdi vudn tugc day di cic
cdy 4n trdi 1a do chinh ban tay vin nhin 4y gdy dung
nén. P&n ndi Pong Phuong néi ring c6 khong mudn rdi
bd ngodi nha Ay d€ trd vé thanh phd dn a0 phién tap nita.
Nhung vi tuong lai clia dan con ma Pong Phuong quyét
dinh vao Sai-gon 1ap nghiép. Chuyén di nay clia co 1a dé
do dudng. Vin c6 hdi vé chuyén viét lich clia Pong
Phuong tir nhitng ndm sau ndm 1975. BPong Phudng 1dc
dau néi:

“B4 viét kha 1au r6i. Nhung s& viét lai. Hién dang
vi€t mot tic phadm trong ddu ma doan k&t bat ngd 1dm,”
tim tim cudi, “né két thic bing cudc gip gd trén chuyén
tau nay, trong mot dém chd sdng ngoai san ga nay.”

Ngdi 1au chi€m chd cia quan khong tién, ho tim ra
vé dudng, ngdi & diy bung binh trudc cdng ga. Nhiéu
ngudi cling trdi khin, trdi chi€u nim ngdi la liét noi day
dé chd xe vé Sai-gon. Con dudng ving hoe khong c6 xe
cd qua lai. Chi c6 ti€ng ngudi ngdy pho pho & vé dudng
va con tring ciing ngdy mot diéu ém dém nhu viy.
Suong khuya budng xudng lanh hit trén vai. Ho lai im
ling. Nhin troi dém 14p 14nh mudn sao. Mot chip, Vin
nghe Pong Phuong hat khe khé mot ban nhac Phap quen
thudc.

Khi ti€ng ga gdy trong xém ga ndi ti€p cat 1én, 1ap
tiic c6 ti€ng xe may nd & phia ddu cdu. Moi ngudi luc
tuc thu x&p hanh 1y huéng vé phia Ay. Vin xdch hanh Iy
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giip Pong Phuong dén mot chi€c xe lam ba banh. Thay
Vin khong 1én xe, Dong Phuong hoi:

“Ua, sao khong vé& ludn? V& Sai-gon ma?”

“Chi vé trudc di. Tdi vé bing xe thd.”

Vin ding lai mot choc d€ chd chuyén xe clia Pong
Phuong khéi hanh. Khi xe nhém chay, anh dua tay viy
v6i Pong Phuong. Pong Phuong dua tay vy lai. Xe chi
chay mot khodng ngdn 1a mat hit trong lan suong mai
day dic. Cau Binh Triéu cao 16n nhu vdy ma ciing chi
hién ra 10a nhdoa mdt phian khung sit & diu cau, tir xa
trong nhu mot tda lau dai ¢ xua trong huyén thoai. Vin
thAm cau chidc moi sy an lanh va hanh thong dén cho
bong Phuong. Rdi Vin quay mit vé huéng ga, thAim
cdm on va gid tr Tam, thi€u nit t6t bung da gidp anh
vugt mot doan dudng hi€ém nan ma anh khong cé dip néi
101 gia biét.

T4c phdm ma Pdng Phuong viét trong diu, theo
nhu 13i c6 Ay néi, s& két thiic & cudc gip gd ky thd ndy.
Nhung ddi v6i Vin, cudc gip g8 4y khéi ddu mot chu ky
mdi cho con dudng tim ki€m ctia anh.

Ngodnh tru6c ngoanh sau, chi thdy suong 1a suong.
Day dic nhu vdn sita. Cau Binh Triéu by gid ciing chi
12 mot cay cAu suong. Vin litng thitng huéng vé chiéc
cAu suong md 4o huyén hoic Ay. Khi buéc dén dau cau,
anh bdng cdm thdy nhitng hinh &nh, nhitng ky niém,
nhitng tAm tinh cia mdt ngdy mdt dém vira qua, thodt
céi, tan bi€n vdo sudng mai nhu mdt thodng chiém bao.
]
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